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THE CONVICT; 

OR, 

NAVY LIEUTENANT. A 



CHAPTER I. 



Feeling does not stay to calculate with weights, and 
balance the importance and magnitude of every 
object that excites it: — it flows impetuous from the 
heart, without consulting the cooler responses ^f the 
understanding." 



Mh.,: 



.Henry Thompson was the third soh 
of a country curate, and had been placed 
in the navy at eleven years of age, to make 
his way progressively in his profession, 
without the smallest hope of assistance 
from interest or fbrtime; 
VOL.1. B At 
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At the age of tvvo-and-twenty, having 
gone through all the usual gradations in the 
service, he had the supreme delight of being 
honoured with a lieutenant's commission, 
as a reward for his bravery, in a distin- 
guished action, which could not be over^ 
looked, though eleven years service had 
been little regarded. 

With honest pride and secret exultation 
he was ready to join his ship imniediately, 
which lay at Portsmouth, under sailing 
orders for the East-Indies. He had taken 
his place on the outside of the coach for 
Sunday evening, having resolved to call in 
the morning on an old mess-mate, formerly 
a surgeon's mate when he was a young 
midshipman, but who fortunately meeting 
with a widow who had some money, and a 
snug little shop, he had wisely retired from 
the dangers of the sea, and with small 
hopes of making any figure in the medical 
line, instead of being a vender of drugs, he 
was contented to station himself behind the 

counter 
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NAVT LIEITTENANT. 3 ^ 

fcounter as the master of a snufFand tobacco 
warehouse^ the name of shop being sunk 
immediately on his marriage, into the 
former more dignified appellation. 

Our lieutenant, little versed in the fash-, 
ionable mode of overlooking an old ac- 
quaintance when riches or preferment ex- 
. alts a man into consequence with himself 
and the world, cheerfully exclaimed, as he 
viewed his figure in^the glass, armed at all 
points in his spick and span new suit of 
uniform,— 

'^ Dash my buttons! how little Sam 
Barton will crow to see me in this coat ! — 
He was an honest hearted fellow, and wished 
me well, and though they called him a 
land-lubber, for deserting his post and 
selling quids of tobacco, yet I can re- 
member he was very hind to me, and there- 
fore I'll walk this tiibrning and beat up his 
quarters.'* a 

One small difficulty occurred, indeed, he 

did not knc\V the house; but it was in 

B2 Clerkenwell 
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4 T3E COJTVICT; OB, 

Clerkenwell parish, and he supposed any 
gne round the neighbourhood would know 
Ihtle Sam Barton's snuff sl;iop, and though 
it was ^ above four years since Sam had 
married, and the quondam messmates had 
seen each other, be was very sure be should 
know his old friend the mo^ient he cast 
eyes on him. 

In full confidence, and in gre^t spirits^ 
our h^ro sallied forth, sjtrutted upJyudgat^- 
1111), and prq<;:eedQd ialppg the Old-B^iley 
on his search through Clerkenwell pari3h; 
when, most fortunately, beforfe he had 
reached the cprner x)f the street, he saw a 
man hastily advancing towards him, who, 
in spite of time and,tl>e alteration in figure 
and dress, be aQtually recognized as his 
ship-mate, Sam. 

His figure and new uniform bad also at- 
tracted the. eye of Mr. Barton, who was 
earnestly looking at him, as the lieutenar>t 
rt\^^Q a quick; sKep or twp and seized his 
bapd>'— T^^ What cheer, my lad ?— -Honest 
; Sam, 
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NAVY LlEUTENAN*r. 5 

Saiti^ I rejoice to see thee^— ^why I was 
cruising With all speed to shake hands with 
an old acquaintance before I join ship." 

By this time Mr. Barton had perfectly 
Tec<>Heeted hinm, cordiaHy shook hands, and 
expressed high satisfaction at his promotion. 

' — « I will turn back,'^ saidhfe, " for I hope 
yoQ mean to dine with me; and I take it 
very kindly that you have not forgot an old 
mess-mate." 

'* You never ktiew tttef a «hark in your 

♦4iffe, Sim.— I shall ditte tvfth yioii to be 
sure, as I w^ttt ttt krto^ yont* good WrtiAtI, 
i^ho has giv^n you siich i sritig birth ; for 
to say truth, your's was a cursed Ugly 
painfbl sort of all employment on board, 
and must have cost you some heart achs 

• ^Vhen you had to lop off the limbs of prior 
holiest hearted fell6tvs, and turn them 
^rift larte ftjT life:^Biit thrft's'hBt here' br 
there nb#.-^Where ate you boUhd to, -— 
can I go with you? for it signifies nothing 
to go back, if yoii.liave a cruise in viet^."- 
B3 ''I 
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'^ I was a going," rejoined Barton, ^^ to 
the chapel here, in the Old-Bailey, to hear 
what I am sure will be an excellent and an 
affecting sermon, addressed to the unhappy 
condemned felons who are to' be executed 
to-morrow." 

The lieutenant paused for a moment," 
then taking the arm of his friend, he said 
abruptly, — *^ I'll go with you. — Poor 
souls! — ril go with you; I am commanding 
officer now of my time and my actions, 
and so I'll accompany you, for I like a* 
good sermon as well as any man/' 

They accordingly repaired to the chapel, 
where they heard a most affecting discourse, 
from a worthy man, suitable to the occa- 
sion, and addressed particularly to the 
wretched beings before him. — Nor was his . 
pious exhortations without ^ect, the far 
greater part of the congregation were in 
tears, and among them our hero, whose 
heart was filled with the milk of human 
kindness, and whose eyes had been alter- 

nately 
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NAVY LIEUTENANT. 7 

nately directed to the preacher, and the 
unhappy, melancholy, and many almost 
naked condemned criminals, whose looks 
bespoke theif internal anguish. 

He could not suppress the sigh, and 
sympathetic drop that fell on his manly 
cheek, ^nd when the service was over, 
paced into the yard with a slow and me- 
lancholy step. 

Presently a sort of buz round him, and 
the words,— ^^ Make way for her," caused 
him to stop and turn round, when he be- 
held a very decent dressed female, whose 
air, figure, and countenance commanded 
attention, and whose deepened distress and 
anguished haste spoke superior wretched- 
ness, hastily piercing through the crowd, 
throwing a wild look on every side, and in 
a voice that caused universal terror, she 
shrieked violently, and then exclaimed,— 
" Where, oh i where is my child ?" 

Not a single being in the place, but what 

halted;^ and seemed to feel for the unhappy 

B4 mother. 
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mother. — In the same moment a woman; 
advanced whh a ^female if^apt, cleanly 
dressed and apparently about two years old, 
which she delivered into the arms of the 
poor sufferer without speaking a single 
word.— The child flung its arms round her 
neck, and hid its little face in her bosom. 

No language can describe the wild ago- 
nizing look of its miserable mother as she 
pressed it to her breast, and kissed it with 
that extreme tenderness and passion, as if 
she Would dwell on its lips (or ever. To 
that ecstasy succeeded another equally vio- 
lent and affecting^ — she burst into the bit- 
terest agonies ©f tears and exclamations* 

'^ Is thisy is this the last time ? shall I 
never, never kiss those lips again, never see 
thee more? — Oh, God! oh, God! what 
have I done — what ha^ the cruelty and 
perfidy of man brought upon me! — Oh, 
my child 1 my child ! disclaimed, deserted ! 
— Wretched, unhaf)py wretch ! what mi- 
sery hast thou brought upon this poor in- 
nocent I— 
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nocent!— Who willskve Ihee from want 
and a. ixiiserable death ?'. 

^^ J''/ /zi;z7/7'' eicTai'nieci-our lieutenant, 
catching :the child from het* arhis, as the 
agonized woman sank oh thd ground, over- 
come bj the vjolence of her feelings, ^^ / 
will save and protect your cKild, so help 
me God!— Look up, my poor sufferer, I 
will be a father to this babe, whilst I have 
a shilling iiT my pocket.'* 

Surprise, joy, and a thousand nameless 
sensations darted froni her eyes, as she 
feebly raised her head. She caught his 
hand and passionately kissed it,—" You 
have humanity," said she, " all men are 
not villains.— Father of Mercy!*' clasping 
her hands* to Heaven, "bless, bless ' my 
child, and h6r protector!" ' She put her 
hand in her pocket and drew out a roll of 
paper,— r," Take this, pity, forgive a mi- 
serable being, and save^ save my poor babel" 

Again she wildly ^batched it to her arms, 

and pressed it to her bosom; when no 

B 5 longer 
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longer able to support the terrible agonies 
of nature, she was seized with strong con- 
vulsions, and the shrieking infant fell from 
her eager grasp. 

Not a soul present but what felt for this 
most unhappy mother; many of the felons, 
who seemed dead to the horrors of their 
own fate, sent forth sighs and tears at this 
affecting ^cene. — The keepers behaved 
with tenderness and humanity; our lieu- 
tenant, who had stood the brunt of many 
a well fought engagement without shrink- 
ing, was now overcome, and whilst with 
trembling arms he regained the fallen child, 
large drops fell on its face as he hugged it 
to his breast. 

The convulsions gaining strength on the 
weakened frame of the unhappy sufferer, 
it was supposed they were her last agonies, 
and she was carried off to receive what 
help could be offered, though with a con- 
viction to every one, that all human aid 
would be in vain. 

' The^ 
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The crowd instantly dispersed, except a. 
few, who struck by the humanity of our 
hero, resolved to' watch where he went with 
his little unfortunate protegee. 

^^ Ah, Grod bless the sailors!" cried an 
aged man, " they fight like lions for their 
king and country, but they have hearts 
like Iambs to relieve distress and misery. — 
Grod" bless you, young master f may you 
never know sorrow, and may that poor 
babe live to love and serve you." 

The lieutenant turned, his heart dilated 
with pleasure, he put half a crown into the 
man's hand, nodded his head, and piished 
through the crowd with his prize, followed 
by Barton, who had not spoken a single 
word till then. — *^ Why we shall have a 
mob at our heels," said he, *^ we had best 
take a coach." 

No sooner said than done, a coach was 
hailed, and ordered to drive fast to Red- 
Lion-Street, Clerkenwell, By this means 
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12 THE CONVICT; OR, / 

• they escaped the crowd, and peaceably ar- 
rived at their destined port. 

^^ Well, Thompson," said Barton, " you 
have made a hasty purchase; what the 
plague do you mean to do with the child ? 
how can you afford to maintain it?*' 

*^ By knocking off some of my expences, 
and living frugal/' answered Thompson. 
"Why, man, I have five shfUirigs a day now, 
less than half served me before; and I shall 
never repent saving a shilling from myself, 
to support this poor orphan. I tell you 
what, Sam, I would rather face a three- 
decker, and have the balls whiz2:ing about 
my ears, than ever behold such another 
scene as that unhappy woman went through. 
The Lord will have mercy upon her, — 
whatever may be lier sins, great are her 
sufferings; and may eternal goodness grant 
her a safe birth in Heaven, and bless me, 
as I will protect her child." 

Barton was silenced; he was not devoid 
of good nature or humanity, but he had 

acquired 
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acquired some worldly knowledge in the 
four years he had been married, and kept a 
tobacco warehonse. He knew the vahie 
of money, and how inadequate five shil- 
h'ngs a day was to support the character of 
a gentleman and a king's officer ;—«-their 
uniforms, their mess, their unavoidable ex- 
pellees, and the common chance of being 
sent on expensive stations, wher6 their 
daily pittance was insufficient to procure 
their daily subsistence. 

"Ah, pdor Thbnipson!'* thought he,' 
" being made a lieutenant he fancies he 
has found a gold ttjlne. Lord help hrm! 
with such a soft heart^ he'll sdon bfe 'dished, 
and the poor child will be turned adrift ih 
spite of hinrsfelf, When he getsih debt, and 
Tjerhaps pert nmder the hatches.— *Tfe all 
sgushine with him hcfwi but he' wrli sodn 
liee tBe cioihfe iowef^ and have a storm 
^b\rertkke hr^ fitefbrfe lie li^^irfe of ft.^*- ' 

-Whilst feirrtbn «^^ thiis ittentkliy StSHb^- 
quizing, the self-approving, ihind oP'ltfe 

-' companion 
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connipanion was no less earnestly engaged 
in devising ways and means for the pro- 
tection of his adopted child. 

The forcible impulse of humanity which 
had dictated, *^ /, / will save and protect 
your child," and the consequent grateful 
agonies of its wretched mother, had ren- 
dered him insensible to the person who 
brought the child; and whether she had 
voluntarily disappeared among the crowd, 
or in her care for the poor criminal had 
been equally unobservant of him, he could 
not decide, but he now regretted that he 
had not noticed her, and that he was even 
unacquainted with the name of his little 
charge. 

In this taciturn way, the coach stopped 
at Barton's door> before they had recovered 
speech ; and mih the child in his arms, tlie 
lieutenant was introduced to, the .gently 
woman of the Jt;^9use;^^ :S5 " ^ 9^ jfrierid and 
mess-rma^e, vvho kindly came to take the 
luck pf the pot." 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Barton received him civilly, but 
with a look of surprise at his protegee, who, 
though perfectly clean, was not in habili- 
ments correspondent with the handsome 
new suit of uniform of its supposed father; 
and that in such a dress he should carry 
his child, seemed, " to her thinkings" not 
much like a gentleman. 

" Well, Mary," said her husband, ^^ can 
little Sail take the babe from my friend, for 
I think his arms may ache by this time?" 

" She is getting the dinner," answered 
she coldly, *^ but the child looks as if it 
could walk. — Can't it walk, Sir?" 

*^ Indeed I don't know/' replied Thomp- 
son, *^ whether it can stand or not, but we'll 
see."— He made an effort to pl^ce it on the - 
ground, the little girl screamed and clung 
round his neck. 

" Strange," observed Barton^ ^^ that the 

poor thing has taken such a fancy to you 

already ;— but , perhaps ^ pie<?e of brea4 

and butter may tempt it, for 1 dare say it 

' ■' y can 
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can stand.^'— He called Sail, to bring the 
tempting bit/ wbile Mfs. Barton, with a 
look of astonishment, seemed rooted to the 
spot. . . 

ThprnpsoA was caressing the child to-' 
restore its quietude, and Barton was delir 
berating how to break the business to his 
wife, who was not the most peaceable of 
women, nor at all fond of children, pos- 
sibly from being no mother by either of her 
husbands/ 

He knew also her civility was propor- 
tioned to her interest, and confined solely 
to those who "paid their way in a regular 
manner,^' arid however the new uniform 
and rank of his friend might procure him a 
welcome, he much doubted whether itv 
would be extended to his protegee, under 
its disastrous circumstances. .. 

Before her surprise and quriosity had 
ifoiind wbrds to ast questions, the bread and 
Ibutter was brotigh.t iti, arid Barton asking 
th6 child to coihe and take it> she readily 

suffered 
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suffered heraelf to be put down, aftul 
walking witlr tolerable steadmess to him, 
todk the piece offered her, andthcn look- 
ing all round pronouhced the word— 
^' Mamma/' 

That word electrified the tieutenant,— 
^' Poor dear lamb !" exclaimed he, ** where 
shall I find a mamma for you ?" 

'' What then/' asked Mrs. BartcMi, '' has 
the little creature lost ks mamma^?'* 

•* Gh, yes, for ever !" rejoined he. ** Bar- 
ton, what IS to be done?*— I must leave 
town this night, it is impossible for me to 
take it with me, though I shall grieve to 
leave it ;— but if your good wife can re- 
commend any woman to take care of it' I 
will leav6 an order with you on my agent 
for its support." 

Mrs. Barton was never deaf, when ^ny 
tmng like profit was souuded in her ears; 
she supposed tfie lieutenant's wife was dead, 
he just come from sea, and at a loss how 
provide for this child.-^It would be 
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great trouble, Sail had time enough on her 
hands to look after it, and she might as 
well ma|ce a trifle of money this way as any 
other. — These ideas passed rapidly through 
her brain, and while Barton was studying for 
an answer, she enquired how much Mr. 
Thompson would allow for its support ? 

" Whatever is customary or you think 
right," answered he, eagerly. • 

"Why, to be sure, it cannot be less 
than thirty shillings a month," returned 
sbe^ " if you wiU ensure that, I don't much 
care if I take the dear little Iamb myself." 

"Will you, my dear good woman," ex- 
claimed he, shaking her hand heartily, 
" then I shall* be happy. Yes, I wiU order n?y 
agent to pay you thirty shillings inonthly, 
with a thousand thanks; — -and I have be- 
sides, about seventy pounds prize money in 
his hands, and if I die that shall be secured 
for the child, and you, Sam, must te its 
ustee." 

. " Hold^ 



NAVY LIEUTENANT. IQ 

*^ Hold» hold," cried Barton, a little con- 
science stricken that his generous mess- 
mate should thus straiten himself by, what 
he thought, too great an allowance; /'I 
shall not consent to your paying thirty 
shillings a month, one guinea is ^ufHcient 
till you have a command, and then ypu 
shall make an addition/' 

" Pray, Mr. Barton,'* cried his help- 
mate, '* don*t you go for to make the gen- 
tleman appear shabby, when he is ready to 
pay that money, which I am sure isn't a 
six-pence too much for die child's keep; 
and let me tell you, you have no business 
in the world tp talk when I gave you a 
good house, a shop in full trade, and all for 
nothing, for you knows ycfu had not fifty 
pounds in, the world then, and so I n^ust 
tell you- '• . • 

**No^ don't,-— don't say a word more," 
rejoined Thompson, *^ since I am resolved 
to pay what you first asked, arid thank 
too ; and every kindness you shew the 
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I shall not be behind hand to acknowledge 
in a proper way.-^'J'he poof thing will want 
cloaths, so 1 must give you an order too fdr 
mon6y to rig it out detently, how much 
will do?*' 

Barton WW gdirtg to speak, his -wife 
Stopped him,— ^' You know nothing about 
them there things, so hold your tongue.—^ 
Why I dares to say it wiH take a matter of 
six pounds to cloath it decently.'* 

" Well, well, I'H give you an order fot* 
tetiy that it may not want cloathing before 
I come again." 

^^ Depend upon it. Sir, I will regard it 
as if it were tny own ;-'T^and now, pray What 
am I to call it. What is its name, pretty 
creature?'* 

Poor Thompson was struck ^ la morte, 
he had never once thought of a name j--^ 
before he could reply, little Sail came to 
ask if she shbuld take up dinner, atid Mrs. 

rtort went imitiediately to the kitchen. 

On 



NAVY LIEUTENANT. 21 

* 

On ber, quittipg th^e room. Barton, 
putting his hand on t;be lieutenant*s shpul- 
der, said, — ^^ Yo\x imist see, that niy *^ snug 
■Ijjrth" is sometinies subject to a few storms; 
mj wife i3 a Yiit\p proud of her " shop ir^ 
full trad^," ajevertheless she is not bad 
tempered upon the whole^ and l will take 
cave the poor child shall be well looked 
after, for if she isnqt hind^ to it, I will place 
it sorpe wher^ else, sp; qiake yourself ^^y 
on that score. — But doi>'t say how you 
CQjiie by the child, it Height ipafc^ her shy 
U> it; give it your own name il9? a relajLion, 
leave me to make out the story." 

?^ Aye, do, do," qried Thompspn, " for T 
aiTiia.bftd h0r>d ^t si^ch things, and suppose 
yt^ <^l her; Er^nc€|s> it was my own gopd 
mother's uafne/' 

'** Vety well; thpwght of," retjurned B^r 
ton, " J^ratjqe^ Tbompsoij.-— Little; Fannys" 
added he, kissing the child, who wasplaying 
y^ ^ small tpr^ier dog> and seemed per- 
ftctlyi easy < and athqcfic;^ 
. ? Mrs. 
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Mrs. Barton presently returned, pre- 
ceding her roast leg of mutton ; her coun- 
tenance cleared up, a smile of kindness 
played on her face, and the very tone of 
her voice was changed from a sulky cold- 
ness to the soothing one of attentive civility. 

The sweet babe must be seated by her — 
it should call her mamma — yes, and were 
she to have fifty children this should Idc 
considered as her eldest'; — but, dear me, 
what was its name? 

^^ Fanny Thompson," answered Barton, 
^* she is a niece of my friend's, aad has lost 
both her parents." 

" Lord, how shocking!— -Well, luckily 
for her she has a good uncle, a gentleifsali 
every inch of him, that she was sure of, 
and little Fanny would have kind parents 
in them now.- — But you are sure, Mr. 
Thompson, your agent will pay thte 
money?'* 

** Yes, quite sure," replied Thotnp^ti, 
"howsoever Til write a bit of a line to 

him. 
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him, as wdl as giving Sam the order. — 
Ten pounds to be paid to-morrow, and 
thirty shillings a month, that's the bargain 
I believe. He has seventy pounds in stock, 
and will receive my payj and may I never 
get a snug birth above there, if I desert 
the little one, or wrong you." 

Barton, who*well knew the principles of 
his quondam mess-mate, heartily shook his 
hand, — ^^ My dear Harry, your word's as 
good as your bond, and whilst I live poor 
little Fanny shan't want a friend." 

^' Tha^k ye, thank ye," rejoined the 
lieutenant; and heaving a deep sigh, — 
" Ah, Barton, the poor mother ! " The 
tear glistened in his eye. / 

^' Yes," returned Sam, hastily, giving 
him a wink, which the other instantly un- 
derstood^ " yes, 'tis a great loss to be sure; 
but death is a debt we must all pay, whe- 
ther at «ea or on shore, so don't t^k any 
more that way," ^ 

Thompson 
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Thompson took the hint, and was silent; 
while Mrs. Barton^ wonderfully c50urteous, 
produced some hollands, to drink health 
and success to the good gentleman, and a 
blessing on little Eanny. 

The hour arrived for our hero's depar- 
ture; his baggage^ he said, was already 
safely stowed in the hold of the coach. 
He took little Fanny in his arms, the tears 
dropped on his cheek as he kissed and 
blessed her. The little creature threw her 
arms round his neck, and clung fast to 
h'ltn, as Mrs. Barton attempted to take her. 
— t" Pretty soul," said die', '^ see, it knoif^s 
its uncle,— ^aye, aye, blood will shew itself, 
one may always tell by a child's fondness 
who ar/a its relations ;-^but nevier mind, 
Sin, she' will soon be as fond of me, who 
doafc Q» ohUdren^" 

With dlffiottlty Thompson tore himself 
fiKMn^thie^ daiWi who cried' violently as he 
ran out^qf the house.— ^^ Oil ! Sam," ex^ 
daiinedhe, ^^ my heart aches for this poor 

little 
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Iktle one, — do let us call and enqmte kuer 
its miserable mother/* ^ '' '* ' 

To this Barton agreed; and 6rt thlei en- 
quiry being made, they werie told she was 
iH raving fit6, and the doctdf did not ex-' 
pect she would hold out the night. 

" What was her crime? and what her 
name?" asked the lieutenaht.; • ♦ 

^^ Why she broke mto a house artd* 
fired at a gentleman, and though she did 
not kill him outright, she wourided him' 
very sorely, aiMl vow^d fehe wi6uld rhiitder 
bim; and so the asSaiilt, Sir^, and the in- 
tent to kill, is. one and the sarAe^' thing as ' 
if he had died on the spot. As to h^r 
rarri^^^'^thej^'-say' i^ 'W g'entlew(^nrian 
bdfi?i,aM'#^*' brought He^tf by : theiflW^^ 
i^ l^mmp%6n&^^ ' >* '"■•' e^^^''-^ f-- ■-^■••^ 
i^'TH^^jtelitifiant -v/m^ kruokMrtat^Satn 
st^r^di^t^ IVV^lli, vd^il tate^ riVfeiv sald^be, 
'^'if 4**te:k^^isknei. how thel bidStcuriS^iis 
thiiig ill tlAw v^rid- ;'>i*hbt 64f ybuy HAffy P^^ 

< r T • 
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" Come alQDg/' answered Thompsoa, 
*^ bear a hand, I have no time to lose;— 
and so you think the poor woman will die?*' 

*^ Yes, yes," answered the man, ^' th^-e's 
n^ fear of that i-^if she dies to-night sh^'U 
cheat the hangman^ otherwise she is ^ure 
t9 SWiing for it to-morrow." 

Thompson pulled the arm of his friend, 
and they we^t on several yards without 
speaking. At length ei^claimed Barton, — 
"Why, friend Harry, isn*t it a comical 
t^ing th^t the girl'^ name be Thompson? 
I shpMld 9Qt wpnder if it had Ijoen 
christened Fanny too.^ — ^Why don't you 
speak, man?'* 

" W^y I be dumbfounded,** replied 
Thpi^psQiP, ^1 to. hear of that poor crea- 
ture's sad case; and to be called Thompsou 
too, why who would have thought the Utile 
one had a fight to the »ajwc?-^ril tell you 
\yhatj Sam, th^pe's a good Providence, as 
father used t0 say, above tbere^ who,guidej8 
U9 all through the storms of life ; and never 

doubt 
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doubt hxt his hand sent me to t^at me- 
hincboly fdace to save my poor little naQie-^ 
sake/' 

^^ Aye, thanks to me though ; if you 
hadn't met me, you know, you would never 
have gone i»to Newgate." 

^* Mayhap not, hot still it was the work 
of Providenoe that we should meek; and 
so I plainly perceive, d'ye see, tliat it is my 
dttt^ to be a father to the child, though 
not lawfully mine. Grod forgive the poor 
ikKrianan, and the poor babe ^dl never^want 
a friend while Harry Thompson lives ; all 
I can get, or save, shall be ber's>-^h6re*a 
my band upon that, messmtate. To jrou 
and your wife I leave her till we meet 
agiiim'' . . 

>An acquatntantoe of Barton>'» ^ow joined 
tibem^ and th^ey had no further tonvers^tiosi 
vniili they arrived at the liin, where the 
lieutenant had bespoke a bed to sleep a few 
hours*-^' The coach ^oes off vi&ry early 
ib tbei9)bniiii^/' s^d be, ^J and as I am 
C 2 not 
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not ufeed to the motion of these iiere liand 
frigates, I reckon that I shall be heartily 
tired of their jostling, so may as well have 
a little rest beforehand. I have taken my 
place aloft, however, because I like to see 
good sea room, and which way we ateeri 
our course ; not to be crammed into tiie 
hold of such cock boats, where there is.no 
breathing room, ^nd only port holes to 
'make one's escape df we should chance to> 
founder." : - . 

:. Barton approved 'of, his foresight; and 
inovf heartily -shaking hands with his quonv 
d^m messmate, THoihpson gave him afer- 
fent benediction^ with his kind; lave to 
good MTS.Bartfln, and commended poor 
Fanny to their joint protection, as the 
6hild of Providence^ till it pleased God to 
bring him back once more to his native 
land, .when.. sbie should bft^the child ofi hi& 

Honest Sain, ^^hpsfs heart beat in unison' 
with his young friend's> wa^ naueh^^fFedted 

at 
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at parting, and slowly returned to his no- 
table jspouse; whose assumed good hu- 
mour had not held out long after Thomp- 
son left the house, — for little Fanny was 
not easily pacified, crying continually for 
mamma. Mrs. Barton, though very fond 
of money, was not at all fond of children, 
— '^ The squalling brat 'made her head 
ache; and how w^s she to mind shop with 
a child bawling ^bout her?" 

Little Sail, with more good nature, at 
length coaxed the little thing quiet, and 
conveyed her to her own bed. 

By the time Barton made his appear- 
ance the child was asleep; and his wife 
sat counting her gains out of the ien pounds 
given to her to clothe her charge. 

" Well, Mary," said he, " I have seen 
iBy friend fairly off; he^s as good a fellow as 
ever stept between stem and stern,-r-many 
a hard gale have we weathered together, 
and I rejoice heartily that he's prpmoted at 
last.— Where's the child ?" ' 

C3 ^^Why 
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^^ Why gone t0 sleep to be sore, and 
fdague enough I had to stop its bawling^ 
but Sail coaxed it off at last^ after much 
ado.*' 

^* Well, my dear,** rejoined Barton, ^^as' 
d'ye see Providence has given us none of 
our own, this is a God-send, and we must 
love and cherish it, like as if it be our own, 
eeeing too that you'll be well paid for its 
keep, poor thing.'* 

^^ As to tliat, Mr. fiarton, I desires as 
tvow you wont trouble your head about 
any such thing; I have got to keqi it upon 
a~ poor pi^^a^ce (eniocigh, and I wotider 
yon wasn't ashamed for to go for to signi- 
ficate that thirty shillings a month was too 
mueh. — ^Too mucb indeed ! I ought to 
have axed two guineas, only I was a mind 
to be charitt^le to the uncle, as it was no 
ehild of his own.** 

** Well, well, my ilear,** replied Sam, 
** I know you will be kind and charitable 

to 
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\o it; tnd the first thing wiB fee to get 
dothea (dr the peor Irttk one." 

" Therer again ! yoa mu#t be {Hrtting in - 
your Oar, as if I don't know^at*s first to 
be done. I shall desire yau*H tftind shdp to- 
morrow, while I goes ahd get^ the itioney, 
find buys a few things for it.^ must be 
tery aconoA^ist to manage th§ -li^oney, t 
t^n tdl you that, ifof aH your sinuatidns tb 
if he allowed too much indeed.'* 

Sam was too ^ell acquaiiAed with the 
%ldquence of his lady, to prov^eke any fur- 
ther words on the subject; aftd <te^2>efided 
4More Upon little SaU's good^toatifrre, than 
liiis wife's kindMss, for good t^atment of 
%he child. He, however, wai detertnined 
to consider it aft his own, nor by any meanis 
^ tirop the least ifttimatio^ of having 
faiown^ore of the child fchtfh Wh« bad 
been communicated to bet. 

All he tlfeaded was, that th* singukritjr 

t)f the lieutenaifit*^ hisUfi^hily iid 6UCh h 

piAlle pt^e, Aiould be talked'^^ ^nd rekch 

C4 Mrs* 
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Mrs. Barton's ears; he t^ierefore carefully 
concealed his being at the chapel, and de- 
termined to make no further enquiries re- 
lative to the unhappy woman. Jest he 
should be noticed as concerned in the 
transaction in the prison yard. ^ 

The following day Mrs. Barton sallied 
forth on hfr double errand ; and to prove 
her *^ aconomy/' she bought one suit of 
necessaries for the little girl, as *^ she could 
turn some of her old things to make up for 
proper changes." She therefore laid out 
the sum of seventeen shillings and sixpence 
for Fanny, and bought herself a new gown, 
' *^ in the room of an old one she should cut 
np for the child." She returned in good 
humour, and found Barton and his young 
charge playing together with great harmony, 

lie had jn the mean time seen a person 
in the shop who had been attend!!ng the 
executions; and carelessly asking how 
many had suffered, the man answered,— 
,^* Only tjire^ wicked rogues; there was to 

) have 
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have been a woman hung, but she wentoutof 
her mind yesterday, and they say is dying in 
her bed, so they could not hang her to-day J*^ 
Barton enquired no further; and pleased 
to see his wife come back in good humour, 
and with having by kind promises to Sail, 
engaged her to take care and be tender of 
little Fanny, he was determine<flk) preserve 
the peace, by a perfect approbation of Mrs. 
Bartph's management, without presuming 
to ask any questions relative to mon^y 
matters. This forbearance was properly 
appreciated by the good lady, as a tacit ac- 
J^npjvledg^iient oflheft* superior wisdMrn in 
ail aeofj<l?w^;,matte!i{s/: In thisf peaceable 
way we. shall leave^ Mr; aiJidfMrB:)BaFtoa 
*Q^ tefce care of their stop, and their little 
charge^and lookaflerour humantlieutenant) 
whose heatt exfianded.with his goocj fortan^ 
.^nftufho ©€tosidercid everyichild of gofrowi, or . 
-sljirprmptci inj^t^t!^, entitled to Sllarehi his 
JLittle prpp!ei?ty, which In hisiefetiaiatioh was 

a.! i C 5 ' CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER ir. 



<^ To what delightful sensations does he awake^ whose 
first reflections are on the good action he performed 
tike d^y before!" 



Mr. 



Thompson had not Jong beerk 
seated on the top of the coach^ i^efore he 
perceived that his next neighbour was either 
viery ill^ or in great trouble^ by several dee|> 
sighs which seemed reluctantly to force 
their way from an overcharged bosom. 

His heart beat responsife to die soimd^ k 
^as too dark to distinguish faces^ nor did he 
recollect to have observed^ on his getting 
up, whether it was male or female next to 

him^ 
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hitn, nor t^a» that a consideration; he 
chewed his quid feome time in silence, till a 
sudden violent jolt of the coach drew forth 
t faint shriek from a iTerhate voice, and 
threw her in contafct with the lieUtenant'4 
shbtilder. 

*^ Avast !•• cried he, ^^ takfe cane how yd\i 
steer, or wie may roll over, d'y#^iee;^^1be-. 
i^ides, here seems to be one albngsidl^ Hbt 
able to stem the upsdting.-^lTake cdurage^ 
my good lass, leaVl against me and Wfelcbfe^J 
we shall soon come into some port, and f6^ 
tshall have a gobd swill of grog to fcheer 
your heart." ^ 

" You are very kind, good Sir," atilsw^ii6d 
a feeble Vbite; *^ I atti indeed biif little able 
to bear the rapid motion of the carriage^ 
much tess those sudden shakes, but I shall 
be better by and by." i 

^hopi6 to, Ihpp6 *t>,*' rejomed'the 
Iteut^faafat, *'Wfe ishallget into smooth watei* 
prfe?fehtly> when we are off theStottes;'* • ' 
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No answer was returned, and a, dead 
silence ensued until they came to their 
fir^t stage for changing horses. 

Thompson, on the appearance of aT light, 
turned to look at his neighbour, and be- 
held the pale skeleton of a young woman, 
>yhp seemed sinking fast into the grave, 
ancf.jcarce^able to sit upright. — ^^ Odd*s 
rpj? life^ poor soul," said he, ^^you seem 
to want ballast; it \Vill never do to steer this 
cQurse. — Why didnH you heavfe into the 

.^^ Because, because," replied she tre- 
mulously, ^^ it was not convenient,— I have 
more air here." 

'^ Yes, yes, but a few such squalls as we 
had some time ago, may turn you over-^ 
jjoardi;— ypu are not steady enough, my 
good lass, to keep your course here." , 
. He then called for some grpgancLbis- 
cuits, and jumped off to look in^ at the 
window of the coach; — ^^ Aye, aye„ here's 
plenty of room, here, you steersman, opeii 

the 
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the coach door, and let us help that poor 
young woman into this birth." 

"Why I have no objection, master," 
answered the coachman, f*f but you knows^ 
outside and inside, p^sfng^rs are difFererit 
things, — who's to pay t^ difference of the 
fare?" .. 

" Why Itvill^'' cried Thompson. 
^^ No, no," exclaimed the invalid, "no, 
1 entreat you, Sir, I am very well here, in- 
deed I am*, I will not go inside, — pray 
leave me as lam." 

"Look yee, young woman," returned 
^the lieutenant, " you are upon a slippery 
fore-castle, you may be over-ship in the 
dark, and founder before help comes to 
ye. So no more words, my conscience 
won't let me see you in danger, nor I 
sha'n't 3it easy with you at my stern ; so, do, 
m^'ood 3oul, let me put you safe under 
haWes, out of the way of squalls an^ foul 
weather." 

. " The 
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The poor young woman saw it Was in 
vain to contend with hfer humane neigh- 
bour, and bowevet repulsive to her fbelings 
to accept of the oWigatiort, she was as little 
calculated to support the fatigue of her 
situation, as unable to pay the additional 
expence. She therefore, with tears drop- 
ping on her cheeks, silently pertnitted her- 
self to be placed in the coach,-^nor did she 
reject a biscuit, though she declined th6 
grog. 

^' Mayhap," said he, ^^ ti gill of warm 
wine will do you more gobd,'* land without 
Waiting a reply, ht dashed off and presently 
rtttirned With It, entreatttig her to drink it. 
Not to dis^ppbint him, she dipped a small 
i^uantity and pressing his harid, said,-^ 
*' God bless you!*' 

' The manner and the wordd shot through 
Ihe heart of the poor lieutenant; b^ a 
feommons from the coatihmdn t6 rfesum6 
his place, cut short all further conversation, 
ttt^ he jumped up to his birth, after tossing 

off 




6fFhis glass of grog, wfiich he fbund very 
necessary to recruit his spirits. 

When they stopped it thie inti, lb dihe, 
Thompson handed out his sic^k frietid, With 
equal respect and tefiderness ; nor did he 
neglect offering his hand to thi^ other fe- 
ttiales in the coach, one of W}iich Only ac-- 
cepted it> the other two IhreW up their 
heads and coWly declined his assistance. 

Thompson was not a man 6f observation, 
he knew nothing of the Wot^ld, or of the 
secret springs of the hiim an heart; he had 
HO idea that he could have given oflTetiM 
by shewing humanity to t feltow dretitare, 
or Committed ah iinparddnable insult, by 
^^ Stowing a sick outsfdj^ passenger into th^ 
eabih/* 

He gave his arm to the yoang woman, 
atid convtiy^d'hfer itito a good rbOm, whtr^ 
sheMjIas scarcely seated, before, to his j^tieat 
dismay, she fainWd^ihd hfe-Bsudly voci- 
ferated for assisWttW. :* /- ' ' 

By^ 
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By the endeaydtrs of the landlady, and 
the smelling-bottle of the lady who Jiad 
deigned to* accept of Thompson's offered 
hand/ the poor invalid soon recovered, arid 
he left her to their care, ^* while he exa^ 
mined into the state of the locker/' — A 
fine piece of roast beef and a gibletvpie 
were just going smoaking hpt to the table ; 
but though the scent was perfectly agreeable 
to him, he had consideration enough to 
think it might be too powerful for a sick 
stomach, he therefore asked if they h^d 
any new l^d eggs, with a tart or two, fqt 
the poor young woman ip the other rponi^.^ 

*[ Yes, Sir," replied the landlady,, ^^ w^ 
can give her a couple of ^gs /and a^c^aioe 
custard, in a trice ; — but — a — as these 
things are not provided; for the coach pas- 
sengers, we shall expCjCt therp ito be. paid 
extra fof.'^ .'.-1 ^ •,;.. /i-rv: ; .//cri 

'jy^ryy.^^AV P?t#rne4f![iei 'Ic^rry thei» 
in, and / will pay for Vh§rR." , i ; .. /I 



>^ 
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He went back and tdfU the invalid she 
would have an egg brought to her, and as 
soon as he had swallowed a few mouthfuls 
of beef, he would .come to her again.— 
Tears were her only answer, and he darted 
away, followed by the lady. 

*^ I admire your humanity. Sir," said 
she, ^^ for I find you are an entire stranger 
to this young woman /^ 

" I don't know who she may be," an- 
swered he, st6pping and bowing to the 
speaker, ** but what of that, you. see she is 
very sick, poor soul, and it's our duty to 
help forward a fellow creature.— -She's bad 
enqugh, and, I fear, will soon be in that 
port from whence there is no return.'* 

" I fear so too,", rejoined the lady, '^ and 
'tis from thence I feel much to admire in 
your kindness.-— Young men in this age 
rareljyiestow favours on females without a 
view to self-gratification of some kind or 
other." 

Before 
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Before he coiild reply, they were sum- 
moned to dinner, -^ Thompson, much 
pleased with the lady's kindness to the sick 
girl, and attention to himself, was plirti-^ 
cularly assiduous for her accommodittion^ 
without intending ally slight to the otherB^ 
or observing their haughjty and indignant 
looks. 

And here it is imposstble to refrain from 
obsei^^ing, how much our own Ocmfiforts in 
life depend upon our attention to those of 
others.—- The , two ladies whose humanity 
was not proof against the affront of having 
Im odtside passenger, whose dress was al 
humble as her pretensions^ obtruded upott 
them so unoet^montously by the li€«i^ 
tenatit, whose wrapping grert "toat demon- 
Mrated) that ^^ hi was no grefst things, dtfA 
equally low-bned ^nd impertinent,** ^t in ft 
4i6difiinful silence tntlA they attived at th6 
kin ; when their angier burst forth in 8cbtn>- 
ful observations, and a reprimand to tb^ 
<Doachman, for admitting such low creatures 

into 
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into thdr society, who had tak^sn outside 
places. ^ 

"As to low, or high/' answered the 
msn, " so they pays me the full fare, its 
one and the saime tbmg to me. — Besides, 
the poor young woman was mortal bad, 
and he was a good hearted fellow that of^ 
iered to pay the £ire, and all passengers are 
alike to me.*' 

" Then you otight never to have persons 
of consecpieAce in yoor coach, fellow, if 
yoG don't know how to behave yourself. '* 

^* 1 knows vtry well how to behave my«^ 
«df. I don't trant to alTront Dobody,'' rt^ 
tuvned ooacbey, ^^ ihe ycftmg woman was & 
clean decent body, and as good as odter^, 
for the matter of that, sedng her fare will 
be paid/' 

" Om% be impeftinent, fellow, ^tis ptain 
70a dofn't care hbw you imult ladiea so you 
^dn he paitf'.--*-You would not have takcsi 
her into the coadi without being sure of 
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your money, though you presumed to force 
her upon us.'* 

" That's another sort of a thing. I pity's 
the poor thing, and would sarve her with all 
my heart, but the coach is measter's pro- 
perty, and I Riustn't chouse him of his fare, 
—But what signifies words about it, she is 
an inside passenger now, and he's an honest 
lad that lent her a hand." ' y 

The insulted ladies found it was in vain 
to contend; they encouraged eacjid other in 
the idea of affronted consequence, and 
displeased that their companion had fol- 
lowed the two low creatures, they deter^ 
mined to send her to Coventry, and to pre- 
serve an indignant silence in the coach. 

Thiswise resolution accompanied them 
to tile dinner table, whdi to their extreme 
surprise they beheld the lieutenant's uni- 
form, and a figure, now diisencumbered of 
an old wrapping coat, that he need not 
blush to exhibit in the most fa^hiQn^bte^ 
circles in the kingdom; though it wanted 

the 
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polish, of high life. He had a fine open, 
manly, countenance, an easy air, and a 
heiart that diffused the irresistible charm of 
good humour over a very tolerable set of 
feaiures, ^tting at defiance both ill-temper 
and illf^bi-eeding. 

' Babh lady found an inclination to wave 
her displeasure . and ~ profit by his iEttten- 
tions, but the compact they, had entered' 
intbv andf the rfmme of dropping theiri 
haughty i^jP^ve all at once, kept both si*-[ 
lent .^) equally ; dissatisfied with • theraselves 
and .the lady^ who was the object :of the 
yo&ng;bfiicei-'s civiiity. . ^ r - •' 

- T^iierr med was silentand uncomfortable,' 
aifd^ they presumed vthek places in' thecoatfh^ 
itnrietdrmined in vvhatVmanner to descend' 
frofrt rtheif ^ at iits, without * condescending to* 
notice the obtruded oatsideipassen|jer, : .; 

r. 3Dirae, yourig^ woman, much refre^ed', and 
gmfcfoUy sensiUe to the kindifies^ she' had 
cpcpeitienccd, Expressed: her? thanks j to the 
humane lady . in. ^ iterms . superior to her 

^ M.1 appearance ; — 
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appearance ;'^<-aitQther pang to the hearts 
of her stately companioos, (lor there are 
people in the world who dislike not the 
incense of gratitude^ though they have not 
hearts to deserve tt^) which encreased their 
displeasure and vexation^ till it recoiled so 
forcibly upon the pride of the elder lady^ 
that she exclfaimed,^— ^^^ Nothing can be 
tnore ill-bred^ than for people thus dfiut 
up with others^ to sin^e out any particular 
person^ or subject, to the KlHusiKm of 
other passengers from enjoying a conver- 
^tion^ to which all have an equal right.'* 

"Your pardon. Madam/* said tfie 
young woman, modestly, " I have no pre- 
tgnscions^ to join in conversation ; it vms 
simply a few words from my heart, which I 
addressed to this lady, to whose huinanity I 
am greatly indebted/* 

A scon^ful elevatbn of the head^ and a 
significant gknce, in whieh her associs^e, 
readily joined, tcHvards the humane iBdy, 
was the only immediate reply. 

Her 
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Her penetration easily deireloped their 
x^hacacters; sbe bad observed th^ir morti- 
fication darings the dimner hour^ when the 
navy beau^ wijthoiit design, had totally 
overlooked them^, in his ea^r desire to 
serve ^^ a kindly good-natured gentle- 
womaiu*' Imflueaced therefore by hu« 
inanity, and a desire to punish those un- 
feeling women, she appeared not to notice 
their observation, or the apology from the 
poor invaUd«Jpt in a kind voice questioned 
her, if she was going to Portsmouth ? 

*^ No, Madam,'* answered she, *^ I shall 
beset down ten miles, on this side of it, 
s^nd shall then have nearly two miles to 
walk to my native viHage/* 

*^ Will it be possible for ypu to walk? I 
fear your strength ^s inadequate to the 

" I must, however, make the trial. Ma- 
dam, for there is no stage conveyance." 

At that moment ia hind wheel flew off 
from^ tlie coach, and laid it flat on its side. 

A 
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A general shriek ensued; but most pro- 
videntially no person within, or without, 
received any material injury. Hie horses 
did not attempt to move; and only one 
itoan made a complaint, — he had pitched 
upon his shoulder, and severely bruised it. 
Others were' slightly hurt ; but our lieu- 
t£^naiU, and the ladies inside, suffered very 
Mttle, and were more alarmed than really 
hurt by the accident. 

When Thompson recovered his feet, he 
hastened to the relief of those ^Vconfiped 
in the c^bih/' Qn Iboking in at the 
^/ pprt-hole,*' .he saw the sick girl and the 
compassionate .ladyf raising their heads^ 
while their companions were screaming and 
^riigglijjgtQg^ti above them.' : .. - 

^:^ Avast.there," xried he, ^^ I shall take 
these in tow first, beqause one can't help, 
herself, apjdjfcloth^i^a^wiyiag'tp help her. 
So, dye s^,;'wchewf;l have stowed them > 
safely j,-m$y.b&p 1: sfaail come back to tJive 
for ypu ; but don 't : .enfcrease the jsteirm byl 

your 
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^ouT squalls, because theyll do you no 
service at all." 

Whilst he was speaking he was not idleV 
^ut with the assistance of another man, 
soon released his two favourites from their 
painful situation; and having seated them 
on a bank in the road, he returned to the 
coach, where he heard,—** Oh, the uh- 
feeling sea brute!— Help, help, we sliali 
be killed!'' 

^* No, not so bad as that neither," *iid 
Thompson, very coolly, " for you have 
tongue- speech enough ; and as you are my 
fellow creatures, and women too, ray help 
is at your service, — and I hope you are 
not much hurt.*' 

While he was speaking, a struggle en- 
sued between the gentle associates, who 
first should lay hold of his hand, ^nd be 
extricated by the efforts of his hiimartity ; 
and in this contest, some rude expressions 
and screams were issued from both ladies. 
VOL. r. D ^^r-^^ '' Odds 
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^' Odds bobs! one at a time,** cried 
Thompson, '^ there's no grappling two at 
once from this port hole.*' And then 
laying firm hold of the one nearest \q him, 
he soon disengaged her; and while his as-* 
sistant took her from him> he as assiduomljr 
relieved the other, and both were conducted 
to their companions. 

This accident happehed about a mile 
from their last resting place. The linear 
pin that fastened the wheel was bipken, 
and there was no proceeding without a new 
one; consequently the coachman wad 
obliged to go back, whilst his horses we?e 
t^ken care of by the outside passengera* 

A common calamity gei^rally unites 
people together, but that effect was far 
from being produced by the present one; 
on the contrary, each of the two ladies 
who had before united in one sentimi9llt, 
had on this occasion shewn so much self- 
ishness, and, forgetful of .their dignified 
consequence, had so insulted each other by 

rude 
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radfe epithets, and the exertion of their 
hands and feet, that they wlere become ir- 
reconcilable enemies. Nor could their 
mutual dislike to the lieutenant and his 
&vcnmte8^ now draw them together, or ex- 
tort one gentle word, op commiserative 
glance ; though both sieparately complained 
of their fright, and apprehend.ed terrible 
consequences from bruises they were as yet 
scarcely sensible of. 

But those complaints were wasted on the 
*^ desert air." The poor invalid, though 
but little hurt, had a frame so weakened by 
illness, that the sudden concussion had ex- 
ceedingly disordered her; yet she strove 
to jconceal her agitations, and the real hu- 
mane lady, though not a little terrified, 
was too grateful to Providence, and too 
much interested for the young woman, to 
bestow a moment's attention on those, who 
had so lately shewn . such perfect indif- 
ference for the sufferings of others. 

D2 The 
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The lieutenant had done his diUff, but 
the epithet of ^* sea brutCj" had reached 
his ear, and was discordant to his feelings; 
and although. he would not deny his as- 
sistance to the meanest, or most unworthy 
of God's creatures, in tlie moment of 
danger, yet^liis heart could distinguish be- 
tween kindness, gratitude, selfishness, and 
impertinence, he therefore directed all his 
attention to -his friends, unheeding the 
querulous complaints of the othersi. 

The young woman mean time jsatisfied 
the humane curiosity of t^ lady who sup- 
ported hen She said her father was a 
farmer and a man of property; that in her 
early days she had experienced the most 
tender* love from both her parents, and 
being an only child, had been taught to 
look forward to a comfortable independence. 
When she was near sixteen, she had the 
irreparable misfortune to lose her beloved 
mother. Her father was greatly afflicted, 
but he redoubled his kindness to her ; and 

for 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



NAVY LIEyTENANT. 53 

for many monthis it was their mutual en- 
deavour to console each other. 

There was living near them the widow 
p{ a lawyer, with two daughters nearly her. 
own age, with whom they were upon 
neighbourly terms. The lawyer was sup- 
posed to have left bu4 little Jjehind him, 
and ^very one was surprised at the hand- 
some appearance of Mrs. Woodman and 
her daughters. 

After her beloved mother died, this wi- 
dow paid them very great attention, and 
the families wei^ much together, but she 
had not the sfightest suspicion* of any at- 
tachment between her father and the lady ; 
for as she had been a widow only three 
months previous to the death of her parent, 
she thought it was common sympathy that 
attracted each for their mutual consolation. 

One morning, just ten months after the 

fatal event which had de'stroyed all her 

comforts, her father abruptly introduced 

Mrs. Woodman as his wife, and a mother 

D3 to 
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to whom he expected fihe would shew the 
greatest respect. 

" It is needless, Madam/* continued 
, the poor girl, ** to describe my feelings or 
regrets; I resolved to obey my father, 
though I soon found it impossible to love 
his wife, who governed him and the family 
in the most' despotic manner. 

'^ Her daughters insulted me hourly with 
the superiority of their birth, and by taking 
the lelkd ot.mt on all occasions; so that I 
Was, in a short time, a mere upper servant, 
and commanded by my father to oblige 
the Miss Woodmans, as I valued his £u^ 
Jure love and protection. 

" However repugnant to my fcdiiJgs,'H[ 
deteroiined to obey him. But poud un*** 
generous spirits soon assume a privilege to 
insioit those <:ompeIIed to bear, and who for 
peace sake are resolved toyorbear,— ^and in a 
f^^ mo0ths their insolence and tyranny 
^rivedat such a height, that I was worse 

' treated, 
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treated^ and little better dressed^ than our 
menial servants who worked on the farm. 

'^ Finding my health fast declining^ and 
my spirits subdued, I one day summoned 
courage to tell my father, I had thoughts 
of going to service ; that I could not work 
more any where than I did at home, and 
I was sure could not possibly receive worse 
usage.*-^I had borne^ tiU patience was ex-^ 
hausted^ and if I experienced the same treat-^ 
ment three months longer, was persuaded 
I should soon after be in my grave. 

^^ He seemed affected, paused a moment, 
and then hastily left me^ saying be would 
consult his wife. 

'' I saw him not again till we met at 
Hiqnier.— After the table was qleared^ he 
said, — " Mary, I have spoken to* your mo* 
ther, who is mubh shocked at your ill- 
tamper and ingratitude, but kindly wishes 
I would agree to any plan that you like 
and think conducive to your happiness*-^ ^ 
Since, therefore, 'tis your desire to leave 
1)4 us^ 
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us^ she is so good as to say she will intro- 
duce ypii to a distant relation of her's :iii 
London, who has the power to recommend 
yoM into some good family, and >with whom 
you may board till you are well settled. 

,"I shall also, by hei' desire , give you 
twenty pounds in your pocket, and wiU 
allow you that sum yearly, that you^nrmy 
have an independence ; and I hope you 
will n^w think you have met with more 
kindness and generosity from your mother 
and me, than your sullea ill-temper has. 
deserved from us.** 

" To this observation I made no reply ; 
I only said, I hoped I should never lose 
hjs affection, nor by any improper conduct 
be thought unworthy of being considered 
as his child. 

/^ I left the room. — I saw exultation 
sparkling in the eyes of both the mother 
and Jier daughters, that they had suc^ 
ceeded in driving me from tl>e house of 
my parent; — and much had I endurefl,and 

great 
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great had been the struggles bf my feeKngs 
before! had resolved on a step so; painful; 
But I could bear no more, and once' deter- 
mined, I had resolution to persevere., ^vi 

** I will not, Madam, trouble you with a 
description of the agonies I felt wheii quit- 
ting the house, and a parent once so tender, 
and ever so dear to me; nor the many 
unpleasant occurrences I met with . in 
London, before I obtained a situation. 

^^ Unhappily the sufferings of my mind 
and body had been gradually undermining 
my health before I left my father's house ; 
and asi while Lhad any strength, I never 
complained, or relaxed in the performance 
of my duties, I was not fortunate enough 
tp meet with one sympathising heart to 
shew me the le^st indulgence. 

" For eighteen montlis Lhave attended 
a lady of fashion^ whose eternal round ot 
engagements, late hours, and the important 
business of dress, which rjeceisarily en- 
gaged every vacant moment, left her no 
J), 5 opportunity 
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o{qpbrtunity to dbiierve n^y looks, or^ ^^ 
iCreMng illneas, till faintings u^d to iblIo# . 
* the kboari of the toilet; it wds then dis^ 
covered I was unfit for my situation^ and I 
f was- discharged. 

'^[ I kod^ a small lodgmg and sent for 
medical advice, though convinced no ad^^^ 
' vice cooM restore a broken constitution or 
heal a wounded heart. 

*^ I wrote to my father, without exagger- 
ating, <»r concealing, the state of my health • 
It was many days before I had an answer^ 
and when it came, only added bitter pangs 
to a sofFering spirit ;-r-** he had been en-^ 
gaged by the marriage of the eldest Miss 
Woodman to a medical gentleman in the 
^ neighbourhood, to whom he had given five 
hundred pounds, which sum he also had 
intended to give me, had not my perverse 
' temper carried me from his house, and 
^ prevented any offer for me. — However, he 
desired I vrould have proper advice, and 
' endeavour to get well.— -When I wanted 

money 
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money I might let him know^ but tfuU, 
.touid not be the caseyet.^^ ^ \ 

<^ This iDdifference itom a faithei' daet 
90 afFecttenate^ and ever tenderly teted, 
\ encreased the complaint in mj side and oa 
my thtil§ by the many sleepless nights it 
i|j|^ €)08t me.-^The doctor attended me some 
weeks^ and the eipence of that^ and mj 
loaging> soon redaced my finances^ while 
my weakness encreased daily; I then de«; 
ter mined to requ^t the doctor's candid 
optniun, whether it were posiuble I should 
get into healtli }~-Thu6 pressed, he said» 
*~^' Nothing wM impossible with God ! I 
had youth on my side^ and much patmice* 
Stilly he.confeBsed'^ that the present state of 
my health *^as very doubtful; be feared 
medicine *CQuld do no more for me, but 
^>erel wais a chance ^ by country air and 
proper^tt^ntioti/^ 

'^ I was now saAkBed of my danger, and * 
beard his opijiidn with firaimess and re*^ 
signation tp the Ahnighty will. — Im'medi- 

\ ately 
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itely I wrote to my father, that it was my 
wish to die under my paternal roof, and 
told him the doctor's final opinion. 
. ^^ By the return of post I received an: 
answer, desiring I would come down di- 
rectly ; that he had no doubt but kindness 
and country air would set me up again, and 
they would be all very glad to see me. 
1 ^^ I knew no time was to be lost if I ever 
; were to see him again; and having paid off 
juy doctor, my lodging, and some small 
ilebts, I had^nly about fifteen shillings left 
in niy pocket. I was therefore obliged to 
take an. outside place, though scarcely able 
to sit up at all,— and to your humanity, . 
Sir," added she, addressing the lieutenant, 
^** I am indebted for much ease and 
comfort." 

Thompson jumped up, wrung her hand, 
and darted off the other side the bank; — 
nor could the lady refrain from tears at this 
(Sad artless tale, delivered with difficulty, 

when 
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when she cast her eyes over the skeletba 
frame of the narrator. 

'' Good God!" cried she, " I would not 
kave to undergo the feelings ^f your un- 
just father, for all that the world can 
bestow; — ^affliction and remorse must make 
'his future days wretched!'* 

"I hope not/' said the meek sufFefer. 
*'^ Jt wiJl be a consolation to me to die in 
the house where my dear mother died, and 
to be buried in the same grave, — I wish 
alsoHo take a last leave of -my poor father, 
and speak peace to hisrsoul. — Alas! he has 
not been permitted to follow the impulses 
of his own hearty and is* more tOr be pitied 
than condemned/ • 

Thompson at that moment came up, for 
a returned post chaise had been stopped by 
its driver, who asked if any of the ladies 
would get in?^r-On enquiry, he was to 
stop at the village where the young woman 
proposed leaving the coach. ' . 

" Upon 
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^^Upon my -word/* said the lady, *'I 
think you had better go on in the chaise^ 
we may be detained some time^ and pos- 
sibly the diiver may be persuaded to takti 
you home." 

/^Ah, Madam,*^ answered she, *^my 
fare is already paid/' 

•* Never mind that/' cried Thompson^ 
then calling the man, be asked him if he 
would take that, sick good 'young body to 
her father*s house ? * 

The man said it was a punishable things 
and he might lose his place; when looking 
more earnestly at her,-—'* Lord 1" cried he, 
•* why, if it ben't Miss Mary Thompson !*' 

" Who, what!" exclaimed the lieutenant, 
*' what is her name ?" 

" My name is indeed Thompson," an- 
swered she, ^*aiid I remember you Well^ 
Joe." 

" Dear heart, how thin you be growed ! 
sick, indeed, God bless you, come what 
wil} dnrt,^ FU take you safe home, for 1 re- 
member 



d by Google 



WAVY UEUTBKAKT. G3 

member whafi you was very kind to mother 
when she was cruel bad^ and I believe yon 
and your good mother saved her life.*-** 
Come, get in, Miss> I'll take as much care 
of you, as if you were with your own 
brother/* 

Miss Thompson got up, the lieutenant 
stookl, speechless till she addressed him, then 
pulling a bit of paper and a pencil out of his 
pocket, he wrote his own name upon it^ 
and his agent's. — *' There," said ' he, 
*' whether we be of kin or not I can't tell * 
but no matter, if you ever want a friend and 
I am in old England, Harry Thompson is 
your man." 

The poor girl burst into tears, and took 
an affectionate leave of the lady and her 
kind benefactor,-— Pressing his hand she 
implored the blessings of Heaven on him, 
with every good this world could bestow; 
to which he could make no answer but a 
fervent kiss on her hand, — and turning to 
the post-boy, he put five* shillings into Aw 
J hand,— 
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hand, — ^' There, my lac)/* said he, " never 
forget to be kind and helpful to a fellow 
x:reature in distress, and you'll never want a 
good birth above tliere^ in your time of 
need." - 

The two sullen ladies wlio were' seated at 
some distance, and had not heard Miss 
Thompson's little narrative, saw her placed 
in the chaise,, by^ her good friends, with 
equaJ surprise and indignation. — It has 
been observed by Rochefaucault, *' tFiiit 
wlien two people quarrel, theygenerillly sa4 
orifice a third person to their reconcilement, 
and are dear friends for ever after;" how 
far the latter part of the observation ex* 
tended to these ladies we know not, but 
*tis most certain, their spleen and envy to^ 
wards the poor young creature overcame 
the temporary anger occasioned by their 
selfish struggles in the coach,^and broke the 
sullen silence they had hitherto observed. 

** Was ever folly and rudeness carried to 
such a pitch as this?" exclaimed one;.^/ not 

. content 
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Content \vith obtruding that creature upon 
us, that absurd ill-bred young man has 
placed her in. the chaisey forsooth, without 
once paying us the compliment to ask if we 
chose to have it/! 

^* My dear Madam,'^ returned her com- 
panion, "it is our misfortune to be with 
such low people; I feel myself extremely 
fortunate in the pleasure of your company^ 
otherwise I must absolutely .have been 
dumb. — ^That woman I was really inclined 
to think a good sort of body etiough, but 
her associating with those low outsi<Je pas-* 
sengers, proves, in spite of her appearance^ 
that she is no better than they are; and, as 
she will now have no one to talk with, pray 
don't let us notice the creature/* 

This agreement was mutually entered into 
by these good ladies, who were once more 
eharming companions, and . joined m 
abusing their fellow travellers with the most 
hearty good Willi ' 

While 
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While they were waiting the return of 
the coachman^ one of those sudden thunder 
storms with hail, lightning, &q. which fre- 
quently take a partial direction, unexpect- 
edly broke pver them with such violence, 
that it was impos^ble to avoid being com- 
pletely deluged. 

Thompson, with the greatest rapidity^ 
threw his great coat over the lady, and 
placed her on the wheel, aaia preferable seat 
(o the damp earth ;^— he then leaped into 
the coach, which lay on its stde^ observing, 
he could weather the lea^^cihore, by lyiog on 
his baek, tho* the coach was npaet. 

The tuH^ friends np about screaming for 
assistance and covering, but they were un^ 
noticed^ as every one was shifting for bis 
own comfort ; and the lieutenant had con- 
tmeA such a hearty dislike to both, that, 
though one of the best^natured creatures 
upon earth, he laughed at their distress, ob-» ^ 
serving " they would have a good ducking, 
and while the poor sick young woman was 

stowed 
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stowed in a good birth, tbi^y would be half- 
seas over in a land squall." 

'Tis impossible to describe their vexation 
an4 deplorable appearance, they were com- 
pletely wet through; while. they beheld Uie. 
woman they contemned^ well covered by a 
great coat that defied the weather, and 
placed close to the coacb^ defended in a 
great measure from the vidence of the 
irtorm. 

The squall, as Thompson called it, tho' 
uncommonly violent, was short in its do« 
ration, imd had just abated when the coach- 
man appeared. The poor ladies, enraged and 
mortified, wanted an object on whom they 
could give vent to the passicm which b<Mied 
in Jtheir bosoms; they instantly began to 
abuse him for his carelessness in not exa« 
mining the linch-pins before he set out, 
and forgetting their dignified consequence, 
descended to scold in language by no 
means approipriate to their appearance. 

The 
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The man losing all respect, and not s 
little out of humour^ retorted in such 
vulgar terms, that the lieutenant, fronv re- 
gard to his lady, thought it necessary to 
initerfere. — " Come, come, my. kd, don't 
open your flood-gates, we have had a 
water-spout already; — lend a hand, and 
box the compass, that you may steer us 
, into port before more foul weather overtakes 
us, and the first port we come to, VJl giv« 
you a good glasa of grog tO' warm your 
inside*^" 

The last part of tbis speech moIRfied the 
coachman, as the few words he had uttered 
bad calmed the angry passions in the two 
ladies ; wha, shocked, mortified^ cold, wetj 
and uncomfortable, resumed their seats in 
the coach so completely humbfed, that both 
the lieutenant and the lady felt for their 
situation^, and their contempt was changed 
into pity. 

Thompson, whose literall hone^ heai4 
was always at his lips, after viewing them 

alternately^ 
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alternately, said, — "Dash me! hnt I am 
sorry to see you in such a pickle. .1 had but 
one great coat to be sure, and that ought to 
be given to her who was ready aftd willing 
to serve another, — for why, " one good 
turn- deserves another." — You hadn't the 
milk of human kindness for the ack young 
body, and so in foul weather nobody thought 
of you, or I might have tossed these pillows 
here to cover you; and faith I wish I had, 
for I am deadly afraid you'll suffer a 
shivering bout.'* 

"Pray, Sir/* cried one lady, "what 
right have you to become an inside pas- 
senger, to ajEFront us with your forecastle^ 
language?'' , . 

" Oh, ho! what then you know a little 
about the deck of a ship, do ye? — But 
lookye, young gentlewoman, I don't want 
to affront any one, and had you been good- 
natured you would have had help as well as 
others. And as to my being here, I settled 
that with the steersman ; I have paid for 

two 
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two phc^, and so mayhap I shall go above, 
and below, just as I like, so you see *tis of 
no use to be sulky about the business." 

They were now comj^tely silenced, and 
had to regret that by their pride and want 
of humanity, they had exposed themselves 
to mortificattcxi and neglect; when a small 
share of good humour, and 'a desire for 
mutual accommodation, would have made 
their journey pleasant to all parties, and 
ensured to themselves respect and attention. 
And this conviction we wish to impress on 
the minds of^our young readers, whether 
in a stage coach, or in their journey 
through life, that humanity, affability, and 
the irresistible charm of good-nature, never 
fails to inspire admiration, esteem, and re- 
spect^ and will always make them happy in 
themselves and agreeable to others. 

No particular accident, or incident, oc- 
curred during the remainder of their jour#- 
ney; and right glad were the poor shi- 
vering 
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Vering ladies to accept the lieutenant's con- 
^atulations on being arrived safe in port. 

They had indeed dried their clothes, that 
is their outside ^u-ments, at the first stage 
they came to; 'but their proud stomachs 
were not sufficiently subdued to accept a 
glass of warm grog which Thompson of- 
fered them^ though not so disdainfully re- 
fused as before^ for their spirits were a iUti€ 
tumbled. 

But their mutual self-consequence waited 
to be relaxed by the example of each other^ 
and the first who was addressed timidly re- 
ibsing^ the secosd lady reltictantly declined 
also^ each vexed at the pertinacity of her 
fiiend; and ashamed to order either i^lrits 
or wine, after their refusal, lest they should 
again draw, on themselves the cutting ob- 
servations of ihf^ offended sailor. Thus 
they continued half dead in their comfort- 
less situation, by their own absurd and fas- 
tidious conduct, until they were set down 
at the <end of tiieir jowiJfy . 

The 
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The humane lady found friends waiting 
for her. — She took a card from her pocket, 
and giving it to the lieutenant, — ^* My 
good Sir," said she, " I hope our acquaint- 
ance wilt not end here; little occurrences 
in this our short journey, has given me 
such a knowledge of your heart, that I am 
desirous to consider you in thejight of an 
old friend. Let me hope that if you re- 
main in Portemouth, you will speedily pay 
me a visit ; you will always find a plate at 
my table, and a bed in any house at your 
service.— My residence is only three miles 
from here; and be assured )^ou will be a 
welcome guest to me and my family. '^ 

Thompson was astonished, and extremely 
delighted by this unexpected kindness—- 
** Whenever I am commander of my own 
time,'* answered he, " you may depend, 
good Madam, that I will steer my oottrs^ 
to your house; mean time. Heaven bless 
you, and may you always have fair wind 
. and weather wheresoever you are bound/'- 

She 
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She thanked him, and again hoped he 
^ould soon pay her a visit. She then en^ 
tered a carriage which was waiting for her; 
without deigning to notice the two greai 
ladies; who to their infinite surprise and 
vexation, were informed she W2« a Mrsi 
Percy, a lady of family and very consi- 
derable fortune, who had been to London 
to serve an old acquaintance in much dis- 
tress, and on such an occasion delicately 
laid aside the appearance of superidr Ypr- 
tuneand consiequence, and triayelled^up and 
down in the stage without any attendahts. ^ 

A character of this description was^ above 
the comprehensioh of the^e' proudly meari 
spirits, they thought "she Vas' a strange 
charateter,-V while they regretted^ tHey had 
lost an opportunity of being known tohfei^^ 
i— ^5 but, deari who could believe a woman 
of'het fortune %odd travel in a st^ge 
coach, and' cortcerh herself about ^ a' 'poor 
outside passengfei* ?** - ' : "^^ ^ ' • - 

vol,; I. •.;-■' ^ E'- ' '\ ' '^ ' "-^^-tfeor 
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Poor creatures I thcty wqre strangers: to 
the sweQt fe^ings of huifianity, the pure 
de%ht of sympathising with the unfor^ 
iunate ; the exalted pleasure which clings 
to the heart, when we c^n either relieve or 
console a sufFering fellow creature! — Let 
us turn Uom such unworthy beings, on 
whom tha world will revenge itself; for 
those who cannot feel for the sipk md ^* 
flicted, will assuredly experience, in the de^ 
dine of life, that neglect, contempt, and 
inhumanity, which they have shewn to 
others. 

The landlady of the ino, who had the 
highi^st respect for the character of Mrs# 
Percy, and had been informed by the ser-* 
vaults who waited for her arrival, of the 
occasion that induced her to travel in a 
,$tage coach, being present when she gave 
her card and friendly invitation to our hero> 
was induced by that circumstance to shew 
him very particular attention; and as it was 
too late for him to make his appearance on 

board 
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board the ^^ Vengeance'* that nighty he had 
a mutton chop and a pint of grog, then 
retired to his bed ^th a soul of conscious 
nitegrity, at peace With himself and all tfie 
world. 

Before he dropt asleep, the occurrences 
of the la^t eight and forty hours pressed 
upon his mmd; nor could he help refiect^ 
mg on the strangeness of the circumstance^ 
that poor little Fanny, and the sick young 
body in the coach, should both bear his 
own narae of Thompson. 

'' Well," said he, '' it was a God send 
sure enough ; who would have thought of 
my finding name-sakes in such a manner, 
or that the poor little girl wds called by its 
right name when I gave it mine.*' He 
then heaved a sigh for the sad fate of its 
unhappy mother; and in the same moment 
it recurred to him, he had till then for- 
gotten the roll of papers the poor woman 
had given him, which he had put into an 
inside pocket. 

E 2 The 
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The candle was put out, and his curio- 
sity must be deferred till the next day. 

Satisfied in a review of his own conduct, 
he then comnKjnded himself to his Al- 
mighty Father's protection, a duty im- 
pressed upon his heart from the earliest pe- 
riod of infancy, and never obliterated Uy 
time, circumstances, , or the many l>ard- 
ships he had gone through wilji quiet per- 
severance in his subordinate situations; and 
soon after he fell asleep, with a mind at 
ease, and a conscience ^^ such as goodness 
bosoms ever." 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 



** In the world we may, find people enough that are 
ready to lay out their hearts, but 'tis indeed almost 
aitoirade to meet with a man who deserves to re- 
ceive itv* 

HOMPSON waked at an early hour, 
and began to dress and prepare himself for 
an appearance on the quarter deck of the 
Vengeance. Hissecret exultation at the rank 
/he was now to hold^ was a little allayed by 
his total want of information relative tg 
the disposition of his- commander and 
messmates in the ward room. 

He had received, no polish from edtt- 

cation^ or spcbty, he only knew the duties 

E3 of 
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of a seaman^ and the respect due to his 
superiors. He had a native honesty, a 
strict integrity, and an intuitive civility 
and kindness^ which were frankly offered 
to all who would receive them ; and though 
oftentimes unworthily treated, his heart re- 
tained no gall or resentment, — at peace 
with himself, he neither feared, flattered, ^ 
or hated any man. 

Of the prudential maxims of the world 
he knew nothing. — His rather had died 
when. he. was about thirteen years old, his 
two brothers, like 4iimself, were obliged to 
provide for their own subsistence; and he 
knew not a relative, or friend> who could 
assist hitn with a single guinea. 

"When in the lowest subordinate situ- 
ttion, he lived as other seamen did, ex- 
cept in two instances, which his reverence 
for the advice of a beloved father had so 
firmly guarded him against, that neither 
ridicule or example were of sufficient force 
to oi^erpome the i^rong impressioa hxspa* 
: > rent's 
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rentes last admonitions had im|)tinted upon 
his heart, — " to avoid driwikenness, and 
forbear insulting his H^^v^nly Fitl>er by 
profane swearing/* 

Thompson found it m small matter of 
^ifiiGUlty to resist the kugh of ridicule; 
and guard against the infectiotl of e]<afm|)le; 
Imt he had from nature a^ strong mind^ 
and the warmest love and reject for his 
&ther. which stimulated him to the ob-> 
servance of his commands and pious eXf 
hortations^ — thp* he found arAong his com« 
panibns^ that a simple assev^ratioii, withbufc 
some accodfipanying expletives^ R>ade but 
very little way in their belief of his word. 

Odds bobsf-^Odds «jy i\fe l-^Dash my 
buttons /—and a few such nothing- meani- 
ing exclamations, he readily enough 
adopted ; but. his most . solenpn appeal, to 
confirm any doubted assertion, was, *' upon 
ibe faith and tjfuth of an honest lad^ it is 
as I tell ye/* 

£4 His 
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His' pecaliarities after a time ceased to.be 
noticed, otherwise than now and then by, 
" that puritanical dog, Thompson," or, 
'* that meally-mouthed fellow," and ex- 
pressions of the same nature, which passed 
unheeded by him, and were at length al- 
most obsolete. 

Good natured and sincere, he was ge- 
fiefrally beloved. He had a heart adapted 
for friendship, but in the busy wooden 
world, therfe was little opportunity, or in- 
clination, to ^tudy characters or make a se- 
lection ; * and when he, was rated a midship- 
man, he had the mortiScation to find most 
of those young bucks despised, his want of 
spirit, liis strict economy and integrity.— 
.Whilst many without scruple made free 
with each other's clothes, and broken boxes 
and lost shirts and stockings were a ge- 
neral complaint, he happily had fouujd fa- 
vour in the eyes of the gunner, was adr 
mitted to mess with him, and his small stpck 
ofwearables^were in safe custody. 

The 
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, The ganger was a >yell informed man, 
ftiore than fifty. . In the course of a three 
years station in the West Indies, he had 
marked the character of Thompson, and 
on many occasions Bhewn.htm kindness and 
indulgenee. They were afterwards sepa- 
rated for near two years^ when in the 
course of service, they were again thrown 
iftW the san>e ship, where Thompson was 
rated. 

r The gobd man thea took him into his 

more peculiar care, lent him a. few books, 

itfnproyed .his writing, and , encouraged all 

the good traits in his character;— it was at 

this tfrhe abo, he ibecartie acquainted with 

Mr. Barfon^ the surgeon's mate, and for 

two ! yearii with these- friends, Tliompson 

passed some of his happiest days. — 'But the 

gunner got a superannuation from bad 

hj5$lth|i Barton ; luckily got a gentle help-^ 

rt^ite, and a snug Sihop; Thompson lost his 

best oompanipos, , aq^ the four, foUowmg 

y^9of his life were unmarked by any par- 

* E 5 ticulaf 
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ticufair occurrence or attachment, till a 
gallant action recommended him to the 
{Nulicular notice of his commander^ and a 
|u8t representation of his conduct to the 
Admiralty boards procured him a tieute^- 
nant's commission^ from which period ^v« 
'^te the epoch of his entrance into the 
world. 

We have digressed ia little from the chain 
of our story, where we left Thompson with 
conscious pride equipping himself to appear 
before his captain. — ^On putting on his cd&t 
he found the memorable roH of paper, it 
Was scaled and directed,— 
'■ **To some soul of humanity, if such 
^' there be in the form of ihan, 1 commit 
^ the wrongs, the sorrows, amlis^he crimes 
^* of Elten, — But whoever he My be into 
^ ^hose hands theSe papers shall be given, 
^if he has not pity and humanity in hi» 
^ bosom, let him not dare to e^Kamine this 
V sacred trust of unexampled wetphedness;* 

l^thiflf 
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^'^ this legend of b^eness; pet6^, ad4 
*^ guilt." 

ThompBcm, on reading tilis sdcfmn ad* 
juration felt a shuddering senstftioh at hii 
heart; — '\Dare /open it?'"' thought he.'^^ 
A nifoment'B reflection recalled the «m)iai>(^ 
woman's l>le66ii^, and the free Aeli^r;^ of 
the packet to him. 

*« Now I cannot pertiae Jt,*^ laid'lke^ •' I 
have not time. — ^Foor soul I ^tis a |rildoiM 
story, I have no doubt ;-^lH]t befert this 
hour I trust she has obtained pardott (rbm 
that mercffti! judge wba sets ap dlo/V-^thcf 
the laws on Mtth have consigned her fo H 
dismal fate, plByM gracious ^ebteitnlu^r 
^^ llijjjlt ^^^K^ll^^^ rfntfty 0^ a {loor re« 
lilfltant si^r^ Jk4 giv^ her r good binh 
it the laser A ^^ 

In a iM^anthbly lipaih of thought h« 
k>cked the packet iiyp trunk, with a deep 
stghy y« With a g^pi of suf^shme. on ^hi^ 
bueast^ that by tak^plittle FMny, be had 

givea 

im0' 
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given, 0oe moment's ease to a despairing 
heart. ^ 

. >; Sweet Waa the reflection ! and his feeU 
ih^siat.ihat moment were to be envied by t 
the-jliiappiestivdluptuary,. however great ot 
^kdtfigjiiiahed, vAxo is a stran^ger to the inex* 
pre^l^ dielight of haViing performed a be- 
nevolent action. It was this sentiment th^t 
banis^^itf^e frona the breast of our Jiero, 
^ii^^eEi^b/elli^lpfed his features with a placidity 
tbftt fe^fpc^e iijwar^l content. 
. Qprppj^iy; dressed, be went on board the 
Veoge^Rflp, J theq laying off the harbour, 
9r>4' Wi ;reQeiyed.by the first lieutenant^ 
\f/hf>mj^f^^him the £aptain was gone to 
Londpn^ m busiiaes^ to the boa^d, ai>d 
Wpay inot; r§turi3^ tiH the next evening;— 
adding, *^we shall certainly sail, in three . 
days after be feturAS,ffof our convoy are all 
rpady. If, therfifprf;,'/ continued he, /* you 
havf any . friends to see, or business to do 
on { shore, npw is your time; jbefore tJie 
captain comes/' 

TlKjmpson 
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Thompson thanked him for the intima- 
tion^ and was pleased wkh his appearafife 
and . manner, and it just then occurred to 
;him, that he would pay his respects to Mrs. 
Percy ; he, therefore^ accepted the liberty, 
and directly put off for shorq, promising to 
be on board the foUov^ing morning. 

On returning to the inn, he obtained di-r 
rections for his route> of the landlady, who 
even offered Ifiim a horse; but aa it was not 
then more than eleven o'clock^ he bad full? 
time enough to walk the^e. \ - l 

In less than an hour, he eiUefiedoid; a long 
avenue of trees, at the end of which he 
saw a very handsome house> situate on a 
rising ground, with a lawn, and a fine sheefi 
of water before it.* .; 

The lieutenant halted, he had not been ill 
the habit of visiting people of fortune, or a<i 
superb liouses. — *^ Odds life!", cried heji 
" this is a sort of cruise I don't m^h 
fancy. — To be sure she kindly invited rae, 
bat what then ? this great house must feayq 
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a great many fine folks in it, and mayhap 
all of th^ori may not be so kind hearted aS 
she seemed to be; I've a good mind to shift 
sail and go back to the landlady/' 

While he stood thus irresolute, a young 
gentleman, who appeared about fifteen or 
sixteen, came from between the trees just 
before him, and observing Thompson 
atanding motionless, and also seeing the 
naval uniform, it directly struck him, thia 
stranger was the gentleman whose humanity 
had been the subject of his mother's pane- 
gyric that morning. --^ Advancing, there- 
fore,-—" will you permit me to ask you. Sir, 
if you are going to visit Mrs. Percy?'* said 
he. 

^^ Why, to own the truth, young gen- 
tleman," returned Thompson, •* that was 
my intention ; biit I don't know how, per- 
haps I may be taking a liberty here, there 
may be company.*', 

*^ No, no. Sir, there are no company,— 
I am sure my mother will be glad to see 

you. 
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ycJii, if you are the gentleman that cstme in 
the coach with her from London.** 

'^ Yes> the very same^*' replied <Mir Keu- 
tenant, "and if you are sure, young Sir, 
that t shall not be unwelcome, why 111 go 
forward^'* 

^' I am, imlfted, very sure of it,** rejoined 
Master Percy, ^^and will conduct you. Sir.** 

Mrs. P^rcy was sitting in her dressing 
room, which ftonted the avenue, and saw 
her son and the lieutenant advancing;—* 
she was no l^ss pleased than surprised at 
thi$ i^rly yisit> and hastened down stairs to 
receive himv-*-And here we shall give a 
short ^ceount of Mrs. Percy, whose good* 
" ness of heart aud benevolent actions were 
a libel upon all her neighbours, with three 
times her fortune and^wer of doing good. 

She was the daughter and also the wi- 
dow of two resptectable country gentlemen i 
Brought up in retirement under the care of 
an affectionate/ mother, and a very intetli- 
- gent 
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gent governess, she bad obly beentwice m 
London before ^he was matried ^ 

At sixteen she' was introduced to society 
in theneighbourhoodj, and, it was not Iqeg 
before Mr. Foky received rn$ny ^dyan^ 
tageous offers for his daughter, who was 
known to be heiress to near a thousand a 
year, besides her personal and mental en- 
dowments^ Which were universally ad^fiirfed. 

She was near eighteen, hov^eVer^ b^oi^^ 
her careful parents permitted dny addre^s^ 
to be openly avowed under their^ sanetiorJi 
and among many candidates it most for|if4 
nately happened that. the, manher heart se-r 
lected, was him of all others to whom Mf i 
Foley wished to have her united. 

His paternal fortune did not exceed J^er^Sg 
but the character and principles of Mi:^ 
Percy were so well established^ that had it 
be^n lessy her judicious parents would have 
deemed his good qualities a full eqqival^nit 
for an inferior fortune to their daughter's^. ^ 

He 
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' He had lost both his parents, and was 
then four-and-twenty, having one young 
sister, of four years of age, whose birth was 
followed by the death of h6r mother,, whose 
health had rapidly declined from the period 
of her husband^s death, six months pre- 
ceding her own. 

This unfortunate little girl, who had 
three thousand pounds secured to her (her 
mother's fortune), was left to the cdre of her 
maternal aunt, who lived at Richmond^ 
and was, therefore, wholly independent of 
Mr. Percy, and was the only child that 
lived out of nine born after their eldest son, 

;^Jr. Percy had of course no one to con- 
sult, and having obtained the approbation of 
Mr. and Mrs. Foley, and the blushing con-^ 
sent of their charming daughter, they were 
happily married, and for several years en- 
joyed as much real felicity as this sublunary 
world could admit of. Three lovely chilw^ 
dren,. two boys and a girl, crowned their 
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hdppiness^ and grew up every thing tbey 
could wish. 

About three years before the period of 
this introductk)!), Mr. Percy udbrppily 
caught a cold, by overheating himself in 
hunting) and fell into a rapid detlin^; which 
in five months terminated bis existence^ ta 
the inexpresable grief X){ his kdy and 
children^ 

But Mrs. Percy had a mind too strongs 
and was too sensible of the crime of sinking 
under irremediable misfortunes, when she 
had maternal duties to perform,, not ^ to 
struggle against the sorrows of her heart**— 
She found the efficacy of a pious resigna* 
tion, and the exertbn of active duties; and 
though ever feeling her own irreparable loss, 
^e knew that lass was an eternal gain to 
the dear object of her regret, and ' she 
bowed in humble submission to the Dtvme 
wilL 

Her children engrossed all her c^es^ and 
itf her thoughts^ and well did their progress 

in 
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in '^goodnesS) and every requisite accom- 
plishment, repay her maternal anxiety. 

Clara who was the eldest wad at this time 
just turned of seventeen ; she was not tall 
enough to be called a fine young woman, 
but she was a beautiful sylph-like figurey 
and extremely .well proportioned. -Many 
girls are admired as beattlieB> Clara was 
more than a beauty ^-^sbe was etptivatiogy 
Interesting, itit^igent, and irreabtifale. 

She was not a street beauty, to attract the 
loungers to follow and stare at her;~-ever]r' 
one would say, " That*s a lovely girl!" but 
modesty und>trusive, and retiririg, she 
would soon be forgqtten in the dashingj^^ 
bdd^ presumptuous forwiardnes^ of Jtne 
girk, who demand . notice, and cavrt 
observation. 

It was at home, among a small circle Qi 
friends, that the young Clara wai admired 
and beloved; from thence no one withdrei^ 
Without a prepossession in her favour.**^ 
She was not, however, ^^ a faultless monster^ 

which 
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which the world ne'er saw," she was rather 
too susceptible; her disposition lively, quicky 
and with a tenacity in her opinions when 
called upon to declare them, that was cer- 
tainly reprehensible in so young a girl, and 
was a defect her mother laboured hard to 
correct. 

She was humane, generous, and candid. 
She had read much, and profited by her 
studies^ since her understaruling was supe-^i 
rior to the common run of young people; ^ 
and unfortunately she was but too sensible ' 
of that superiority^ and from tRence ac- 
quired that pertinacity which would not 
yield to the weak judgment of others. 

It was in vain her mother inculcated th© 
grae^ of yielding to a weak opponent, . and 
the impropriety of persistance in one of her 
age. 

. ^^ My (fear Mamma,*' cried she, " I can. 

be silent, but, indeed, when my sentiments 

are called. for, I cannot be induced to recal 

. thenv 
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thiem without beiijg^ convinced they are 
wrong." ' . ^ 

^^ There, my love, is the;erroi^. — You are 
not ecufily coiwincedh Clara;: and*, beKeve, 
me, th<xugk. the mim^ awfeelhess df your 
temper ^ng^es regard, and ttjKMti^b I dUow 
that you ha/vo^MD^rdspe^t; for the opiiiions 
of older .peolple^ y^t if you get yourself up 
as wistF; and betteri iiiformed; than yotfr 
cdnp^panions^ you*in fact lessen your 6wti 
olakns, by seeming t<i.«^«ci tlieim— and in- 
wjlt your friends, , who perhaps have aaot had , 
yopr opportunities for ipfijproveTOenfe.-^And 
intone word,, iny dear j a truly intelligent, 
sen^bte girl, ^bwW be di^dent, mode^, 
4^4 as unQbtrio^ve in Imr ppjnions^ as. sho 
it/ill. her pckrsQtt.'V.! . > fi »i, .i>) :. ; ! 

" But, Mmytm^J newr pretoipe^to ojer 
an opinion. Xou ha^^e told me to think 
before, I declare my jsoatkpde^ts, ^ndJorac- 
qxmp a decision, a. firnuness. of character^ 
whichijmiay^preserTO me (vQf^ aa instability, 
a frivdity of mindvattdrvACtion, ; wbioh you 
;- i; ,;v;. ' '.,' say, 
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say, impedes every pit^gress in virtue>. are 
the marks of a irlean soul, and renders on« 
variable and contjeiiiptable.'* 

^^ All this is very true, Clara, bot yea 
miist draw the line beMreen ah obi^tinacy in 
opinion unbecoming one so young, and the 
frivolo^ indecision which has no character 
of its ow«. Yon majr ^H with a grac6 to 
the tenacity of others, without adq^ting 
their sentiments, if they really appear to be 
wrong; and this complaiisance will do yon 
more honour in the jud^etit of all sensible 
people than a persistance in argument. — 
You give up contention without a forfeiture 
of your judgment, because it is a vain at« 
tempt to convince folly of its absurdity; and 
be assured, that in general those who have 
the least pretension to good sense, are the 
most forward and most tenacious.— -Deliver 
your opinion when called upon with a mo** 
dest diffidence, it will add grace to a |>ro- 
priety of thinking;^ but rather decline than 
seek for any controvert, your youth is a 

sufficient 
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sufiicient plea^.and you will lose nothing in 
the favour of sensible people by ikkloctng 
ifia4, as iftn apology for an avoidaoce of 

Clara so tenckriy lovtd her mother, that 
to desa've a reproof from her, waa the se- 
vei^^ pian to her heart; she determined, 
therefore^ to be more guarded in future* 
She was not blkid to the quickness of her 
temper, and Aocf ^ome^t^^ regretted having 
said too much, and blushed for the snperi- 
ority she had asaumed over her companions, 
yet strll she wm< fuUy aenaible of her ad- 
vantages, and found it both difficult and 
mortifying not to assert them over weak 
and abpurd ofMnions.— ^Jn short, Clara had 
the best heart in the world; the defect in 
her charactar, was a consciou^ess of a su- 
perior understanding and a better education 
than most of her acquakitance, and on . 
4bese. advantages she erected a little altar of 
vanify, that diminii^ed the value of hei^ 

good 
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^ood qualities, and crated envy in Che 
bosoms of others. 

Mr. George Percy, one year younger 
than his sister, was a very amiable and sen- 
sible youth, nor was young William at all 
inferior to him. — ^They had not the brilltjant 
understanding of their sister, but a more 
sedate and improveaUe one;*— they had an 
excellent tutor, and gave promise of doing 
him the highest credit by their learning and 
good sense. 

. They were both passionately fond of their 
sister, and she as tenderly love4 them, their 
hearts were in unison, though their spirits 
did not exactly accord; and a more perfect 
family union could not be, than existed in 
the.'dwetling of Mrs. Percy. >n i i- 
- Siich were the characters to which our 
lieutenant was introduced* He was receive«| 
with ;ja cordiality that delighted )hirh,and*4n' 
a very fe^* minutes the awe and awkward-t 
Vies^ which bad (accompanied l^, entirely^ 

wore 
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v9ovecfff and ho presently iMt himself at 
home. 

He told Mrs. Ftrcy he bad seized ttie 
only opportunity he should have to accept 
her kind invitation^ though he was a UtUe 
dashed^ thinking it too soon. 

" It can never be too soon/' returned 
she^ ^^ to see a person we e^eem; and as 
I pride mysdf a little upon readmg t\^ 
minds of people^ I do assure yoa^ that in 
you I am inclined to think I meet kti oM 
friend^ one whose heart is congenial to my 
own. My children are also prepared to 
love you^ Mr. Sanby, the tutor^ is ready 
to offer you ! his esteem ; judge therefore 
whether yoa ^:ould posi^biy give us the 
pleasure of your company jMo^^ofi/^ - 

Bcx>r Thompson^ a stranger to ti^e, gratis 
•of docution, could only express his fManks 
in plain^ unadulterated Iknguagb^ whi<:b^ 
however, lost nothing of its efl^t with 
nainds capaUe of ap{Htciaftbg tile efficiskMia 
of a honest hearts 

VOL. I. F Mrs. 
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, Tyfrs. Percy toW bim, that anxious to 
hear of Miss Thompson, she had sent a 
sew^nt on ihoVs^ack to .make 'eaquii-y of 
her hje^lth,T-'^ It viras singular enough," 
added she, *^ that ycii. should find a name- 
sake in that pppr young woman your hu- 
manity so esjsejitially! relieved.'* 

*^ Yes,-' retiipuedlhe lieutenant, ^^ sure 
enough it dumbfounded me a little; but what 
of th^t, th^ name signifies noticing, since 
we are* all a kin, and carne.from one parent 
stock, as my gopjd f^thiep used to, say.'" 

^5 Isi your father yvirtg?-' a^ked Mrs. 
Percy. 

V Noi and the worse is ray .;1ik^; he 
died when I w^i but fourteen /years old, 
and so I lost my best friend ahd adviser, 
4br he.wa&p good soul as ever broke bread. 
H^ w^s a parson, and all the parid^ loved 
hiqi dearly ; and a better father n^ver lived. 
My eldt^t biiother is a parson^ somewhere 
eifti^pl'^s^i^i^ ^nd. t'other lad vvsnt. to the 
East Indies. Whether he ii dead or alive 
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I can't say, because I have not beard of 
him these fivie years^j iind as fof tHe parson, 
he i^er troubled hiiriself about me after 
father died ^<^— I wa's then left to stand on 
my own bottom, and steer my course as 
well as I could. Thank Grod I have done 
pretty well— I owe nothing but good will 
to any man — IJhave not done any thing to 
be ashamed of — and have now got a littte 
matter of prize money, vrhich is well dis- 
posed of 5— their lordships have given: me b 
commission, which I hope I shdll nev^r 
disgrace— and with health, and a gt)od 
conscience, I am as happy as hi§ Majisty, 
God bless him !^-44and have nothing to wish 
for, except it be a better '\^ay of .tilting, 
f<^ ids I must now^gbj more ambngyyour 
geMe€* folk«, I .mug* try to lettrti' more ei^ll 
manners. My good father tdaght nde'tto 
be tipright, honesty and tru«t in God, but, 
poor soul, he kiiew nothing of the manners 
of the world; however, 6^e is never '^itfu 
old^oJearh.f\ ' -'i r^iiL. !.; :; /, • t 



1 
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'^ My dear Sir,** returned Mrs. Percy, 
delighted with his honest frankness^ ^^ yon 
have an invaluable hearty and a knowledge 
from nature superior to all 4he polisbed 
manners of the world-— you have humanity, 
and a soul feelingly alive to the distresses 
of your fellow creatures; your intercourse, 
with mankind may possibly give nioreW<?- 
gance to your cosiversation^ but believe me, 
if polite language should teach you to dis-- 
guise the native sincerity of your heart, 
you will lose more than you can gain by 
your knowledge of the world." 

Thompson bowed his thanks, and the 
conversation soon became more general; 
for Mr. Sanby had resided some years in a 
m port town, and therefore easily assimi- 
lated htmsdf to the phrases and manners 
of the lieutenants 

CI$ira was eitremely delighted ; here was 
a new chi^acter for her observaticm. She 
lias ^ruck with his person^ which was 
manly and attractive, though he had not 

sacrificed 
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sacrificed to the graces; and the ingenuous 
language of the heart,, free from the so- 
phistication of flattery and fa^ion, with 
the traits of goodness in his disposition 
which her mother had related, altogether 
gave htm a sort of interest ia her esteom^ 
as a being superior to the fiiyolous manner^ 
of the age. 

The family in general regretted that their 
acquaintance would have so speedy a ter<« 
ninatton ; a royage to the East Indi^ ki^ 
eluded a period of time in which a thousand 
teforeseen occurrences mi^ht intervene to 
impede their hope for an opportunity to 
improve their intimacy. 

^^ Such is the common lot of mortals,** 
said Mr. Sanby, ^^ we hmre d}way3 sosM* 
thmg to wish for, and something to regretj 
to enjoy the , pcresebit good therefore, w^ 
must be resigned to the future.--^Whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil, if out 
hearts d6 not accuse us^ content and peace 
' F 3 are 
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arealw^s within our reach, if we chuse to 
embrace them." .. 

1 Clara: was desftred to play and ring to our 
hero, who wholly unaciquainted with sueh 
dulcet sounds, fancied himself among (he 
syrens, and' was 'literally transported; for 
strange as it 'may seem, it was the firist time 
he had ever heard the piano, or knew .the 
susceptibiirty df his own sopl for such sweet 
harmony. . Per voice and execution struck 
the-ehdrdb trf, his feelings, and the impres-* 
iion vWaiS / nettr ^erased by Htne or space. 
( SooQ.5ffterl.diiiner the. servant returned 
foorn^ Butlerwjok, . the name of Mr. Th'onjp- 
son's estate, with intelligence that Miss 
Mary was very,; ill from the fatigue of her 
journey, and- that. a physician had been 
^dotior. ' Her father' returned his thanks 
to/ IVJrs.) Percy for her kindness, and would 
send word in a day or two how his^daugh- 
ter) went on^ j Tire man adde4, — " He 
seemed in a gfeat cjeal of trouble." 

'' Poor 
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*^ Poor man!'* exclaimed Mrs. Percy, 
^^ he feels now the pangs of remorse, and 
of all the miseries which can befal frail hu- 
manity, there is^ none so difficult to support 
as self-condeftiiiation, and unavailing re- 
gret; all other sufferings may be softened 
by time, and the endearments of friends, 
but the pangs of i^emorse fix into the heart, 
beyond human strength or fortitude to 
extract." i 

^* Poor soul! 't' cried Thompson, " I be- 
Keve her moi-ti^t sufFeririgs will soon be 
over; and I trust- she will have a good 
birth abovd there, 'with^ kinder father, safe 
from the storms 06 life, and moored fast 
in a smooth harbour for ever." 

When the hour drew high for our lieu- 
tenant's departure, he felt a reluctance to 
bid his new friends fare\yel, and a sort of 
swelling in his throat, which was a sensa^ 
tion entirely new, and to him unaccount- 
able; nothing, however, could be more 
natural, for duriog! eleven years that he had 
F 4 been 
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been a sailor^ fae had never till then met 
with hearts in unison with his own. 

It had not been his lot to be introduced 
into the society of any £em^es above the 
rank of landlady's) obliged to live on his 
little modicum of pay, and to confine him- 
self whoHy to his ship, he had been ex- 
duded from all expansion of ideas, all pos- 
pibilily pf improvement, beycoid the advice 
and friendly admonitions of the' gunner, 
who though a worthy man, was as much a 
stranger as himself to the polish of genteel 
society^ Aildi if frog> booki he had leaml 
there was a difFerfent order of beings, and 
a few fine gentlemen, and some gay ladi» 
had swam before his eyes when he went 
sometimes on shore, yet so far from hold- 
ing conver&e with such, he was ready to 
cry out with the courtier in the court of 
Lewis the fourteenth,— *' Worship them, 
Thompson, but touch them not." 

It is extremely probable that had he 
knbwn the fortune and establisdiment of 

, ' s Mrs* 
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Mrs. Percy, do oohfiideraUoii wouW hfim 
induced him to have made the yi^ki bttjb 
that lady ^nd her family poM€6sed the tm^ 
tivating pcNreis of roftkijDg ev«ry one in 
their oomptoiyi eMy^^wd pleased wHfe 
themaelves^-rrMd ourhero fi^t Ihpae poweii 
90 irre&i»ti%, that it wa^ aftet several ftwH'^ 
l&» eflbrt^, ho at length rose,, aad wii 
oompelled to tear hiitiself frofp tbo kM^cit 
Mr^ SanJby and tho y^uuig gfntlweQ ac^ 
companied hm part oC tho way. 

" W^ll, Clara/* said Mrs, PerQy,/Vwhi»( 
do you think of pi^y tr|i^€Jiu[^ friend ^f^ 
J)id I $peaki M>o Wghly of Wra I" 
. " By no m«an«5 my ^r mpt,hert Ijm 
enchanted with hifn ; he ia hdndacunej ^ 
good %prfij with pn .o^an/esa of conn- 
t^nance expreaahre of t;he chamc^W nf bia 
mind* 'Tia true, he hat W* hoea 19 th« 
:Ch*^rfield apWopl, hpjiap fl9t sacrifiped tP 
ithe graces, j^nd oi>e might ^iah him to bp 
^lUiievf^ovf polished; b^t *v?p ap he i?t 
with that hon0$t fran^ne^Pi I aho^ld Ims 
F5 more 
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ttiim pii^tod/of his ?^ttachtne«it, than of any 
Ibk^-Warm H^dt^, such as^inhabitthebo-' 
96l»^ ofi dw neighbdurinlg^ibeaus." 1 . 
^ i'^^Ihdeed4^' returned Mrs. Fgl^cy. '' I 
att1/plefeagd,'ho>^fify€ry{Claray th$t you can 
. i6^3i»lly^^f)ip^ecmte 'the worth x>f a worthy 
ycitfrig'mah, for such I really think is Mr; ^ 
l*bnfcl|*bnt;-Mt^a5L to heam smd atia^hr^ 
mmr^ ^f 'deeii.^it is* yet tdo early Tor ydct 
tiS'btf {Jrb^a ^flf itoy «hii%> beyand your oV&ii 
endeavours- fo*AtlfeJinf'>thdse estimable qua-i 
litieS/whi^h' tnajr entitle you to hope Tor 
thT6^t3pi^bitti<:m6f%art*iyjpeople;''- ^'-^ 
Clara nfi^ ttb Veply, JJoi^ Ifer seiitiment* 
ffi^\ioV^^Gic?/y (ftitotd'with her driar mam- 
^^a^.Ui^e 'iHf6ui^t het^elf Very capable of 
jtragitig^^he-Valtfe tof hearts, and was not 
SttkeiiMbl^'1tl*th« [adh[tirarK)n rfie 6xcited| 
«riiiSgW^6lf^ WW tttb' modest to ^irt it'^^nd 
<Wa{i"'td6-mucft jl^d'senSfe tb^be ^rowl^ of 
^it)itle^ii cftlmplirnents, wWc'W^fiow ^d then 
^a^hed hfcr feai-8 in 'their= lisils to'^Porti*. 
'Hioiiith atid their-surroutidittg f ^iend5. 
oiofii i The 
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The. artless Thompson ^as the first man 
rfie had ever pal-ticularly regarded; the 
traits of i his humanity related by Mrs. 
Percy, jhadi^reaj^ly.pit^udioed her in his (a^ 
VQur,ifor.lA6r?^^ear-^ was " open a^ day to 
melting charity," and glowed with. ben&- 
yoJeln^ ^1^' eonvpas^jon for every unfortu- 
nate fellow creature. Sentiments, there- 
forCj sp;,cogg^nial, to her own, had spoken 
yp{aryw&>)nijb|ehalf of our lieutenant, before 
his mfinly person and undisguised frankness 
^ave him claiRis to her notice ; she saw him 
depart with regret, and lon^ after he was 
|k?^sing: onT tljg^wide 9pean, Clara retained 
M)e intpres^ipn .in her J^psom jo^ Xb(»^{)SQ()(8 
•p^scjlMr;ftpd,^opd|ip6$pf hfact.^! ! ; ,.^ 

- Qur berp rett^ned to the^^'nn, a^d,for 
^h^J^^^titdn^. ifi his, life, had his r/est brokeifi 
by theiS^v^et. Fj^membrance of the? lovely 
Jfmdr hear ted lass,, vfhg ^played, afl(|^ sung 
like, a nightifigale.r^*;^' He; sjipuld like, to 
kfiorvyra^liule mareiof such good souls, for 
he liaclc^^St wkh/nope such before in his 
, ^ travels 
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travels through life f*— .^howsomever, it Ag- 
yiiAed nothing to wish, bepause it was not 
wtrj likely they shoold meet ^ain^ as next 
ddy he tmiBt go abov<l> enter on new 
^utied^ and soon be far away from 0\4 
England^ 

^ He gave a sigh to the memory of little 
Fanny^ ^tttud her lost mother ; trusted the 
former to Heaven and honest Sam Barton, 
with a resolution to rise early^ make a bit of 
awiH to give his little girl the prite money 
in his agent^s hands^ and nev^ to desert 
her whilst he had life. 

He then reverted to poor Miss Mary 
Thompson^ whose death he looked upon 
as inevitable.^^His heart upbraided her 
'unkind and careless lather^ but he com- 
Ibrted himself that she would irfiortly be in 
a safe harbour^ and want for nothing. 

**But dash my buttons/* said he^ '<if 
this isn't somehow the oddest thing in the 
worVd, that sh^ and little Fanny should be 
my namesakes^ and both (all aboard my 

quarters. 
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quarters^ without any of us being a-kin^ ex* 
cept 4)jr the way of Adam^ ike great gar«^ 
dener/ in Paradise li^^WcII^ but what doct 
it signify^ if we all <^aine irom one atock, 
v^j then we oiust be shoota^fboA the same 
tree, and 'Us our duty tb hdpone another ."^ 

With tMs inoontirovertiblc truth, dictated 
by nature, and the ini& of JKiman kindness 
flowing in his heart, Thompson fell asleep, 
and sweet were the shinibem of justioe asMl 
humanity. ' 

The following day Thompson made his 
appearance before his oommander, was po-' 
iitely received by a captain something 
younger than himself, wbo hiNl bai#f 
served his allotted time to qualify him for 
passing as a Heutenant, and ^iied one voy- 
age in that rank, when a rapid promotioh 
bad made him the oommander of a frigate. 

Unhappily, we cannot have every thing 
exactly as we wish in this* life, the Vep- 
geante frigate was ordered to the East- 
Indies, wkh a convoy.-— Captain Delmore 

had 



5 
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had fHJ; inclination fo the vDya^fi, he posted 
to London, in the hope, and with ja per- 
suasion, tlifet : ajfc a lord's ison, his interest 
and conseqtmnce wonldi induce. the board lo 
changeiJthe dfe^oatkDn of the ship, or give 
Win another^^-etBrit he u^as a little mistaken^ 
his requefeb xvas denied in a way not per- 
feetly agreeable to Misrfeelings, as there was 
a mi&tdreofl (warmth >di|d indighatbn shewn 
ion the; apjiicatioa iHeing made.— He ine;* 
turned to his ship not in the happiest dis^ 
position in.bhe iwofW, a6d though he had 
slept upon' his di^{^iQtmient^ his mind 
'^»9\hru{wm.h^mg> afee^ when his r^ewly 
Tj»|)p^t6drlie^tfepan> 4M^d(e! hisr-first. how to 

. Politenfess wab habitual to tlm Honorable 
/Captain Delmone, who l^d been edrly ii^tj* 
atiwl into, the most . elegantr sdoietyj: arA 
;therefor©, hoiwfever discompc^fedh^ fe Jhis 
ij^ifits, his W^nijers fWere fashi^Uied by ex- 
lerDjl Givility aftd calnmesai ^ 
:^ / ' Thompson^ 
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Thompson, whose penetration never ex- 
tended beyond the surface o( things, was 
extremely well satisfied with his reception, 
took possessioi^ of his new birth, not a 
little gratified by his station in the ward- 
room ; and having made his bit of a will, 
and enclosed it in a few lines of hearty good 
will to his quondam messmate, Sam, with 
love to his wife and little Fanny, he gave 
himself up to the duties of his station, and 
in two'da^ys after they 'stalled for their des- 
tined -port. ,Wisliing hiri) aU the suc^^ess 
* his hoaest: : h^atrt ^ 4e§^ves, , we shaUi tftave 
%im to proceed on > bis Jong voya;ge, and 
tak€ a look in ttrfibn^ the Ba'rtona anrf- their 
little charge. 

'{ ' :•:..•;; Li;^:;' ...Ji. 3 .ciM /:uijrec|^b 
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** Persons ij/ith vulgar souls a|id shallow under-' 

standings are scarcely ever to be set rightj too weak 

fbr reason, too tenacious for intreaty, and too in- 

' 'different for remonstrance, fkcy indulge a nlly' 

absurd pride, aad persist in ob^inacy, ai ^pr^f 

. ^f s^j^iority 4Mid fancied wi^Ru'^ 

XN a few days after the lieutenant took his 
departure, Mrs. Barton found poor Fanny 
** a very tiresome brat, always in the way, 
and wanting to be looked after/'— In vain 
did Barton remonstrate against her un- 
kindness to the child^ his gentle help-mate 
soon silenced him in her usual way. 

"Why 



-^:-: Sh' 
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^ Why sure, Sam Bartoay you be the 
UDgratefallest fdlow alive, to dare for to go 
for to say » ^^Kord to me, and teH about ill- 
nature ami such like.-— Cross, indeed! yds/ 
I was very eroite to be sure when I took you 
from ship-board^ gave you myself and my 
ahop^ when you hadn^t more than a change 
to your back, and made a gentleman 6f y<ml 
Fbae things indeed, if I can't speak as I Uke 
in my own liouse, sAer my kindness in 
taking this vagabond child, who has no 
parents to take ciure of her, and all for little 
or nothing i^N^fblr what*s a paltry guinea and 
half a mocrt^ for her keep?— Why many 
folks give twice as much to take charge of 
a horse.''»^i^Bat you are never satisfied, Sam 
Barton, yoti be the disccHitent^dest fellow 
in the whole world.'* 

'^ Come, com^ Mary, say no more, don't 
let's quarrel about nothings f know you will 
be kind to 4he poor dear little thing.'^ 

^^ Quarrel!— ^was ever the like of that 
there f^^^o I ever quarrel^ you. idle tngra* , 

titude 
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titude fellow ?^ — Don't I work like a horse, 
in shop early and late, when you only stops 
now and then to prate aWay?— nAird tlien 
for to go for to briHg that horigi^ mess*- 
mate taeat one out of house and hcajie, and 
leave his brat here ! — i should .bcji^lad to 
know, Sam Barton, what wou'd beciOTnpd df 
her, if my foolish good-nature hadii't taken 
her in> and then to talk of iU-naturfe and 
quarrelling, — O! you^ are a vile^ shocking, 
barbarous " ■ j • ! 

*/ Stop^stopi my dear Mary, I wont say 
a word more, do as you please^ don't be 
angry with me, and FU do evferyottoing to 
please you." t : / 

'^ Aye, you bad better, I believe, it wlsis 
well I kept the staff in my own.ha^d;— tho* 
you live upon the fat of the land, and 
brought next to nothing towards it, mind 
lAa^, Sam Barton.*' 

It was quite impossible ft>r poor Sam to 

forget what he was constantly reminded of 

two or three times a day, if hie deary was 

: out 
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out of humour. — Indeed he had nbt found 
all the comforts he expected in his/* To- 
bacco Warehouse/' and had several times 
debated the point in his own mrnd, whether 
lopping of limbs, attending the sick, and 
enduring the war of elements, were not 
preferable to the eternal upbraidings and 
never ceasing akrm of his wife's tongue, 
which embittered every morsel he eat. 

And this very doubtful point had occupied 
his mind the very morning he met his bid 
^jj^i^lMpfiate, Thompson ; and when in the 
fidllness of his joy, he hoped the lieutenant 
intended to dine with birir), he forgot at Ihe 
moment, whether he dared to offer him a 
welcome. 

The subsequent additit>n of little Fanny 
was also an additional rub ; but he had ad- 
vanced too far to retreat, and had only to 
hope tlTat his friend's dress might procure 
him a decent reception, as Mrs. Barton's 
civilities were exactly proportioned to the 
appearance of those who attended upon her. 

His 
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Hifi hope was tolerably well realized^ die 
kept within bouncb, though there was ra- 
ther more eoldur in her face than mere 
cooking would have nased.— What fdl- 
lowed, respedting the child, he neither ex«- 
pected nor wished fbr^ hut he could not £ot 
hia own qiiiety rai^ any dijeckiona to dia^ 
sq)pofnt the saagniiie hope id tfie genertnia* 
Thompton>. or the avariciooa viewa of bit 
wife. 

Jler present treatment of the poor de- 
serted little being was such as he foresaw, 
a^d all that lay ia his power to eountu^ct 
k waSt to be kind to it himself, and engage 
Uttle Sail to do the same. 

The child was one of the best tempered 
little creatures that could possibly be t afler 
a day <x t^o she vfas perfectly reconciled^ 
ealled JVIrs. Barton Mamma, and wouldj if 
she had been encouraged^ have shewn great 
fondness for her.— To Barton and Sail she 
was the most playful good-humoured child 

m 
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in the worlds but she socm learned to ftar 
and to dislike her ill-tempered protectress. 

It happened very fortum^ly, that the 
day on which the letter from Thompscm^ 
with his little bit of a will paoie to hand, 
Mrs. BartoQ was gone to market^ and her 
fausbaad resolved she should not have pos^ 
session of it.-~Her guinea and half a month 
^as to be deducted from his pay; the seventy 
pounds prize money, Thompson wrote to 
his agent ta take care of fdr a little girl 
called Fanny Thompson, who the agent 
naturally concluded was the lieutenant's 
<:hild. 

Barton took the first opportunity that 
oflfered to get the will copied, which copy 
was put into the agent's hands, and the. 
ori^nal he gave, sealed up^d directed, to 
the care of the parson of the parish, who 
was a very worthy man. This business 
transacted unknown to the lady, would 
have bem the hine of his peace Uad it 

reached 
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reached her ears, but he had enjoined secfesy 
and the^gentlemen wcfre faithful. ^ 

Tbo (ihitd had be^ some months in the 
house^ Barton grew every day more at- 
tached to her, and the grateful little thing 
ran after him like i puppy, when onenwrn- 
ing, as he was standing at the door with 
Fanny in his arms, a woman ca^e into the 
shop to be served, and he, observing his 
wife busy with another, set the child down 
to attend his customer, who was a chance 
one, and came in for an ounce of rappee. 

She looked vary earnestly on Fanny; 
and then on Mr. Barton, who was not ob- 
serving her, at last she said,^ — ^* Sure I 
can't be mistaken, I took such notice of the 
poor thing that I can't be mistaken, and vi 
am sure^ Mr. Barton; you were one of the 
good souls which took Jhe little creature 
from the wicked woman who. nvas con^ 
demned to die for mnrder-.-^^Yes, I re^ 
tnimber all fhe ivhole of it, in the ^aVik'm 
Newgate. — Well, it was a blessed cha- 
ritable 
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citable thing of you and the other gen- 
tleman, as the pom- child could not help 
her n}0*her*sj being a thief and a inurderer, 
you know,'* • - . ' 

'Tis utterly inr^pbs^ble to describe the 
consternation of Barton, whd was struck 
absolutely speechless. ' Not so his gentle 
wife, shie darted from behind the counter, 
— ^' What's that you say, good woman, ^ 
did you know the mother of that little 
girl?" 

^^ M^know such a Vile hussey! — ^Why I 

h^ver^awher in my life but when I Vventtb 

heai^ 'the sermon that was preached to the 

wicked Wretches that were to be-+ranged, 

.^iditt the chapel saw Mi*. Barton there, ^nd 

•ahotJier genriema'ijy and then we tame into 

the^af^dy atid th^5i th^ viJe hbsseywho wajs 

a tWef' and a- muitlerer, -made such a 

screaming about hef. cWild,l>tbat at tegth 

f^ie faird into filsi, ehd tbeM .trtW two gen- 

^^ikp^nj iuimedt Bwwp mthi ths?^ ohildv irU 

'cwtgyv bodyl sakl; ifc i^as ; »Yeqri>flbi3y blie ^ df 

liii:.: them. 
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them. — And here it ia, I remember Its very 
Irock, and its hce, as well as if 'twas bit 
jr^faerday^ and I aiti glad the poor unbappy 
thing is so wdl off.— There^s the ntoney 
for the SQuflf^ Sir,— it was really very good 
of you to sav€ it, poor uphappy Kttle 
wretdi/* 

Without observing they were both 
speechless, or havir^ an idea of the mis-* 
chief she had done, the tattler took up her 
^nufF and walked away* 

Mrs. Barton read the confirmation of the 
truth of this relation in her husband's face^ 
for poor Barton was ready to sink into the 
earth.-— Her passion, which surprise had 
repressed virile the woman w^ talking^ 
burst forth, now with teolbM violence; she 
abused and idsulted him in the grossest 
language of vulgar intemperate n^e, and at 
length ran and cav^ht up the child. « 

*^ You km, vile, dirty little hussey ! have 
I ibndled and taken care of one bdcmgfttg 
to a thief and a murderer ?'-«-I have a |;reat 

- mind 
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mind to wring your neck ofF^ to put such a 
cheat upon mel" 

She then meroilessly gave the little crea- 
ture such a shake and hard gripe, that it^ 
screams effectually roused Barton, who 
neither wanted for feeling or humanity, and 
at this moment acquired a degree of c6ii«i 
rage that set him abov^ fear or considers^ 
tion of his own domestic peace. oi 

• He fi'ew -to her and snatched the terrified 
child fmm her rude grasp,fM*^/ For sbanie of 
yoursedf,'* cried key ^Vhow can you be aqi 
cruel to a poor innocent child ?-*-*What {b 
kf Ito you who Was ber^tmotbcr ? — ^yoii dre 
well paid! fori taking pa«^i(^her,:and she i^ 
bothrgoodrand iAnoceilt^TtTfi^ipe) butia berri 
barian boiiId.treatifa6n8$grou^.'' . : ui: 
^ She. i coarefb- and , > stan^i^ i with . passion^; 
and preseibtly a mob ^as collected abmib 
the! d<iioi3^: and, among others, a lady who 
had>a sertaiit biahitad her ; but being sud-r 
deoiy enclosed ^bjft the mpb, she ^^aelcom^^ 
pelted to take iifofiige ia the stofthgheto sbe; 



;voL. I. G ^3^^;^)^^ was 
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wasi oblj^ged also to witneaa^ the xmgo^ism*^. 

able rage and shameful language af Mod;) 

Barton^ who MrasxicAailiBg hca* cruel i^mkigs 

to the listeoingjCMJiwd, while Barton, owr-i 

conoe % shame, resentoieiyt^ and atle^^ 

testation of! his mfe's unpardobable violence, 

had retiredil;^>bhe back of the.shop, tr}ring 

ta-BOothe and sfeUI tittle Fa^ny, wbc^ ter^ 

ror he feared would throw her into iitsw. ' 

; Hie ; lady looked at tbena.fTT-^* Whsii a 

hvtiy child !" «wd 8hc.*-*^Pray! may : 1 ein- 

^ire 'the cause o£ the phildTs fright . and all 

lliisvicdeBoe?'* r. <; 

- ^^ The story is too iohg to tell you, Ma- 

dam," ireplied Barton^ ^^ tfaisiis a poor unw 

happy little mfAmiRjYfhom ataihianeifri^nd of 

mine, quitea stranger to her or iier family^ 

preserved from want and misery^ . and pays 

that wocnan, who I ain ashan^ed to say ia 

my wife, for keeping her. ►^-^omebodyi has? 

td)d her, llhe mother of the c^ld wa^\a5 

very-)bad woman, and^ that' hs^ixti)\^ifi 

t^n^ HerJ^vi against th&Kttie innbbent;' 
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I iqn&W not what I dhill do with the dear 
laml)^ she 1 fear will use it cruelly/' 

The iady drew a card from her pocket,— 
^^ Take this, if your wife will not be recon- 
ciled to it, or behaves ill, bnng the child to 

toe.^^ • • . - 

"Heaven bless you,'* cried Barton, "the 
daild is vicft desCitute, She has enough to pay 
for her maitticiiafnce.** ' 

The mob beginning to disperse, Mrs. 
Barton' jetted the "^flood-gates of her 
€loqjt*^cf^*'pBteetHdriB against berhusbandi 
the stranger threw a glance- o{ infifFaWe 
dibdiiti -appri »her, • ar^ iiodding' kindly to 
8if ton^— <' You'Jt rerni^mb^ri'^' ^said she; 
»nd4mtn€dlktelfle^ the- shop. s. 
t5 'Tfesoede«hat>e!!rsne^'^ba(filesdll dtttmpt 
(BifeldtsBC^fptidOi-i^Baftori^tts wt6i^^ ti 

^tid^«olotiob atPcint^^ toifree^hiMriseff from 
a yoke he could no longer support ;*hiS 
f^ itixxg^ bkifhj" ^Hie object tef envy td m^ny 
ottois^fbrflft^ iT>^sttiat(6s, badbden t6^hirti*i 
i^eoe'ofl^terttAldis^iMet, though he hadsai- 
oUo G2 crificed 
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criifced almost every manly f^^Hug tp.pi'e- 
serve peace— as she pulled^ he hdd ktS^f 
until he had no longer a will of his bwii, or 
enjoyed one comfortable hour. 

Her cruelty to little Fanny was beyotid 
endurance; it so indisputably proved tte 
baseness of her soul, that no consideration 
on earth could induce him to regain dd^ 
mesticated with a woman sp;49VQid of feel-r 
iug and humanity. 

He resigned himself to the violence of 
her passion, without attemptii^ to i^y it ; 
and this quietude enraged her still morei*^— 
^^ How dared he to be so silent«^wasn*t she 
worth an answer ?— she would h^ve the 
whole story— she would know hpw sh$ ^w 
cheated and abused — the iiK>ther of; the 
base brat she darc^l^ to say wns one of \m 
hussies, whom he supported by robbing 
her." :: .; 

Barton made no reply. With the child in 
his arms he took refuge in bis l^d room.; 
thither she puri^ued him, and ^t If^th 

burst 
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burst open the door. Little Sail had 
followed and was begging her to come 
down, when the door suddenly gave way 
to her violent efforts, and she tumbled* 
b^dlong into the room. ^ 

A neighbour, who had by accident come 
into the shop as Mrs. Brtf tori flew up after 
her husband, led by curiosity, was listening 
on the stairs, when she heard the violent 
noise and a loud scream. She directly ran 
up, where she beheld Barton with the 
child in his one arm, while with the other 
he attempted to lift up his wife, whose 
nose and mouth were running with blood. 
On seeing the woman, she exclaimed,— 

*^ The villain has killed me! 1 am 

murdered!" 

** No, mistress,*' cried Sail, " poor mas- 
ter never touched you with his little finger, 
it was you broked open the door and fell in/' 

The poor murdered woman instantly re- 

• covered her legs, and all bleeding as she 

was, fell upon little Sail, tore her cap from 

G3 her 
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her heerd^ and boxed her ear b heav tHy> be-^ 
ibre the other could prevent her. 

The Beigbbour, with much difficulty^ 
drew her from the terrified girl to thjg con- 
sideration of her own hurts; but turning 
and seeing Barton^ who had sunk down in 
^ chair^ while the child clung 'rou<^hia 
neck screaming from fright, the outrdgeouA 
vixen pm, tpwa«d» th^m, swearing sha 
wo^ild be rev«Dged,-rb«rt she wa^ iimnedif? 
ately laid hold of by two men, who wera 
called m by little Sail's sayings ^^ her mis^ 
tress would kill them all ouytright/* 

They ran up stairs just in time to take 
her from her purposed vengeance; and het 
disappointment^ with her loss of blood and 
ungovernable rage^ threw her into fits. 

The sufferings of Barton cannot he ex- 
pressed; but leaving Jher to the eace of 
some women to whom her b^ tamper W39 
well known^ be left the house with all 
ipeed^ and proceeded to Broad-Street.-^ • 
He was there within five mimit^ after the^ 
•i^ ' lady 
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lady had come home; and being admilted^ 
be detailed th6 whde of tbe foregoing 
scene. She was extremely shocked that 
there should exist a being so disgraceful to 
her sex aod humanity, and assured him 
that slie would protect hfs little charge. 
V He then delated to her that chance ha4 
thrown th€ child into his hands, through 
tbe humanity of Thompson, who had found 
her a desertdd orphafii; mentioned the pro* 
▼ision he had made for his prol6g^e put of 
his little modkum of pay, a¥id ftom the 
small sum dearly earned by many years of 
severe diityv ^ 

The narration tlrew tears from the lady, 
dnd tlie warmest encomiums on Thompson. 
' Barton then d#elpred his resolution to 
separate from Ws wife, and return tix s^ek 
]m bread on that element, far less turbulent 
^an the stormy passions of the ^^ 
whose tyranny he had groaned at 
years, in the *^ snug birth" of a 
Warehouse. 

G 4 This 
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This determinate resolution the kdy 
could not condemn. She had seen and 
heard enough to justify his estrangement 
from such a termagant; and advised his 
present return, to secure what effects were 
justly his own, without diminishing her 
property. She recommended to him by 
no means to let her know in what manner 
he had disposed of the child; but to take 
his baggage to an: i^n, and leave it there 
till night, when he might bring it to her 
house^ and remain in it till he could procure 
a warrant from the Navy Board, to obtain 
which he should have her interests 

Barton with joy and gratitude followed 
these directions; but before he went home 
Jf^e called upon Thompson's agent, to for- 
))id the payment of any more money to 
from whom he had been com- 
|ke the child, and place it in the 
a^ of a generous humane lady, who 
jularly send for the money, (for 
had told him she M^QuId do) and 

keep 
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fcciep it for Fanny's use hereafter, bat her 
name must never be revealed. 

The agent happened to be a just and 
benevolent man; and believing the child 
to be the lieutenant's> very readily promised 
to acquiesce in the lady's request, her name 
and character being well known to him. 

Barton having thus settled every thing 
beyond his best hopes for little Fanny and 
hknselfj sallied home with an ereft head, 
a©d an easy mind ; prepared to wesfther 
tJje storm which had ultimately conducted 
hiwi into a safe harbour, with a 'prospect of 
favouring gales to launch him once nK)re 
on' the great ocean of life. 

When he entered the shop, little Sail 
witrh awoe-begone fade was sitting bobifpd 
the counter; she expressed her joy at ms 
return,-^" Mistress is in 
said she, " but very bad and 
i He opened the door, she wd 
low- chair, her head on a pSlov 
her the neighbour who had 
• . G5 outrageous 
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outrageous behaviour.— ", Oh, you vile 
man ! " exclaimed she, as loud as her really 
tecioced state would »lmit of, " you have 
been the death of me, and then mniied 
away when you had killed me. Where is 
tfiat little cursed plague that brought about 
all the mischief ?" 

Without answering her, he addressed 
Ibe person with her, — ^^ Mrs. Sniith," said 
be, *^ j8J>u well know I never lifted a finger 
agettlBt my wife in my life, I would sooner 
die than - be such a cowardly rascal as to 
strike a woman ; nor did I ever say an un- 
kind wcx^d^ or use her ill. I have borne 
isuch treatment as no man who had feeKng> 
would have put up with; — I will bear it no 
lg||ger-^I shall leave her this day, and hope 
nWer to sec her more." 

Tn fpjtfiifff bpr weakness and disordered 

exclaimed, and abused him 

bt terms, (though reprimanded 

bpanton) and again demanded 

^^You 
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*^ You wUl see it no moref * said he, 
** I have safely disposed of her, j^tid for- 
biddea th^ agent to pay you one shilling 
more on her aotount. I shall now take 
her clothes J and myi own, and leave y«u for 
ever. I desire to harre nothidf fcoto»y4»> 
I would not have a rope's end th^belottgd 
to you for the world.-^Htewevei^, I- Wish 
you no harm, ahil hope you Will b^aVe 
better in foture/" ^ li|| ' "^ 

If he wa» Wonfehed^ ^t \i^ sBifflfclU^ 
ring this long' . hanangue, he was not||ess 
terrified. The wonfan, attenth^ to him, 
had not ob^rved her, till his sadc^en ex- 
clamation caused her to turn' her' hbldji^ 
when^he behteld Mi*s. ilarteh in ailfr, ^c^' 
casioned by the Violence 6( \i&t 
Struggling with the weakn^sS^*^ *«' 
■ He sen* the girl for a surg febry >»hp Rye 
}ti$t by, and hfld before att^JI 
treated ber dfedrdfer tei^ Hj 
was oniy Ibef effettd df inteitfpi 
and ordering the usual remedies^ 
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In facjt ^he soon recovered, but for the 

present was unaWe to exert the force of her 

eloqvicnce,; and he seized the temporary 

calm to take iMrs. .Smith up staks with 

hicp, w^ile he packed up his ovyn clothe^r 

^vd the, few liiecesaari^ whidh were th& 

phild*s.— " You are. now witness/' saidhe^ 

^^ that^I ts^e nQthlng which Mrs« Barton 

c^ call hPK'^^f ^ receivjed six pounds this* 

mor^^P^ which with one guinea I had m 

xsif^g/pLet, if ^}1 the money I have, or ^ali 

take.; Sl^e will recollect, I put forty-three 

oundf into, her lap soon after I married 

m. And now, Mrs. Smith, God blesSv 

you!; — Once more I shall tru3t to the sea, 

as tjbe j|e^ser evil, than the constant storms 

\|te| been beat about in on shore.'' 

^105 then took pp his trunk, ^nd with her 

^istance carried it into the shop; and 

***"'^'^'5 girl for a coach, he stcpt 

. i^ though scarcely able to 

jrords, was still abqaing him, 

his 



d by Google 



KAVY LIBVTENAK7« . 133 

his cheatiiig mess^mate, and tbe vile hu^ 
se^'s brat ! 

He told her what he had done^ to which 
Mrs. Smith was a witness. — ^^I have not 
robbed you of a farthing, — I leave you 
better off than when I married you, and I 
now^ begin the world again^ and. hope to 
get peace, and a crost of bread ; which will 
be far better than the best dinner I have 
ever shared in this house. Mary, amend 
your life, subdue your passioM, and Hea- 
ven bless you." 

He hastily left the room as a coach stopty 
put m his trunk, and drove from the door 
to Wood-Street. At an inn there he rested 
till nigi^t, when bag and baggage he pro* 
ceeded to the house of the noble-minded 
Mrs. Fitzwilliam^ tbe protectress of his 
littleFanny. 

In less, than a week, by ti 
this lady. Barton obtained a wal 
mate to the surgeon, on board of a 
four gun ship, and was by her 
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ply supplied wilh evefy necessary to m^e 
him comfortable in his situation. 

She assured him that his humane consi- 
deration of the poof orphan^ and his pa- 
tient 'forbearance under bis vvife'^ ill treat- 
ment,, had given him an interest in her 
eclteem, which she hoped would hereafter 
place him in a better station; but having 
been so long out of practice, a subordinate 
one, for the present, might better answer 
her views to serve him. 

Barton was exactly of a correspondent 
opinion; he took leave of her with a truly 
grateful heart, embraced and shed teara 
over little Fanny, and begged she might bei 
taught lo lisp the name of Thompson wheiK 
she could talk. ; 

He very wisdy, however, reflected on 
the prejudices of mankind. White the child 
was in* his arfns, when he- first waited on 
ilrl. Fitzwilliikm, he said— *' The child was 
sy^l^piMin, a namesake of his friend's, wl>o^ 
saWher mother taken from her by death, 

and 
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and had immediately' adopted her, from 
the purest Humanity^, and the strange 
story trumped up by his wife was an ima- 
gination of her own^'* 

Whether Mrs. Fitzwilliam believed the 
story to be imaginary, is not to the purpose, 
she saw it was a helpless orphan whom i% 
was the highest 'act of oharity to rescue 
fromsu<;h an unfeeling violent woman; ami 
if there was a mystery attached to the poor 
thing's birth, she did not desire to seek 
into it.-'^The child was lovely and inter- 
esting, thrown on the^ wide ocean of life 
without any natural protectors, it therefore 
olaim^her compas^n and was au'e to 
obtain it. 

Thompson's agent was acquainted with, 
the residence of little Fanny, and the name 
of her protectress, that satisfied Barton; 
mid he proceeded to Fortsmouth with a 
light heart, and a mind more at ease than 
he had experienced since the first month, 
Ai ♦ *. ../ji - that 
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that he became the- nominal master of s^ 
'Tobacco Warehouse. 

Mrs. Barton^ when recovered from he^ 
temporary illness, was nearly distracted in- 
mind at the desertion of her husband, . the 
carrying off of Fanny, and the loss- of her 
guinea and ^ hiJf a month,- besides other- 
expectancies; So many concurrent causes^ 
to irritate a disposition like her's, pre^dis- 
posed to violence, had all the effect that 
might be expected; and though she h^d no 
more fiti, her rage and abuse lasted manyr 
days, tjU .her neighbours and customers^ 
shut their ears against her. 

Neither curioskyr nor enquiries give her 
any light relative to the disappearance ot 
Barton; and she w^s compelled at length to 
give up a fruitless search, and content her-^ 
self with invective, and threats of making, 
him pay dearly for his-baseness in deaerting^ 
a good industrious wjfe, because she had^ 
discovered the vile imposition put upon her 
by two such base men. 

Day 
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Day after day she watched for the return 
of the woman J whose ready recollection had ^ 
been the cause of this " terrible break*-up 
of domestic cpmfort,'* for such was her 
complaint ; — tut she saw her no more. 

She called, however, at Newgate, to 
make enquiries about the mother and 
child, but nobody.seemed disposed to at- 
tend to her, and she gained little ntore 
infovmatibn than the woman had afforded 
to her, — " That the mother was a thief and 
a murderer, *and died in the prison the ^ 
night before she was to have been executed." 
To this intelligence she added her own 
embellishments, and poor Barton was can^ 
demned by her as an accomplice, who had 
fled from her to avoid farther discovery lOf 
his wickedness. 

'Tis thus that stories are promulgated, 
tending to destroy the reputation and 
wound the feelings of the innocent. — A 
mixture of truth and falsehood, blended so 
as not easily to be separated^ are by base 

and 
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and invidious persons wantonly sports to 
the world; and characters are often irrepa- 
rably mjured before they are known to be 
in danger — since' 'tis a sad truth, that 
mankind are but too well disposed to credit 
evil reports^ and give thecn their puss frem 
one tOi another, with every aggravation ma-^ 
lieious iancy can invent. 

We shaD now, with, much pleasure, take^ 
feave of Mrs. Barton, and leave her to the 
soUtary coniforts of her tobacco warehouse, 
^ the pleasures of invective and fruitless ex« 
pectatiqp, with the sorrowful regret of 
losing her monthly pay, and look back on 
our naval hero, who had sailed with pros--^ 
|>erous gales, lively hopes, and a heart h\\\ 
Df|good-wiU to all mankind. 



CHAPTBIt 
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CHAPTER V. 



" It is painful to the Ias( degrte to paint a man in the 
dark shades which his vices have cast upon him; 
yet when it serves the purpose of making" vicious 
principles^etestable, it carries its own excuse with it, 
and may prove a usefiii lesson/' 

4 

XT was the third daj after the Veiigeance 
sailed^ that Thompson, retiring earlier from 
the dinner table, being not yet so well ini'- 
tiated in the free use of the bottle, as to 
venture beyoiKl hisglassof grog, recollected 
the niamiscript given lo him by the un-^ 
happy mother of his little prot^de. Taking 
it from his trunk, he seated himself to pe« 
ruse the papers which he had hitherto been ^ 

too 
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too much engaged to pay the requisite at- 
tention he supposed they might claim from 
their bulk. Nor was he mistaken, as the 
roll contained many sheets of paper to the 
following effect. — (The solemn appeal to 
the person into whose hands they might fall, 
has already been mentioned.) 

" The crimes, the wrongs, and sorrows of 
Ellen. 

*^ Whoever thou art, whether mart or 
woman, into whose hands these papers are 
committed, may they impress on your 
heart the sad story of an unhappy, betrayed, 
and too credulous female, who was once 
good, virtuous, and well-disposed; who 
loved virtue and abhorred vice, but who 
was drawn into dishonour, shame, and 
guijit, not through a depravity of heart, tut 
by deceit, perfidy, the credulity of affec- 
tion, and the turpitude of . an abandoc^ed 
wretch, whose crimes are now before tha 
..^'cye of a just, and avenging God. 

By 
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*^ By bis holy and Uoch^singeable 4ecree, 
we aretat^ht tabelieve, *^ tkoLthe \9H\ Judge 
w, as we have perifbrmed our duties to bur 
£eIlow creahireSy. and that retributive justice 
will assuredly follow our good or evil deeds/* 
Think then, O, man! how great will be thy 
condemnationy how severe, how bitter thy 
puriishmenti who, by the most false de- 
lusive artSj by a profanation of vows, of sa- 
cred oaths, aftd a violation of every tie, of 
every duty which WMs irtdn to his fdlow- 
ereatune, shall seduce virtue iuffo vice ; dc^ 
ceive the undospeqjting heart of inft6ceneey 
#ab a parent df a duteoil» child> he^ tor- 
row, ^ shiamb, abd dfegl-^ijfe oh the WoUry 
head of igev iind by W^he^^d' g^^ 
p'bmga^^tt uMi^py: ' deluded > vicHw^ ^w ii 
drcadfuli ^[)h' bf ^gilty- hornn^,' and 

madne^ili. -10.' : , '.\ii ^r^ ;;:: ) I!;;/ • 'iiv 
. f ^^ Oh ! that > th^s bort^^tate ^tn^' ihlfpresd 
an awful Idssbi^ 4m • tte lYiinds of th^ yoimg 
and inexperienced fe(ih(ate^t?hat It iii^teadh 
her to shun the voice of delusion, the arts of 

assumed 
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^aatiQi/^' (etadente6sii^6 spedoiis r^astming^ 
ofth^ land^ Vows of , Uie vile jseducer^ who 
seeks to draw her fnm the paternal rocrf*^ to 
violate the first great dtity iinplatii(ed m our 
hearts, of ^ve and filial duty, and to spurn 
from her sight, that wreteh ?who sefilshly 
prefers: hi? ©wi> graiiUcation to her honour, 
self-respectv . wd. the du^tie^ imposfSd; by 
religion, virtue, and gratitude ;H;he violation 
of wijiich wiJI, /i>€^t aa$ur!edly i.plutige her 
in,<o vio?,: (4)^nae3i irepentanfce, atid re-^ 
owrse :»-^f enaojrse, - , ;of all huiqoan miseries 
the rpost bjitt^r, 'a$tjn^, ajad una^iJihg ! 

^/S My nciTlt^^ i^^a<r ifts(^ frpito U^e jfopmcint 
ijay i?i|eaH Jie^^, wid^f ring feet fi^j^O^k. the 
h9We j<^.Hi)f ;4^^r!ii^^lg^^ .parenjs-icjndy ie 
^nfc wtQr^iiy iqn ?wi th : n^e, ^^ he no. picrfc^ 
retnen\V§f^! — r^TA^ ithei; lost, ilnliappy 
writer will expire without her real nkne 
being J^nowfn is o^afe ^^dur^xej of donSsdUttron, 
a^4otihe ip%r n>^k pfj respect I \ c^.itvcr 
shew to. ^a rfcYieited-relati^* - \ ::f i \,[vu 
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.' *^ My &ther-. inherited a ^mnall pat^nal 
eatate of six bandiied a year, it mhtters not 
in what county ; and at an early age mai:ried 
an amiah}e woliian cf respectable cdi^riec- 
tiene^ i vsMi Ilhree jQstov^iiasdd pomidk^ vf}Ah 
Was setried lipon yaurigOT dhildxenv n jl I 

^^ After his marridgeLfidiwiiS'deshx^os td 
inrrprpVe his' estate, *for the l)enefit of a 
probable encrease tti *is fentifyi' >and in a 
few y^rs8UC<ieediedJta'hi^iifish;o-i .1 v 
r'^^fMy father. hfid be^n^fks ^i«0cond'Bon, 
educated for tHeicharchrrfcot his elder ttrb- 
ther dying. befopeifce iwa^J bfiage to: Jtake 
orders^ at)d:ihi^'incI^!i^tkHi> bring^ecidedly 
for a ^ qdiet , dountey liife: ^Intt ofiaifmtn^;^ ) he 
retoiitied' !JUr>hif :<ifathe^>i ;^n4^*^ciceeded him 
very so6i!i after in 'hod pdte^nil estate* * ^ • c 

.^6iMy rtikltbei^had, irom'cHJldhddid^ bfeen 
educatediJbJy >^ maiden eaiiHt, lof good sense 
and ^triot pfinbiplesy i rfar^fporh lite iroetror- 
poiis, .aiHtveryti Kttfe}Jdocii9ton«drldr'cdnrf 
pany ; :: rit , was (sii ai iwiatdringi^pbcey ^^ere 
the ill health of her aunt brot^tatimynk)^' 

rO '* ther. 
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ther, that my hithet firist saw her, and a 
fedprocal affection was the consequence of 
freqaent interviews. 

y^* His offers were deemed unexception<- 
abte^ andthe qld lady advanced the money . 
I have mentibded, withia verbal prottiise of 
twice as much' at her death. 
: VTh'te.yiduijg! couple were married^ and 
whetiJai)Outv{Q\returfi to their home, both 
were desirous Jhe^^l^iunti should raccompany 
themi? bufeshe objected bo that pkn^ as she 
wished ;to) go' to heatown hoiise, settle all 
heraffeira^ arid then reside with thiem en-. 
tirdy. To rthj^ deaagrrv 'asishisihhd with her 
an old and icoil6cfeis4)iil<]9drvflnt^i whose in^ 
tegijfyj wasjbr^sjpatabie/f Jthef rfcolilfl : .make 
no objectijs«B4 : but to beribriefxih (bhesiLib^ 
}eet,f i;lrithiii 'three weeks ifter : tbei r i^t6tn , 
the ^ht forgot ^H her vows of celibboyj^arld 
married the rlawyetj ivhp had : drawn : up hi y 
mothercs Carriage settiemdnt^ coiisequeiitly 
raery/future expectatiorr from her iwas. va- 
nished into, mil. . }:■ ji. ■.^'l'\'. d:l...A .; ^.^ 
/ !; '^ One 
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** One child, ivho saw the h'ght two 
years before mystjlf, were all the children 
my dear mother ever bore, and never were 
children more idolized, or parents more' 
indulgent. 

"Oh, that I could dwell for ever on 
this early period of my life! — My heart 
throbs Jind my hatid trembles to record 
the sad reverse o( domestic happiness, fated 
to be destroyed by an unhappy, infatuated 
wretch, who forgot in an evil hour her 
duty to God, to her parents, and to hersetfi 

«*^ I was just turned of seventeen, wa3 
what the world calls tolerably accomplished^ 
with more than ti tolerable person. I may 
say it now, I cannot be subjected of vahity 
in these dreadful moments, if I should ks- 
sert lb«t I was at tlM time, generally aU 
lowed to be- a very lovely young woman^ 
not devoid of understanding, or good hui 
fiipur; with a hun>4ne and susceptible hearti 
a stranger, to the delixsiotjs of jnankirid^ai^ 
,:a:ou ii. H littfe 
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little acquainted with thecustop^ and man'- 
ners of fasbiooable society. 

^^ I had been chiefiy educated lender tha 
eye pf my mother, whose l)ear\ we« thQ 
seat of every virtue, and who pre%jre4 
the happiness of dpmesti^ Hfe, remote from 
aU tumultuous pleasure^; a^d ior tl^^^ <]Ut6l 
tenor of her wayy sought, aj^l fpwd^ thflt 
true bliss u^biqh is approximate to virtue 
9^4 goodness. 

^^ •^ Alas ! it w^s that object where she 
l^d treasured up her heart, who ^t the 
chords of peace a&under; who s^a^qIc a ve- 
nomed weapon into her bosom, shortened 
her span of life, and sent her broXen--hearted 
to a premature grave ! 

*^ Wonder pot^ ye who m.py pen>^ these 
lines, if I should start into madness at the 
reccdlection of my crimes. Ob, mjj mo- 
tfefr! my sainted mother! fergive a mit 
ser^ble wretch, who presumes lli^us td ' 
n^pid your purUy by an acknowlec^ment 
ftC iCirimes in one, q^q so dear to you, 

* so 
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SO lo8t^ and s6 laotiented!— But whtther do 
I wandtr ?^~Let nfie try to ^ceed. 
' ^^ A dreadfal oold appeared to have set- 
tied on ray motber'a luQgs; my fiither^ ex- 
tremely a]armed> urged a journey to the 
Hot*WeHs^ and strengthened by the ad- 
vice of the physician^ he prevailed on her 
to set off at a very short notice. I was to 
accompany her, for we hkl riever been se- 
parated for a single week ; and however 
trying tO' my father to lose *' both of his 
darHngs/^ anxiety for the health of a be- 
loved wife superceded every «Aher con.^ 
sideration* - 

'^ We had not be^n more than ten days 
at the Welk, before my ^fear mother de- 
rived benefit from the waters; 0nd I had 
the heart-felt delight Jof conveying such 
infoi;matJoh; to my father, as inspired hope, 
. and gratitude t|^Heaveh. 
"J^/^'Ia -the next In^se to the on^ we 
Jodged in; re^iiied the Eighi Honourable 
Lord G-^. Ob! what a perversioq ' of 
H2 words! 
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words! — Right Honourable tote attached 
to the name of the most base and profile 
gate of mankind. I had seen him several 
times at the Wells; he had paid us marked 
attention, and shewn several little civilities 
to my beloved mother, which gave him a 
title to my respect and tomplaisance. 

^^ He was about six and twenty, tafl, 
elegantly formed, a countenance, if not 
remarkably handsome, yet more than 
agreeable; it was intelligent and expressive, 
from the finest eyes I ever beheld, with 
manners so polished, so captivating, as 
could not fail of engaging the regards of 
all those he was solicitous to please. 

** What a being was this to be thrown 
in the way of a very young and inexperi- 
enced girl, brought up in the school of 
virtue, . integrity, and every social duty ; a 
strapger to deceptive ai;||^ grateful for 
every mark of attention shewn to a beloved 
mother, who, as well aslier poor daughter, 
judged with candour and liberality of man- 
kind, 

\ 
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Jkind, from the worthy hearts in her own . 
little circle. Unsuspecting of evil, and 
pleased with the open friendliness of Lord 
C — 's conduct, whose assiduity to her 
seemed to proceed solely from principles 
of humanity, (so guarded and deceptive 
was his behaviour) this dear mother frankly 
gave him her esteem, and admired the 
goodness of his heart,, and the rectitude of 
his principles; — while the base insidious 
villain was forming schemes to^destroy all 
her worldly happiness, to reduce nit inno- 
cent unsqspecting girl beneath the meanest 
of her sex, if virtuous, and blast the fond 
hopes of paternal fondness, by a degra- 
dation of its object, — a million times more 
wounding to the heart than the stroke of 
dealh*^ which if it annihyated hope in this 
life, '^^\d have left a sweet remembrance 
of filial virtue and the <x>nsoling idea of 
meeting in a better world. The teifrs of 
parental tenderness would have embalmed 
her grave^ while time, and a submisaon to 
H 3 the 
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the will of Heaven would bav^ ameliorfite^^ 
tl|e sorrows of christian parents. ^ 

^' Th» dear consoKng hope I wrested 
from them for ever, and received, instead 
of blessings, deserved execrations;— in one 
iinhappy hour I became a wretched deluded 
creature, a guilty parricide, a disgrace to 
mj family and sex, an outcast by the world, 
p^and the climax Iih-hi horrid^ iliMiefQl 
^atbit! 

^^ Yes, tsoeh will be my last clonng oeene, 
Mch the ^piation I must make for mj 
many crimes! — ^My brain turns, I must lay 
'down my pen. 

*' Though guilty I am not hardened,. 
l»rrow, remorse, and deep contrition, wiH 
I humbly hope be accepted at the throne 
of grace;— -^Aer^ mercy will not spurn the 
truly repentant sinner, though the cfuel 
urorid shut their earfi and lienrts against «i 
wring fellow-creature. 
^ *^ I have addressed myself fd^an all-nfierj- 
ciful BeiDg) am a little more compoi^d, and 
J . ■' ' hasten 
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luusten to resume my sad narrative^ while 
I ha?e powers to recoUeGt, and to write. 

^' Lord C — was attending an uncle^ 
whose declining health l:»d brought him to 
the Wells, and within a few days after his 
arrival, had been attacked with a violent 
rheumatic gout, which confined him wholly 
to his apartment; his nephew^ therefore, 
wandered about in search of amusement, 
and most un(iapp3y fimd upon me as the 
t)il]gect of his pursuit. 

*^fift character was that of a consummate 
hypocrite. At the earliest age he had ac«* 
4|uired a command over his passions, a 
system* of deception which blinded the eyes 
of all' those whose authority and good opi»- 
nion were of consequence to his establish- 
ment in life; and while he imposed on a 
worthy relative, to the entire exclusion of 
his elder brother, who possessed the estates 
and titles of their father, in private, in dis^- 
guises, equally shameful to his rank and 
twry principle of honour, he became an 
H4 adept 
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adept in tice, and at five and twenty was 
devoid of every sehtiraent of humanity, 
every respect to the laws both divine and 
human, and with a callosity of heart scarcely 
credible, held the language of truth, virt^ie, 
and feeling, to impose on the world and 
secure his victims. . 

*^ Such a deviation from rectitude, in one 
so young, may appear an exaggeration ia 
character, and an outrage on truth ; but^ 
alas! that such a being does exist, I have 
fatally been convinced^ ^apd 3h^tl; seal the 
conviction with my fof feil^d ^e. . . 

*^ A new object, in a certain style pf life, 
above the commonality, is sure, to attract 
police in all those places of public resort, 
whether in pursuit of health or of pleasure, 
I soon found myself very particularly dis- 
tinguished, and amongothers by Sir GiU 
bert Mervin, who, knovying n>y mother's 
family, and sevjeral of her juvenile ac^ 
;qu^intaace, made himself knowp^ and was 
; ; recognised 
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recognised by her in the light of an dd 
friend. 

" This gentleman was near thirty, and 
^vas generally esteemed as a very handsome 
man.* He had truly every amiable trait in 
his disposition which Lord C— so ostenta- 
tiously displayed ; his character was that of 
a worthy country gentleman, who, following 
the examples of his forefathers, preferred a 
residence in the country, among his te- 
nantry, to the gay frivolities of London^ for 
the dissipated amusements of which he 
had*, happily, no taste. 

" Sincere, upright, geiierous, and hu- 
mane, the preference of a heart like his, 
eonferred a distinction, and courted ac- 
ceptance. Why, why^ was I too late con^ 
vVnced of his worth, and miserably awakened 
from the blind confidence, reposed in the 
most dissi mutative, basest of mankind!-^— 
Alas! that an error in judgment, the delu- 
sion of the senses, in an unadulterated mind 
at seventeen,' should be so severely pu- 
H 5 nishedj 
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&ishfid> tnd tine fdlae $tep not only blast her 
fame^ but by an imperceptible gradation 
Biiik her into a'vortex of crimes which con- 
ducts her to a premature grave ! 

*^ But how I digress,'— forgive, ye who 
pemse this paper, forgive the wanderings 
of a tortured hearty and a distracted head. 

** *Tis with a deeply humbled pride that 
I now mention the general admiration 
which followed my appearance m the rooms* 
It was not in tinman nature to be insensible, 
or wholly devoid of vanity ; I confess (hat I 
felt a proud gratification in my triumph 
4we7' many titled and lovely young women. 
Nor can it be wondered at, if a fond mo- 
ther, almost as new to the world as her 
girl, should be no less delighted witl^ th6 
aljgsiost adoration and, respect which at- 
tended me eyeky where, and drew on several 
applications to her for permission to address 
her daughter, 

^^ My mother's answer to all, except Sir 
Grilbert Mervin, was, that I was too young, 

and 
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8nd too little acqraiated wth tbt world, 1o 
be decided in roy ^choice as yet4 that/aho 
could not encourage any pretcnsicHis, how« 
c^er honourable, as we should return home 
to my respectable father, wiiosfi approbation 
or rejection would entirely gmde her^sboict^ 
»id doubtless hme its due influenoe over 
tbe mind of hia.danghter. • , ' 

^^Awnoag th« several preteiMiert id any 
fiivour. Lord O^ a&xie lemajned silent i 
whil^ by every shew of tendevneas, every 
faacinating art, he sought infiidiously to 
ateal into my heart, and by exciting an anii«> 
€ty on my part for a$n open avowal of his 
jpassion, pique both my love and pidt i^ 
add him to the list of wy admirers. ^ 

'^ Alas I he knew every avenue tt> the 
female heart,; mijne wasr seduced before I 
knew it was in danger. — ^Unadulterated by 
art^ unsophi^icaled by fashion, and a 
atranger to the deceptions of base unprinr 
eipled m$n, I was unprepared to resist the 
infectious tendernes^j the persoasive elo« 

quence 
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I of mdtiiig sounds^ or the irresUtibte 
^-language of eyes beaming 
1 adnuralioD^ — and ia the inter- 
mediate pebod of my mother's convales- 
omo^ the heartjof her unhappy dboghter 
«» kreoatcnbly lost 

^ When m the presence of that de»r 
delr parent, his facbavioiir was so guarded; 
tkak 9b^ had no idea of any intelligence sob- 
^rting btl w ccB us; and modesty kept mefrom 
betraying ray own partiality, or unfoldit^ 
U> her the nature of my feelings* — Miser- 
aUe error! iigiKlicioQs delicacy ! a confi-^ 
dence in my betored panentwould donbtless 
have pcesenred me from ruin> disgrace^ and 
death! ^ 

** When this dear mother referred every 
application to my father, my guileful be- 
trayer took advantage of her declaration. It 
was then unnecessary to make an open 
avowal of bis passion to any but my father, 
and the particular situation of his uncle, 
forbade any immediate application, from 

. motives 
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motives of delicacy, and something of ih« 
terest, the. forton^ of bi^ uncle being very 
considerable ; and, as old men were capri- 
cious^ ft was possible he might take ofl^nce^ 
that his nephew should engage in an affair 
of the heart J when h^ was on the bed of 
sickness. 

"Every word he ottered, was to*hie 
^^confirmation strong as proofs of Holy 
Writ;" my confidence was as unbounded 
as my love wis sincere. — ^I ackniredf, I re- 
vered the amiabfe manners, and apparently 
good heart of Sir Gilbert Mervin, I res- 
pected -and esteemed him, but I could go 
no farther ; for I saw every distinguishing 
feature in his character, in a brighter point 
of view in Lord C- — , with a fascinating 
tenderness and adulatory language, such as 
the other disdained to use, but which 
were both too gratifying to a vain girl of 
seventeen. * 

"The time arrived for our departure, 
before which Lord C-— had completely 

gained 



Dipitized by VjOOQ IC 



t4^ :iMR covvtcTrxiAV 

gained over the.|^r] whp attended us to his 
interest;^ aud ^ettled^ our future^ qorres- 
pondenee.-^ThroUgh hi^r means we had- 
peveral private interviiSwi, in oi^ cl which 
he drew from me ia selenm vow not to^ 
mention our miitual passioD to either of- my 
parents, until he wefsat liberty openly to- 
d^Hm my hand from n&y father;^ assigning 
IIS a reason for such a reqneat^- the caprice 
^nd pride of an old m^n, and the probable 
loss of an inunense jM-opertyr which he 
hoped one day to share with my ange)-sfif. 
But if, contrary to expectation, his ancle 
iikould recover, he* would tiien freely con- 
fess his sentiments, and had no doubt, but 
in happier hours, when freed from the 
peevishness of pain and disease, his uncle 
vrould acquiesce, and not withhold his con- 
sent for the happiness of his nephew. 

'* What sophistry was this I- — Alas ! it had 
every thing in it, but truth, which could 
impose upon a fond un$uspecting heart. I 
readily gave credit to all> — vowed I would 

be 
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be hts^ and only his^ and that neither per^ 
suasions nor threats should tear me from 
him. 

^^ His jealous eye had penetrated into 
the secret wishes of Sir Gilbert, he knew 
his merits, and saw that he was a favourite 
with my mother. — -Without, therefore, 
giving me the ka&t hint of Sir Gilbert's 
affection, of his interest with my mother, . 
or the probable influence he might obtain 
in his pretensions to my hand, he always 
spoke of him as a good hind of man, sin- 
gular and unf^hionable, but an honest 
country gentleman, -— dnd these sort of 
negative praises were given in a cold care- 
less way, as if Sir Gilbert Marvin was an 
object of little consequence, and scarcely 
noticed by him; and of course / esteemed 
this *^good sort of man," without giving 
him the least interest in my heart. 

^^ When we left the Wells, it was with 
inconceivable difficulty that I could tear 
myself from Lord C — ^ without a discovery 

of 
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of my feelings ; but he had taught me art^ 
and gave me a lesson for my conduct^ in the 
painful observance of which I so over acted 
my part, that only my dear mother's cpn* 
fidence in her ungrateful daughter could 
have shielded me from suspicion, 

^' She very cordially thanked Lord C— 
for his many civilities, and requested, i^bu- 
siness or pleasure should ever bring him 
into our neighbourhood, that he would 
honour us by a friendly visit. 

** He assured her, ^* it was one of his best 
hopes that he should soon avail himself of 
her polite invitation/' 

" This answer I interpreted in my own 
manner, as alluding to his open pretensions 
to my favour, and it in some degree sof- 
tened the pangs of parting. 

^* Sir Gilbert was our escort, for my 
mother had accepted his offer to attend us 
home. I saw then that he was a decided 
favourite, and I am ashamed to confess that 
preference gave him no additional claims 

to 
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to mine; one object only occupied my 
heart, and Swallowed up all other regards, 
for I found even the warm embraces of a 
beloved father, which used to give me the 
highest transports, now^scarcely created the 
slightest emotion, and I felt glad to retire 
t6 my apartment, and converse with Nelly, 
who alone knew of my engagements to 
Lord C— . 

- '^ Front tdiat hour I may note the date of 
my future wretchedness, for I was in the 
{>Qiwer of a mercenary hireling, who was the 
depositary of my secrets, and assisted me to 
deceive my parents. 

" Oh ! should it so happen that these 
pages iall into the hands of young inex* 
perier^ced females, let them hear my warn- 
ing voice, as from the 'grave. Let then) 
beware of the specious seducer, who would 
withdraw the confidence of a child froih 
fcer mother j — ^fly, fly from every attempt 
made to separate you from that unalienable 
duty and gratitude due to your first and 

best 
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liest frietidf dnd be assured^, that the mo* 
ment in which you are drawn irvto a clan-^ 
destine correspondence, is the la^t (^ your 
franquiUiiyJ'^peeLce will for ever leave your 
bosom, and an imperceptible gradation inta 
guilt, follow the breach of filial duty. 

^^ The tenderness of maternal love tnay 
become a ccnisolation and a cure for tnost 
of the evils of life, but woe to that unhappy 
being whose crimes h^ve robbed her of that 
teicreA resource against the perfidy df man-- 
ihid,, or tfte i»2^oldable iBisforthhS^ ati» 
tached- to suffering vTitimanity! • ( 

" When tortured by filial ing:riat?tude, by 
i conscious ' sense of having embittered the 
Kfe, and addled to the solemn scene of death 
the heart-felt sorrow of an unworthy and 
degenerate^ daughter,— gracious Heaven t 
wheii6 canthe miserable guilty wretch turn 
fofi comfort^; where fly from the gnawing;^ 
Vulture's tooth, sharpened by remorse and 
Boul-harro*v^ing reflection! !f" ' 

^^ ^ CHAPTER 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ITAVX IdBVTXJSAHT. ifiS 



CHAPTER VL 



^ Nd more toffies the joyobs mom appears 
*' That led. the tranquil hours of spotless fiun^ 

^ For thou hast steep'd a father's couch in tears, 

" Andttng'd a naother's glowing cjieokwithshamc^** 

XN a very few days after our return to 
that habitation once so dear to me, I re- 
ceived, through the medium of Nelly, a 
letter from Lord C — , breathing the very 
soul of tenderness, conjtj^mg me to remem- 
ber my solemn engagement, and aritici- 
j>ating the expected delight of mteeting, to 
pay the torturing pangs of absence, — But it 
is unnecessary to repeat the cdmmon-placc 
^ ■ ' languageF 
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language of artful <lesigning lovers; — my 
inexperience in deception, rendered me an 
easy credulous dupe, and every sentiment 
was treasured in my hearts 

•* Sir Gilbert, mean time, whose bosom 
glowed with k pure and ardent attachment, 
whose love was accompanied with diffidence^ 
and his very desire to please, threw an air of 
confusion and restraint in his manner that 
by no means prepossessed me in his favour^ 
elated as I was by vanity and a false con- 
fidence in an ardent impetuous lover.— -ThiS 
truly amiable man, encouraged by my pa- 
rents, who justly estimated his character, 
pxerted himself in endeavours to gain my 
approbation, and make himself an interest 
in my favour ^ but my heart was closed 
against him, and the coldness of my man- 
ner, too unequivocally convinced him of 
what he had before suspected, that I was 
attached to Lord C-^, though he had too 
jpuch honour and delicacy to mention his 
suspicions, to my pareats. 

^^One 
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^* One morning my father and mother 
came into a small parlour I had been al- 
lowed to call my o^, the former said,— 
they were come to make me a visit.-— 
As this was not vefy»unoomnK>n^ it never 
entered my head they had particular mo-* 
tives, until, after some desultory conver- 
sation, he mentioned Sir Gilbert Mervin> 
in terms of high commendation, in which 
I unaffectedly joined ; for I had, as I have 
observed, ^n esteem for him, though (tffeC" 
tion was otherwise disposed of. 

" My mother then told me, with plea- 
sure sparkling in her eyes, that he had re- 
quested permission to address me, and she 
was delighted to find I thought so highly 
of him. 

*^ This brought on axi explanation on my 
part, and an absolute refusal to accept the 
offerof Sir Gilbert's hand. They were ci- 
treratly surprised at my peremptory manner; 
both alternately urged me to reflect, to be 
less decisive, and to admit him as a can^ 

didate 
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^^ Oh^ ^^iAf^gL^^^!^^^^ voice plead 
in vain,-— 'Uip^^Hp^ pi^ature's God, 
and to disregaid^fll^efist step towards 
guilt, remorse, and wretchedness! 

^^ But I si^mounted the shock of tny 
feelings, and|limply assured my beloved 
parent, equivocally, that I had too much 
pride to have a particle of regard, for any 
man who had not a decided preference for 
me; but that, in short, I was very young, 
I w^ished to see more of the world, and re- 
quested Sir Gilbert would think no more of 
me, since as a husband I Avould iiever re- 
ceiVe htm. 

*^ Never r* repeated my mother, *^ah, 
my deat giri, I /ear, much I fear, you are 
not candid; ytou do not act generously toi- 
wards a mother, whose every hope of hap- 
piness* is centered in you. Reflect, roy 
beloved child, let my heart be the repo- 
sitary of youh secret; there it shall redt if 
you wish it, but do not deprive me of your 
confidence. I will leave you, your own 

feelings 
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feelings and ||l^od seAse will direct you to 
what IS right, if you do me justice, and fol- 
low the admonftion of your conscience.** 

^^ She rose to leave me, the tones of her 
voice, and tHe sorrow in^^nted on her 
features overcame me, — I Wfrst into tears. 

" Oh," said she, embracing me, *^ these * 
are precious drops ! they restore my child 
to confidence in her mother!'* 

*' Just Heaven ! what a selfish narrower 
of the heart is love! — that love which im- 
properly indulged soon teaches its votaries 
reserve^ if not dissimulation ; and imper- 
ceptibly slides into errors the mind would 
have rejected vrith horror. 

'* Hbw dse could I have withstood the 
tender inquietude of maternal anxiety, and 
silenced the voice of nature, -to hold fast 
mj rash and indiscreet vow to Lord C—? 

^^ My dear mother waited till the first 

bur3t of tears were abated ; then pressing 

iny hafid, said, — ** Speak, my child, con- 

ficfe in nfe." 

' VOL. I. I ''I 
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^ ^y I have nothing to confi^ ; I have no 
secrets, nothing to disclose, but my abso- 
lute aversibn to Sir Gilbert Mervin as a 
husband." 

*^ My moth^ dropped my hand ; she 
sighed, and mKkx a little pause, with an 
anguished look, saic), — ^* If, as I now 
begin to fear, you have a prepossessipn in 
favour of Lord C — , you will do well to 
consider the improbability of any honour- 
able connection with him. His family are 
not less distinguished by pride than by 
rank; his dependance on a proud, avaricious 
uncle is well known, and if he has sought 
to engage ypur affections unknown to me, 
he. has shewn a defalcation from honour 
and principle, which entirely deprives him 
of my good opinion^ and ought to make 
you despise Am, or any man, who seeks 
to draw a young woman from the duty she 
. owes to her parents." 

^* She stopped — I was silent — she re- 
sumed, — "New to the world, my child, 
. . you 
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you may have been led into an error by 
the artful flatteries of an insidious man ; 
'tis not too late now to recover from the 
first false step, to reflect that if Lord C — 
loves you honourably l*p would address 
himself to your parents. ^He would «purn 
the idea of deceiving your mother, whbeel 
esteem We had obtained by (what I begin 
to fear was a simulation) an appearance of 
honour and principle ; he would consider, 
that a man can have but small reliance on 
the truth of a wife, who as. a daughter"^ 
could for a mottieht consent to deceive her 
parents. He is a man of the world, he is' 
dot Ignorant of ihe duties imposed by na- 
ture, by virtue, truth, and delicacy; and- 
be assured, the woman who viblates these' 
principles will tie^er b^ the wife of Lord C — . 
I will not further oppress you/' continued 
this dear mother; " you wilLseek me, my* 
dear, when you chodse to make a confidant 
of your, best ^ndvonBy^ true friend." 

' 12 . ^♦She; 
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'^ She left me. Both my feeliegsi ^nd 
my reason pointed out tha line I ought to 
pursue; but all-powerful love, and the 
vow which bound me to socresy, over-ruled 
the admonitions of conscience, and con- 
firmed my resolution to adhere to my 
promise. 

*' Unhappy wrqtcAiJ had I then Viufc con- 
^dered that ei^prted V0w8^ contfary to 
my first duty, CQuId.npt be J^Qjding; h^d I 
l^n caiidid a^d just, wh^t mvse^ had I 
escaped from, whicU now h^vf^s^led nfiy 
£^te, i^ the blacked di» wit^ the c«^l0g.ue 
of Ifiitpaq crimes. 

_ " If; Ihwe hem prolii^ tj%u9 fw in my 
iiarrativ€^ it is to prepay© mym\( to relajte 
events thottJiurn my blood cold with horror. 
'JTis a dr<)|idful task that I have imposed 
tipon myself ; and may the warning of a^ 
n^iserable being, self-convicted, and con- 
d^nuied by the laws of her country, sink 
deep into the heart of every f<»nale wha 
heara my sad story. . 
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•^ I am now comfe to a period which I 
«haH rapidly proceed in. 

" When my mother quitted nfiy apart- 
theXit^ I bast^ed to tffetfeil tfee preceAmg 
tsdntrensatibrt to Ij^d C^ Shd ^ve thy 
tetter to Nelly, AVhfeft t W&s suttimoned to 
xlmner. iSir <5rilbert "was nfot at the taWe; 
I tr^mbldd Wheft setffed fey the side of my 
ttiothw. My ftther looked ge^iods, but 
lidt ^ilgry^, v^hen 1^ tp6kt it Was with kihd*. 
ness, »A^d my dcfar mother was as afFec- 
tiOniate 6is ufeual. 

•' I was eotiscioiiS how little I deserved 
their ShdulgeWce; my heart «rtiotife me, I 
shttddered at ^fvei-y kln*^ expression, bul 
&iy ^tmifies^ ^id not telkt^ In the hop6 
thit my letter Wodld pfodube iLhitpmediate 
visit from Lord ,C-^, to which I urged 
him, I persevered in silence ; and wounded 
the tender hfeatts of my parents, from a 
point of honour t6 the most abandoned of 
teaiikidd. 

13 «In 
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*^ In the evening Nelly toW me she had 
overheard part of a conversation betweea 
Sir Gilbert and my father. The former 
said, — ^^ I beg, I entreat you. Sir, not to 
urge your charming daughter in my fa- 
vour, if her heart declares against me; for 
a thousand worlds I would not be an ob- 
ject of persecution to her who I love far 
beyond myself. I beseech you, let not 
the subject be mentioned again. Permit 
me to try if the most tender soUcitudes> 
the most perfect affection, more to be 
shewn in deeds than by words, can make 
an impression on her heart; and if after 
a few weeks I shail find a favourable oppor- 
tunity to explain my sentiments, and should 
then be rejected, I will retire for ever froin 
her and happiness and submit to my fate, 
and while I lament the want of those qua- 
lities requisite to gain her approbation, I 
shall at least have the consolation to know, 
I have entitled myself to her esteem, by 
ceasing to avail royselfof yourkind partiality." 

"Sir 
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" Sir Gilbert," returned my father, "you 
are the most generous of men. Far be it from 
me to force a reluctant consent from my 
child, but if she persists in her present, I 
hope capricious, resolution, / shall lament 
the blindness of my daughter, and my own 
loss of a dear and invaluable son." 

** This part of a conference, very cor- 
rectly repeated by Nelly, forced from me, 
in spite of my prejudice, a warm admira- 
tion of Sir Gilbert. — I f^lt the tender de- 
licacy of his behaviour, and even regretted 
that I had no heart to give him. 
' *^ But these proper sentiments, extorted 
by uncommon merit, soon passed away; 
aiid left only the pleasing reflection, that 
his generosity had procured me a temporary 
respite from any further conversations on a 
subject so painful. 

" It was after th« sixth day that I had 

sent off a letter to Lord C — , that in the 

evening my servant gave me a note from 

him, in which he merely told me that he 

1 4 was 
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was arrived in Ihe village, had commum- 
catioQS of the utmost importance to make, 
which required a private interviewjh and 
entreated me to meet him in Nelly's apart- 
ment, which adjoined the laundry, was de- 
tached from the other .servants by a narrow 
passage, end h^d a staircase opening into 
the yard, the key of which dooi* slie gene- 
T^liy o^^Id command, as it hung in the 
laundry. He conjured me not to refuse 
him, as his life ;and happiness depended 
W>lely on me. 

" Weak and imprud^t as I was, yet I 
w^ fully sensible of the impropriety of Ihis 
stepj and expressed something like re* 
luctance. — *' Good Lord, MissT* cried the 
girl, " pray don't deny my lord, he will 
surely kill himself, he is x^igh distracted al<T 
ready about that nasty Sir Gilbert. — Not to 
b^ sure hot what he's a handsome good hu- 
moured gentleman, but, dear heart, my 
lord is an angel, ^nd you will be a countess^ 
a^d I shoul4 9? like to live witk a countess ! 
i ^^Pray, 
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Pi*iy, Miss, let mt go and say you will meet 
my lord?" 

''Well, go then/* I replied, ''I don't, 
mtich^ like it, but I hslvi hot courage to 
^filse him/* 

*' She (lid not ^ait a becbhd ji6rfnMbili, 
but was off in a moitient.-^My rtiind wai 
in tumults undesCfibablfe;-^Iove, joy, fear, 
with a secret repugnarfce I ^otild not shakd 
off, by turns^ateaited tiie.-^At the suppet 
table I complained of k slight indisposition, 
to account for an agitation I could not re- 
press, and retifed 6arly to my roorii, my 
dear mother obligihg me to take a medi- 
(jihal cordial} dtid whert I wished her good- 
liight, she tenderly kissed me. With the ^ 
hope that I shotild be quite wfell in the 
morning. 

*^ Oh\ best of women, rtlost amiable of 
mothers! dti what a deceitful guilty wretch 
did yon bestow yoiir ^fTectidiiatfe caress. — 
Alas ! we parted to meet no mofe ! 

1 5 ** Between 
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" Between twdve and one I was in* 
formed, by my too officious servant, that 
my lord was in waiting. — ^Trembling every 
step, I hastened to the room. He threw 
himself at my feet, and poured forth such 
raptures of love, joy, and gratitude, that 
transported with delight and self-gratula- 
tion, I lost all remembrance of the im- 
proper indulgence I had granted; and, 
without even a wish to conceal my feelings, . 
gave unequivocal proofs of the power he 
liad obtained over my heart. 

^^ When the joy of meeting was a little 
subsided, he reverted to the letter, which, 
he said, liad Jlirown him into a state of 
distraction. — His uncle was still in an ex- 
tremely precarious state of health, the me- 
dical people gave no hope beyond a few 
months of gradual decline, and therefore, 
he dared not, in such circumstances, agitate 
his mind; as unhappily he had such absurd 
yet strong prejudices in favour of rank and 
higi? birth, and no less avaricious than 

proud. 
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proud, that were he to suppose his nephew 
cast a thought on an untitled young wo- 
man, he should certainly lose both hi* fa- 
vour and his estates. 

. ** I felt a little proudly here, for my 
father's family were all very respectable, and 
my mother's no less so, though they had no 
quality relatives. - 

" He saw me draw up something haugh- 
tily, and hastened to dispersed the rising re- 
sentment of self-lov-e. — ** Those very ab- 
surd prejudices,. I despise from my soul,'* 
continued he; ^^your birth is in. every 
point of view . unexceptionable, and your 
beauty and merit entitle you to a diadem. — 
But, poor man ! he will shortly be removed 
from all worldly concerns, and I shall then 
have a fortune worth your acceptance; a 
fortune and title which can aiFord me no 
joy, without you share it with me." 

" Again he uttered raptures and admi- 
ration but too seducing to a heart already 
devoted tO' him ; — ejiclaiming against the 

love 
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lo^'of tkles and richeSj whictr impeded 
him from ^c^nly avowing his adoration of 
the most lovely of her sex. 

" I asked^ why he would not confide his 
secret to my mother^ whose tenderness for 
me would induce her to reserve my hand 
for him when he was at liberty to claim it. 

^^ You are ,most exceedingly mistaken,'* 
said he, ^^sAe is absolutely determined in 
favour of Sir Gilbert;* 

" I repeated the intelligence of Nelly-^ 
the conversation between him aid my 
iather. i 

*^AhP* said be, *^yoii see things in a 
wrong light; this aiTected generosity in the 
bardnet,-^f6r be assured it is affectationy--^ 
he well knew would give him a greater 
interest in your father's esteem. — He is the 
most artful of men^ under the mask of ho^* 
nour and principle.-— They are deceived by 
htf specious manners, and will never recede; 
they will rely on your tenderness, and you 
will assuredly be sacrificed to an impostor, 

who. 
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whp^ under the semblance of moralslMd 
frankness, conceals a depraved heart and » 
love for you which is merely personal.*' 

*^ I must stop here to remark, with what 
intrepidity and baseness he traced his own 
character, unveiled the turpitude of his own 
heart, and affixed on a worthy man ft 
stigma of contempt and detestation due 
only to himself. 

"Alas! love and credulity, inexperience 
and candour, rendered me an edsy believing 
victim to his falsehood. 

•* No!*' I exclaimed, '^^no, ^ never will 
be sacrificed to such a wretch! — Much as 
I love my parents I have courage enough 
firmly to disobey commands tending to 
destroy my happiness for ever! — I will go 
to them, 1 will unmask his character." 

**Ah!'' rejoined he, interrupting me, 
" how little are you acquainted with the 
art, the perfidy, and prejudices of men!— 
How are you to unmask him?*— Where 
are yodr proofs ?— You must refer to me, — 

our 
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ougiMicret will be discovered, and the los» 
of life in Sir Gilbert or myself, perhaps of 
both, will undopbtedly be the consequence* 
If he falls, I am ruined, and must fly my 
country ;— if he proves successful with his 
sword, I shall expire without the possibility 
of saving you, — and you^ dear suffering 
victim, will be forced into the arms of my 
murderer!*' 

** Oh! rio, no!" I cried, tears gushing^ 
from my eyes, -^^ never, no never, will I be 
his wife! — Never will I put your life in the 
hazard against his!— Good Heaven!' what 
is to be done ?— how shall I escape these 
dreadful evils»which threaten my peace?" 

** There-is-but one way possible, and for 
th^t I have prepared, 1n a conviction that I 
must now seaire, or lose you for ever;— • 
Fly with me immediately to Scotland, once 
' married you can have nothing to dread 
from importunity or parental power.— 
Your parents have no suspicion of our ati- 
tachment, and however partial they may be 

to 
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to Sir Gilbert, when I am at liberty to dis- 
' close my marriage, and raise you to tli&t 
dignity your beauty and merit entitles 
you, 'tis impossible but they must be both 
pleased and proud of my alliance and your 
rank. My uncle cannot survive many 
weeks, possibly not more than five or six,« 
during which time you shall live in an 
elegant retirement, until, my fortune being, 
ascertained, concealment will be no longer 
necessary.'* 

*^ While he thus iqsidioiisly sought tc|, 
ensnare me, reason and modesty revolted 
against the proposition. I attempted to: 
object and argue on the impropriety of his 
proposal J but never let a guileless, affecti- 
onate heart descend to debate any point 
with a daring, practised deceiver, — flight, 
scorn, and resolution, alone can save her. 
How truly says the poet,. — 

" The woman that deliberates is lost." 

The unhappy being, who relying on her, 
own strength, dares to enter into argu- 
ments. 
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mente, after hearing a propbsal inimical td 
d«ly, virtue, and self-r6spe6t, ii assuredly 
hst; atid / am a tniierable exenfiplifier of 
the assertion. 

*' I will not dwell further on his persua- 
sii^e atts, Of my weak resistance; 'tis sufji* 
cient to day, that he prevailed updti me la 
abandon the dear gaides of my youthy 
mid plunge at once into misery, and self- 
ikyftdemnatioh^ Though drowned in tears^ 
with a tortured heart, and a sense of the 
i^2L^he and teproach I drew on myself, I 
yet sufFfered my erring trembling feet to 
fdtlow a vile reducer, and lifted into a car-^ 
i^iage, became a wretiih for ever ! \ ! 

*' Nelly followed me into the carriage,, 
which Wds the only eircumstaiice from 
which I drew a small degree of consolation^ 
as it seemed a mark of respect to' my deli- 
cacy and peculiar situation; but it was 
many hours before I ceased to lament the 
bitter anguish 6f h fond mother^ and the! 

mingled 
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inmgled grief and resentment of an affec- 
tionate father. 

" It was in vain he mpresented to mey 
thatv their sorrow would be but temporary^ 
and would be folbwed by pride and exulta- 
tion; I was but too aemsible that even tem^^ 
porary disgrace, however short in its du- 
ration, would leave an indelible knpresskm 
on the mind of a ipan of honoor, wounded 
in its confidence^ and deserted by a darlings 
child. ^ 

^* But .the die was cast, afid I had te 
sooth myintemal agony, one of the most 
. insinuating and fJausible of mankind ; wha 
if he could not convince my reason by hid 
specious arguments, at least forcibly ap- 
pe^ed to my heart, and by degrees lessened 
the violence of my emotions, by his ex- 
cessive tenderness, and fallacious promises 
of a speedy re-union with my family. 

^^ On stopping at the inn where we tvere 
to pass the night, I was astonished to he^ 
hold my trunks brought into the room*— 



X 



Digitizec^by Google 



186 THE CONVICT; OR, 

I threw a look of surprise and reproach on 
Lord^C — , which he perfectly understood ; 
and when the man withdrew, he anticipated 
my remarks, by candidly owning, — ^that he 
had come pre-deter mined r)ot to go back 
without me, and trusting to my affection 
and JAidgment, when he adduced such in- 
disputable reasons for escaprng from an in- 
evitable impending evil, as threatened the 
entire destruction of our mutual happiness, 
he had consulted with my servant, and en- 
gaged her to promise she would prepare 
the trunks unknown to me, and have them 
conveyed to the carriage during our con- 
ference,^ — And for this precaution he im- 
plored my favourable interpretation, since 
piy comfort and convenience, were solely 
the objects gf his consideration. 

*' Plausibly as he veiled over this pre^ 
determined plan to compel me' into an . 
elopement, I felt a secret pimg at my heart 
in being betrayed into it, by the duplicity 
of Nelly, and a confidence in my weak ac- 
quiescence. 
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quiescence. But how short is the duration 
of displeasure against a sg|^ucive . beloved 
object ! — I had now gone too far to recede, 
and felt no other remorse than for the 
anxiety of my parents at the uncertainty of 
my destiny. 

*^ On expressing this regret, I found his 
^^ considerate prudence f to spare them pain," 
had induced him to convey a letter, 
through the medium of his officious con- 
fidante, at the first stage where we changed 
horses, to be forwarded to my father,- inti- 
mating that I was gone to Scotland with a 
man of honour, to whom I had given my 
heart, and to avoid a marriage with a man 
I detestedi 

*^ li I was spmething^conciled to the 
premeditated steps taken on the presump. 
tion of his power over me, by the compa* 
rative ease which this letter- would give td 
vny parents, I felt a little indjgrwnt at the 
strong expression against Sir Gilbert, who 
had uniformly treated me with a respectful 

and 
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and unobtrusive tenderness, such as could 
by no means warrant an avowed detesta- 
tion ; because no defects in his charactef 
had appeared to us that juistffed it, and the 
developenient of his priftciples hed fio re- 
cently been made known to me. 

*^ I observed this to Lord C— , he made 
light of my feeling, wkh «\ ofescrvatkm iti 
bis turfl^, th«t Sir &Abt\i*M <^ixsc\em^ 
wouid foei)> him to «n «xpiaiiaitioYi; wvd 
then changed the subject to self^gr>atialatbil 
en his own happiness, and the eerta^ty dP 
800ft restoring' me to my faftiily, afe it 
f otuitess, and, he flattered himself, sis one 
of the happiest women in the kingdom. 

^' When I retjred to my pillow, I ^otlld 
not repress m«iy painfal reflections, and a 
presentifflent of futut-e repentance and 
mortification. — Tlie step I had been drawii 
into was so contrary to duty and delicacy> 
that all the flattfering prospects held oiit by 
Lord C-*-, could not reconcile tnt t6 dOtt-- 
>id6r it Olhferwiaf^ than as a violation of prin-. 

eiple 
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ciple which humbted me in my own eyes, 
and must degrade me in the opinioa of 
the \$^|4d> and his connevtiom particularly. 

^'Whqn with him, the sophiatry of his 
persua$ivi9 eloqii^n^e beojdwinked my rea- 
son, and dazzled my imagination; but 
soUtary reflection gave birth to painful 
ideas, and mortifying re;grets.-^Though ^- 
xluced by love, and overpowered by the ar- 
dour of irresistible teijderness; my heart 
wa9 not yet corrupted, , it was still sensibly 
s^iy^ to the ia>propriety arid ingrajtitude o( 
ifty co^duptto the best: pfparentfk 

<^ I pas^d a sleeplesa night,, and met. my 
l^rdi at break fapt, with.a,hea^<y eye, and a 
counten wee th,at bespoke the perturbation ^ 
of iBy spirits. 

^' He looked steadfastly at me, but was 
tooipplite to notice Uie di^op^posure he 
cofiJd not biiit observe. On thc^ oontrary^ 
his expressions were, rapiurows^ his^^ wwds 
and acjtiansi equally tenckr arid respeetftd, 
until the fascinating and infectipw softness 

stole 
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stde over my senses, and left room for no 
other object than himself. 

^* We proceeded rapidly on our jouniey; 
when we stopped to dine, he carelessly ob- 
served, we should 'l)e in London before, 
night. 

" In London!** I exclaimed, ^^ are we 
not going to Scotland P*^* 
- *' Certainly, my beloved Ellen. — But you 
do not suppose that 1 would leave it in the 
power of chance to rob me of you, by 
being overtaken in our journey there ? to 
avoid which, by a circuitous road we shadl 
soon arrive in London, where, in the house 
of a most respectable wotnan, you will rest 
two days, while I prepare a situation proper 
to receive you as its mistress, on our return 
from Scotland.*' 

'* Though there was a plausibility Jn ithis 
arrangement^ yet I felt a sinkJn^ at by 
heart wholly unaccountable; and if I hdd 
nothing to oppose against it, neither did I 
feel satisfied. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



NAVY .LIJEUTENANT. . 1^1 

^* He took notice of my silence, and 
again had recourse to the tenderest efFu- 
^ons of love and gratitude, and called 
upon me to give him great credit for this 
trial of impatient happiness ; since in de- 
laying his own felicity for my accommo- 
dation, he gave a proof of his self-denial, 
and attention to such comforts as the be- 
loved adored wife of Lord C — ought in- 
stantly to be in possession of, when she 
became the wedded partner of his heart 
and name. 

^^ If I have been too minute in narrating 
the scenes between Lord C — and myself,- 
let me beforgiven; and let his insidious arts 
be deeply impressed on the memory of 
young and inexperienced females, if my 
sad story should make its way into the 
world, that they may early shun the decep-. 
tWe tongue of flatfery, and look with scorn . 
and abhorrence on those men who seek to 
seduce them into a clandestine corres- 
ppiidence,— the first step towards infamy, 

sorrow. 
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sorrow, and repentance. — This caution 
cannot be too oft^n repeated, since unhap* 
pily it is but too frequently neglected, tilf a 
terrible ixmviction proves its immutable 
truth. 

*^ I wiU endeavour to be more coocise, 
{Old without repeating any further conver- 
sations, briefly say, we skrrivd in London 
as the day was dosii^. — It was the end of 
October, and the air very cold, our glasses 
were drawn op, and I saw but little of the 
town, through which we drove very fasti 
and 9t length stopped at a l>andsome 
house, where a well-dressed fashionable 
looking woman: met me, with a polite and 
cordial welcome, in a manner that shewisd 
I was expected. - 

** This idea flashed upon tny mind with 
a sense of conscious humiliation, from the 
certain triumph over my principles, which 
Lord C— had. anticipated — ^and well he 
might; after drawing me in to d€<ieive, and 
deny my confidence to a tender mother, 

every 
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every other felse step was progressive ;—lhe 
firrt error against duty and judgment de- 
cides our destiny. 

*^ With a weight on my spirits I could 
not shake off^ I entered a very elegant 
wdl-Hghted apBrtment,-r— the lady, intro- 
duced as Mrs. Harwood, was officiously 
polite, and praised my person, complexion, 
eyes, &c. with so Jittle reserve and delicacy, 
and in such very flatteihig terms, that I 
was more di^ttsted than gratified, at what 
I thought an unbecoming freedom to a 
stranger, and therefore was extremely cold 
in return to her adulatory civilities. 

*^My Lord C— 's behaviour was ex-» 
eeedingly tetider, and politely respectful^ 
which served to counterbalance the freeness 
m Mrs. Harwood's manners. -- We had a 
light handlsome supper, after which I was 
shewn to a very excellent bed chamber 
' atid dressing room. 
. '^ Nelly Was in raptiires with the prospect 
of residing tniiOndon.-~My thoughts w^re 

VOL. !• (C . too 
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too x^onfused and desultory to find ^ much 
pleasure ; but fatigue and want of rest the 
preceding night threw me into a profound 
sleep for several hours, which greatly, re- 
freshed tne. 

*^ I should have observed, that Lord C— 
took leave of me after supper, as he was tp 
sleep at his uncle*s, whpse house was in one 
of the squares. I was pleased at tljis ar- 
rangement, and met him on the following 
morniqg with more cheerful s^f its, yvh\c^ 
BO less delighted him. 

" A^fter breakfast jie left me, to go in 
search of a house ; lamenting that he was 
copip^lled to meet a party of his. uncle's 
friends at dinner, the earl being too great 
an inyalid to preside at the table himself.*^ 
J wag not'Sorry to be alone, having some 
iittle^arrangements to make necessary for 
my comfort in a journey to the north. 

^^ Having observed this to !D^s. IJarwopd^ 

journey this time of the year f roig^t^ ab- 
surd 
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siird plan; — my lord has only to wait three 
w^ks, and you may be married in London, 
without risking the fatigue and accidents 
of travelling.'* 

" I demanded an explanation. — She 
said, — we had only to fix ourselves in a 
house, give in ouir names at the pariiH 
church, be asked three times, and any 
parson would be obliged to marry us. ^ 

*^ Probably Lord C — is not acquainted 
with this mode, so very preferable to su<Jh 
a long journey?*' ' / ? 

" Possibly not," returned she, *^ or if h* 
is, he is top muth in love to wait the prt>- 
pen time.— But if you approve of it, ify^ 
dam, I will mention it when he comes* in 
the «^ening?-*> '^ 

'^ I requested she would do so,-and whc'it 
he appeared, and with joy and tenderness 
intimated that he had already succei^d^ 
in engaging a small elegantly furnished 
house, by the month only, as the evid^f^t 
decline of his uncle made it unnecessary to 
K 2 take 
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take it for any specified length of tiQie^-^ 
Mrs. Harwood abruptly entered upon th« 
subject she had started to me.*— 

^* Ah ! my dear Madam," replied he, 
^' do but consider, three weeks ; why it is 
three ages, and I hope to prevail on this dear 
\94y toprpceedon our journey to-morrow.** 

^^ On this I frankly confessed a repqg* 
nance to the journey, warmly approved 
fidrs. Harwood*8 proposal, and, in short, 
demanded as a proof of hk affection and 
complaisance to my wishes, that he would* 
ipoqieiM; to forego his plan, and adopt our*s, « 
so m^ch oiore agreeable to my feelings, 
nj ch^nbQter and delicacy. 

*^ He no longer presumed to oppose my 
desire ; however reluctant on his si^, it 
l^came him to submit to the punishment 
of self-denial, since I had made such pleas 
as he dared not attempt to refute. 

** I received this acquiescencfe as a high 
eompUment^ and the satisfaction I derived 
fiom it^ gave me unusual spirits. 

. f'AIas! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KAVY UBUTBKAKT. ig7 

^Alas) how coi2ld\I for a moment 
scn^ct tfiat this submissiofi on his part 
was all fine acting-^that I had become 
the dupe of a premeditated scheme be^ 
tween an unprincipled Woman and a basi 
systematic sedocer i 

<< It was finaUy determined, that I sbonIA 
remove to my new house in two days^ 
ibough Mrs. Harwood earnestly entreated 
the indulgence of a week with her, to 
which he pcreniptorily objected, as time 
vlro^ld be lost in the requisite period of tnf 
residence in the parish. This Opposition 
was compromised by an invitation to her 
to pass Some time with me, which she ac- 
cqited very readily. 

'^ The following day I accomjpanied mf 
lord and her to the house, which tliough 
in a neighbourhood, was a detached house, 
recently built and furnished, and, as I af: 
terwards found, was in the Hampstead Road> 
about a mile from town; but houses beiilg 
sprinkled pretty &ick in the road, and my-^ 
K3 self 
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self wholly unacquainted with Xbndoii and 
jts enviror^, they passed it off as an airy ^ 
pari of the fashionable end of the town. 
. '* r was extremely pleased with the si- 
tuation^ hpuse^ and furniture. Mrs. Har- 
wood was to send in two women servants 
IM^d^ footmanr— a carriage was to be hired 
from, a livery stable : for the pres^i t ; and^ 
in short, evfsry arrai!ig^n?ot:was made^ re- 
QMisite fof 0)y cpnyenience €nd pledsiire. 
^/^ Blind, infatuated, senseless wretch as 
I was 1— Without one presentiment of evil, 
without one sentiment of^ remorse for the 
affliction and disgrace I had entailed upon 
my parents, in the proud hope thut I should 
soon defeat malice, silence calumny, and ' 
appear before them, and the world, witJi 
^ eclat that would confound hasty cenr 
s^r§f^i and dedf^and respect and ddmiratioh' 
r^with these vain and djelljsave hopes I took 
possession of my new house, which was to 
b^ the grave of my innocence, and tbc 
tomb of all 4i>y earthly happiness ! l-l-: -• 
V ! • CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VII. 



*' Al9^ ! where c^n that unha|^y being turn for com- 
fort, who has rejected counsel, and despised advice j 
who suffers the just punishment of her crimes, in- 
flicted by the very wretch for whose sake she had 
forfeited every ble^ing of life, and plunged a poi- 
soned dagger into the hearts of her parents ? " 



"E. 



ENTERING on my new establish- 
ment, siHI attended by Nelly, and with 
Mrs. Harwood as a visitant, for the first two 
da)ts only pleasure and proud exultation at 
my future prospects, took possession of my 
kea^t. — Lord C— passed two hours ifi (be 
morning, and supped with us in the evenings 
m> fitfbmissiire and decc^us as ahMja to take 
v^^ v> ^ K4 leave 



itized by Google 



200 THB CONVICT;. OB,' 

leave at twelve o'clock ; which respect and 
delicacy greatly strengthened both my love 
and confidence. 

'^ In this calmsun^neof expected hap- 
piness passed the three probationary weeks 
previous to our intended marriage.— I was 
mpriified, indeed^ to accept, presents from 
his lordships and determined to refuse all 
but absolute necessaries until I became his 
wife,~WbeiiI was decoyed away (iFor. truly 
I may use that expression) from my father's 
mansion, I had only three guineas and a 
half with some silver in my pocket, aad 
between nine and ten pounds in a drawer^ 
which Nelly had put into a trunk with my 
lioen* 

/^ This littie atoqk waa not dinainiabel^ 
9^ I £ouvd every thing provided foi: me Ihat 
could gratify vanity; and mvich xtkore ci&ced 
Jtbain I cjbose to accept. s n 

'* In this interval, there had been mm 
i^E^tfi when I found it reqiu^ate to repuba 
vM) p PfS^ iG^eliog ofdrlicwjr^ thmJm 
t? . -A ^ -H rapturous 
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rafytur(»is zitenttans of Lord C—. Often 
offending, as quickly repentant, and pleads 
injg the most passionate fondi^ss as an apo- 
logy for these lkt]e excesses towards art 
qffiamed bride, he was too easily forgireiiir 
but -though I sometimes pardon^dd an hn 
frtngement on d^orum, yet I stil) preaewod 
a conscious sense of what vias due to virtue^ 
and compefled him to respect it also. 

^' I h^ve no doubt but that be hoped to 
have thrown me off niy guard long before 
the time expired for the ceremony of mar^ 
riage to take place, — nor will I arrogate to 
mysdf more virtue than I possessed ; pride 
Ikad at least an equal share in the fortrtadrt 
which saved me from the contagion of his 
extravagant fondness. 

! " Oftai softened, my slomberfng ki*' 
Bocence: was ifousedto repel his damgi^ous 
caresses^ by the scidden recollecddn oF tbci 
nmk I aspired, to, and the tiimrypb I looked 
jbrward to, mbt .unjpitfeotidemnattb^, ' «ind 
Illiberal conjectures, when I rtlOTrio|d d^te 
/^ >..:/{ ^^ K5 the 
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tiie icbuntry as tlf^< Countess of M-^-^-^. 
Thus^ as thepoet iuslly obseryes^-F- 
*^>Brjdc §avc^ mm Qk\ nad women too ftom falling." 
Bat what availied the precautions of pride or 
virtue?-*^! had' forfeited all pretensions to^ 
eidier , when I permitted myself to engage 
in/a private correspondence, and was se- 
(}w±d /from the iioaBe of my father; every 
subsequent evil wds a thing df coarse, no- 
thi6g lesfe thian: a miiick could have ^vfed 
Bie frdm the vile plotter, and I had not de-' 
served ja qriiracle: should be wrought in my 
£ivQur. . ' ! 

j! *Mrhe/day at length arrived when I waa 
Id be ttinited to the m'an I loved and trusted! 
Hi.— ^The!|>lea>of necessity was urged f6r 
the marriage ceremony being performed in 
myi ovvQ hdi:^, le^ the.circumstance should 
feach J:hd)ea^'df his Uncle, Lord M —*-*-• 
Befeodes, Mrs. Harwood obsersied,— " it wa» 
Jdofe dignified, niore correspondent to 
Lord.Cr-^'s fank, than a public exhibitiao^ 
jur the;«hard».'1 ir. ' . ■■ ^-' /; 1. /-j '• 

.: a A y Perfectly 
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^* Perfectly convinced that it was equally 
bindmg, if performed by a clergyman, not 
a word of objection was urged on ray part ; 
and on that day which stamped, me a 
wretch for ever, I was married to the vilest 
of his sex. 

" Several days passed away in an intox- 
ication of happiness, before I recollected 
that I ought now to satisfy the painful anx- 
iety of my parents; depending on flieir 
secresy for the present, as it was impossible, 
my lord told me, that his uncle could sur- 
vive above a month or two at most. 

" It would have been heresy in me to 
doubt his truth; — he readily accorded* to 
my wish for trusting my parents,' aiid as- 
sured me he wouUl enclose my lettet* in one 
from himself. 

** Every care and anxiety was now re-.' 
moved from my heart ; the respectful ten- 
derness of an adoring , husband filled my 
whole soul with lovQ and gratitude. — Oh P 
days of joy, but of shOTt duration! hoys? 

bitterly, 
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l^Hterly, liow^ severely have I fftid for Ihe 
trwsient ba^Mess of a few weeks! — how 
soon did ^cne and horror overtake the 
presumptuous exultation of fgnd credulity ! 

^* Four dayg after this fatal marriage^ 
Lord C — introduced to me bis mosl parti- 
Qttlar friend. Major Freeland^ and to him I 
was announced as Lfidy C-**-^ in confidence^ 
Thi^ circomstance was very Mattering to 
ipy.fir^^ as I couM not help feeling hum-- 
bled by still retaining the assumed name o£ 
Thompson, with appearances so disadvan- 
tageous to my character. 
( " The major was nearly the age of Lord 
C— *-^ in person very mqch bis inferior; ^but 
be was anini^ted^ witty^ and so full of 
anecdote, that I felt highly pleased by such 
an addition to our small circle. — With theso 
gentlemen, Mrsi. Harwood, and a young 
widow of her acquaintance^ introduced to 
me as Mrs. Bateman, we made frequent 
e^icursibns into the country^ and passed 
some very pleasant days. ^ 

'* There 
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; "There were times, indeed, when I re-» 
marked silently that their conversation and 
actions were not altogether accordant with 
my ideas of delicacy and modesty ; when 
my blushes and evident embai-rassment 
^uld not pass unnoticed, and J was rallied 
excessively on my prudery, mauvaise hpnte^ 
^d little knowledge of life and manners. 
^ *^ I ^as more desirous to give my qom* 
panions credit for their superior vivn^y, 
good breeding, and fashion, than to indu(||^ 
1^ reserve and reprehen^on of freedoms^ 
th^y declared were common in all polity 
circles; and drew on me their wit and ri-^ 
4ioule, when I attempted to reprove them. 
.^ " Thus insensibly drawn on to to^rab^ 
licentiousness for wit, an unblushing ef^. 
Crontery in conversation, romping* and n 
lUmdi^d froUos, as they called them, ceiVf 
|»n)y not deeocous, and tending ta weaken 
the barriers of delicacy, by unbecoming 
fs^^iomsy which wHile my modesty shrank 

^. ; , ,^ firoipj 
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from, I had not courage openly to resent 
or condemn. ♦ 

** So powerful is example to contaminate 
the hearty and so dreaded is the force of 
ridicule upon young and inexperienced 
minds. — Obliged to endure what f could 
not approve, I was often dissatisfied on a 
review of the day's amusements; but wlierr 
I reflected that I was a wife, I !hoiig4)t' it 
wdiHmpossible his lordship would permit 
undue liberties, and that it must be my* 
confined education, and the frigidity of my 
mother's manners which influepced my 
opinion and my feelings. 

** I now begati to be eitremely uneosr^ 
that no answer arrived from my^parents,* I 
spoke of it to Lord C— , he confessed th^ 
he was not less hurt than surprised, adding, 
that for the^ake of my peace, he Wotfld 
not object to my writing (mce mbre; and 
he would join in thesignatut^.*— ^* *Tis to 
gratify your duteous afFeistibn/' continued 
he, *^ that I submit to this second appli- 
cation^ 
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tttion^ <rtherwise, as my wife^ I would hot 
suffer a humiliation, even to a parent, in a 
point where tftfe rtvky fortune, and liappi- 
n^s of their child must appear established 
beydnd their best hopes. — I can allo^ 
something for their resentment at ffrsf, 
but now, if they carry it further, I must be 
permitted to be the guardian of yowr honour 
i^ well as .my own, and any overtures here- 
after must proceed from them.*' i 
** So infatuated was I by love and gra- 
titude, SQ self-satisfied with his attention to 
thedignity of my situation, that, wretch as 
I was, I fol-got the deception and ingratitude 
of my conduct to the best of parents,— * 
everloaked the wound the concealment of 
my marriage must have given to their af- 
fection and their honour, and had the har- 
diness and the insolence to feel more of re-? 
sentmev^t at their silence, than of contri-J 
tion for the sorrow and disgrace I had in- 
flicted on the Imthors of my b^ing, — whose 
uhsttllied reputation bad tityer received a 

stain. 
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stain^ until the elopement of their im'wortby 
daughter. 

*' I however availed m]rse{f of my lead's 
permission, and once morie addr^sed my 
parents, in terms of duty and afiketion^ 
Wthout lessening the dignity of Lord C — V 
wife; and to this letter he added apostscript^ 
perfectly affectionate and condescending in 
the opinion of us botb^ and such as could 
not fail of drawing a kind answer. 

^^ Satisfied with this arrangement, I gave 
1^ my whole soul to the delightful study of 
pleasing my husband ; and he, in return, 
was passionately fond of mt, and procured 
every amusement, iexeept public onesy 
Ihat could make time pass lightly and oa 
tl)e wings o( pleasure* ' 

*^ StiU the conduct and very reprehen*' 
aible freedoma among my associates, wer6 
tepulsiye to my feelings ) aidd one day, when 
cp»ipelle^ to join in their romping ffoUcd^ 
^HH^ tookrthe unwarraiitable l^rty o| 
kissing B|9; J ^pedly ay^iiwed my (MOlq 4o. 
:^ their 
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ij^t ^^pky&l gaieties/' and sat down dis^ 
eoQcerted aod oat of huoioor. 
. *^ A loud laugh from the ladies, a sort of 
larcastic smile of contempt from the ma- 
jor, and the words — ^^ My poor deat* Utile 
prude," with a tap on the neck, from my 
lord, waaby no m^ns catculatied to restore 
my spifita. — Afraid, however, of giving him 
offeiice, I passed by unnoticed, the rudeneas 
of my companions, but I fdt indignant and 
mortified. 

*^ A fortnight more passed away ilnmarked 
by any .particular incident. I was often 
obliged to join in the mirth of tbe parly)/ 
bul had not much to compbin of on the 
score of undue liberties, though often a 
witness to verjr improper ones, in my eyes. 
. " The time had now long elapsed since 
I was in e^^ctation of 'hearing from my 
parents.; Lord C — resented. their silenced 
highly, and in a more decisive manner than 
I bad ever remarked on any other oceasBoa^ 
i{ijttsted, that I should not degrade his ho- 
nour 
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nour and rank by any further applications/ 
and to this requisition I gave an unqualified 
assent. 

**We had been married nearly two 
months, when the enthusiasm of passion a. 
little abated. I began to feel uiiieasy in mf 
situation^ thus passing under a false name, 
in the opinion of our servants degraded into 
the mistress of Lord C— , and concealed 
from the eyes of the public, that no suspi- 
cion of the marriage should eVer r^ach the 
ear» of our dying uncle. — I wondered his 
constitution should hold out so long ; Imt I 
was too delicate to make frequent enquiries 
of his health, though anxiously watdhing 
Ibr'information from my lord. 

" One morning he entered my apartment 
with a countenance sa discbitiposed, and a 
manner altogether so disordered^ that I felt 
too much alarmed to speak, or demand 
what untoward accident thus ruffled bis 
temper. — He threw himself into a chair ¥y 
■ ■ ^ :.',!:" .iny 



D>gitized by Google 



NAVY WEUTBNAT^T. 211 

my side^ pres^d my hand to his bosom], 
and seemed struggling for words. 

•* For Heaven's sake, my Lord, speak ! " 
I exclaimed. 

, '^ Speak!" returned he, "Oh! my love> 
what can I say to prepare you for an un- 
expected blow, that wounds me to the soul, 
and which, I know, will deeply afflict you?'* 

" My parents are deadf*' J cried, shud- 
dering with terror. 

" Not that I know of^" resumed he, 
^^ but if you are thus agitated for them, 
how will you support a separation from me>? 

" Those dreadful words seamed to anni- 
hilate me; — what I said I do not now re- 
collect^ for my bfain seemed confused. 

" He then clasped me in his arms, — 
^^ Yes,'* said he, " we must part; — but, 1 
trust, only for a very short space of time.*— 
The doctors, confound them! have per- 
suaded my dying uncle to try the south of 
France, and he, poor debilitated, childish 
old man, has eagerly adopted their advice ; 

though 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 



212 mm eOVYMCT ; OM, 

though apparently the least ialigue wK 
destroy him.~He proposes to set off m two 
days, and insists upon my attendance.-^I 
ventured to o[^ose this plan as far as I 
dared, bat hd was ofitnded^dod after having, 
for more tbao two jpetrs gitr^ up my time 
and inclinations to bis pleaatire, now to 
risk the loss of b» fbrtmie by a fruitless op« 
position, would be the height of madness; 
particularly as in every hximan probability, 
theattcflBpt at thtsjoamey is more bkelyto 
accelerate his dieadi^ than add a day tafa^ 
exiatence/* 

' "White Lord C— * was speaking, Isat 
silent, the image of despair. He again folded 
the warn statue, . as he called me, to his 
heart. -^ ^^ I know what must be your 
feelings, '' said he, '* by the painfiil turbu-' 
knee of my own ;-^buty my beloved girl, 
recover your spirits, a few weeks, or more 
probaUy a few days^ will restore me to 
your arms, never, ney^r to part again t^' 
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" A burst of tears relieved my over*, 
diarged heart ; to repeat dfie teader scen^ 
that ensued is unnecessary, since all w^ 
deception on his part^ and a too fond ere*- 
dulity on mine. 

^* Our friends were informed of this 
unexpected arnmgeroent^ and with great 
appeailmce of sensibiKty sought to console 
me with an assurance that my convenience, 
pleasure, and comfort, should be their joint 
study; and all their endeavours be used to re^ 
conctle me to this inevitable misfortune. 

^^ But, my Lord,'' exclaimed the major, 
^ can you farm no plim, no possible way of 
taking Lidy C — with you V 

** My heart leaped at the <]uestion.-^ 

**Ah! no," re^ed he, aoiTOwfully shaking 
Ilia head, ^^ it is quite impossible ^-^yxm are 
sen»ble, that in travelling I must be con* 
atantty with him, and l^Lewise under the 
eyes of his servants»~-No, we must su{iport 
this terrible stroke with fortitude, it wiH 
assuredly be of short duration* I believe 

the 
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the physicians only wish liim to die from 
them, now they can make no further ad- 
vantage of his pocket; for his stomach has 
forfiome time been incapable of retaining 
medicine, and receives only blanc-manger, 
wine, and jeHies.'* 

: " CHi! ' rieturned the ^x!na}or, "if it is 
come to that, he will never reach the 
south of France. — Compose, yourself, my 
dear Lady, this Quixote expedition will ter- 
minate in a few days, be assured, '^ 

** The ladies also wece of a «inular way of 
thinking, but my feelings had met a shock 
not easily to be overcome; — there was an 
undescribable pain at my heart tio sophis-^ 
tical arguments cQitld remove. — Alas ! it was 
a sad predentitnent of all my woes tocothe! 
though a single doubt of Lord G-r-'s tVutIk 
and honour never once entered my head, ^ 

*^ However, what was inevitable I was 
compelled to bear,— and not to add to his 
well-acted distress, I assumed a resignation 
I was iar from feeling. 

'' At 
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. ^^ At nighty when retired to my pillow, 
a thousand horrid fears tormented my mind. 
1 — My lord might die, might meet with 
some unexpected terrible accident; — I had 
cause to believe I was in the family way, 
what would become of me should any mis- 
ibrtune happen to him I — He had told me 
ithe lawyers were drawing up a settlement 
for me.— I was so great a novice in affairs 
of this nature, that I believed juist what I 
was told, th^t we must be married before 
any settlement could be made. This set- 
tlement was not. done, I had heard of man- 
xiage; certificates,' but I had no such 
,thi«g. J . . i 

- . /Moijshort I passed a sleepless; i^ht, and 
i«8cived eto; qitesdoB his. lardsbip on these 
jpoints-theifoJlovvmg day. ^ 

£ >SHie came; at a irery earfy hour, — vte 
.Miere i alone, hiit my . resolutiiA failed . I 
could not mpket^be/inqutryJ had ietendtd, 
^wthPttt iibtmpKml (fcubti^liki hw^tfr^or 
tlm lifi^^rrlmth-t^riderrtiDwaadi^ 

bade 
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bade questions of a tendency so unpleasant 
to hini^ and the iatt equally operated 
agarnst the least hintof tny skuation. I 
could better acquaint him v^ith it by letter^ 
as be was to write every day. 

*^ Thus all my midnight resolves melted 
Iota atr bdbne the unbounded tenderness 
and regrets be expressed, in being for a 
single day separated from his adored wife. 

^* Oh ! villain ! — matchless villain I he still 
lives!— but vengeatice, such as perjury 
deserves from that Almighty Being, whdse 
name he had so often^ so daringly insuhed, 
will surdy overtake him l-^That my nerve- 
less arm failed in its desperate purpose^ I' 
, now how with humble gratitude to Hea- 
miaf* — I ^oaed in the intention^ and niy 
life will, I trust, expiate the crime. — ^That 
my soul is preserved from ;the actual com- 
missbn of ifiurder, I owe to the restraintng 
band of a gradous Providence. 
^ > *^ Yet, wr£fech as I ami have I not des- 
troyed asy mother?— »No matter what tlie 

* 1 instrument 
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ttistrument of death, if the effect is 
the same;-— sorrow, disgrace, and filial 
ingratitude sent her tp a premature grave. 
A dagger's point might have been mercy 
to the sufferings of a broken heart!— 
Again I quit my pen, my brain is on fire! 

^ I must hnrty ^n the dreadful recital ' 
of woes which language is inadequate to 
describe^ whilst I preserve my sense?. 

*^ Lord C — ^ left me, and the cold shiver 
which chilled my_blood as I embraced him 
for the last time, was nature's warning' of 
the misery that awaited me for the re- 
maining days of my existence. 

'^My associates, far from sympathising;^ 
attempted to ridicule the grief and teftor 
- which overwhelmed me.-^Fiends! they 
exulted over the credulous victim of villaayr 
I withdrew to' my apartment, I could not 
rejoin them that night. — Mrs. Hdrwood 
knocked at my chamber door before she 
retired to rest. I begged to be excused see- 
mg her, I was preparing for my bedT she 
VOL. I. L wished 
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* 

wished oie a good night/ ind hoped I 
should be quite well the next rnGfrning^ 

''What a ni^ht did I fUss! 1 was both 
shocked at^ and ashamed of the excess -^ 
my grief.— ^I began to fed sensible of mf 
extreme weakness, and resolved, if possible^ 
to subdue the poignancj of mj feelings, 
that I might not appear rkiiculousty fond 
and despatrifig, in the eyes of my compa- 
moM,^ I dese^ided to breakfast, on the 
itnk &iMnmtm8 with a studied composure^ 
Wt my couatciianoe, pale and wan, and 
ey^s dttnmed with floods of teais, too plainly 
evinced the tortures of my heart to be dis- 
gviflttdlfay the timi covering of afiected ease* 

*^ I ism. them look at rach other, that is^ 
t|te tw<> bdies, for the major had not jet 
made his appearance; i observed^ ako^ a 
koid bf suppressed smile on the features ol 
Mrs. Batetnaa.-— I dsould have menticmed^ 
Aat this Ijady had been an inmate of my 
bo»e for the last fortnight, at the request of 
Lord C— , who wished to procure for roe 

cheerful 
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cheerful companions, while his uncle en- 
grossed so large a portion of tbose hours 
his heart would have devoted to its pos- 
sessor; — and it was his particular request to 
them, not to quit me until he returned. 

** I rather submitted to than enforced 
his desfre by any solicitation on my part ;— • 
the ladies had both* lost ground in my es* 
teem, I could approve ' neither of thek* 
manners nor their conversation, and yet 
had not the courage openly to avow my 
dislike, or renounce their society. ^ 

"And here I cannot but observe, ho# 
absolutely t^uisite it isf to traiti up yOurig 
people to acquire early in life a habit of 
judging for themselves, of weighing causes 
and effects, and without a presumjituous 
tenacity, be capable of declaring and sup- 
porting their own opinions, until convinced 
^1)/ better arguments, that they are really 
erroneous.' , 

** That imbecility df mind which mh- 

mits, because it has tiot coura^ to oppo^ 

L 2 ^f5 »,:./^iitiments 
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sentiments and actions from which both 
its judgment and feeling shrinks with dis- 
gust and abhorrence, will ever be the sport 
of base, designing souls; will gradually sink 
into a mortifying insignificance, and .be- 
come a reluctant associate in vice, for want 
of that proper self-possession and noble 
confidence which should stimulate it$ 
powers of cixertipn in the, cause o/ virtue. 

."More unhappy beings of both sexes 
are drawn into vicious courses through .a 
false shame of incurring ridicule,^a blamable 
weakness, not daring to oppose the witty,, 
the gay, and licentious, than from any na-r 
tur^l propensity to vice, or real want of 
intellect. 

" Dearly have I. purchased a conviction 
of this incontrovertible truth. — Had my 
mind, ^ early in life^ been stanaped with 
more energy and geheral knowle^ of the 
world, with courage and precisidn^to judgj5 
of characters, and with modest confidence 
to spe^ my opinion und decide on the 

choice 
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choice of my own companions, I might 
then have escaped from the wicked arts,, 
the vile scherties of those wretches who 
i^ere hired for my destruction, 

*^ But hoiv I digress. — Alas ! even how I 
shudder to enter on the detail of unex- 
ampled villany, to which I was sacrificed^ 
without remorse, and without either con- 
scrousness, or power of resistance on my 
part. 

" Major Freeland came in soon after 
breakfast, and being, as he gaily said> 
Lord C — *s double, with a charge dele- 
gated to him, to^ contribute' in every pos- 
sible vyay to my amusement and comfort, 
he was come to propose going to the opera 
in the evening.— ^* You,'* said he, "are 
yet a stranger to that delightful enters 
lainment. — Lord G— was fearful of being 
seen there with you,, as tiie insatiable curi«> 
osity of women,, on seeing a new and 
eharming face witb' him, might have led 
tfaeiD to^ questions and investigations he 
L3 , ^' was 



was by no means prepared to gratify .^^But 
I am an unimportant personage, and per- 
fectly competent to evade impertinent en- 
quiries, should any such be made to me^ 
therefore, ladies, what say ye for the 
q)erar* 

" I replied, with truth,—** That /greatly 
pi?eferred passti^ my evenings at home ; I 
could derive no [Measure from amusements 
in which my lord had no share.*' 

" This sentiment was voted a bore, by 
the * whole trio;—** it is the dove-like 
fidn<faess of a country wife, afraid to trust 
herself beyond the boundaries of her 
household gods, <^or fear she should coii*. 
taminate the adoration due to one idol 
wly," said Mrs. Bateman^ with a Ipud 
laAigh. 

"Mrs. Harwood threw up her, bead^^ 

and with au ironical smile assured tne,-^ 

^ I might trust to the experience ?of two 

Mdows^ that the turtlekwife who dwatys 

ehing to the side of her lord^ and gave a 

tacit 
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(wit expectation that Jte should as fondly 
•dhtee. to ber^s^ would very soon weaken^ 
if not whdly destroy that affectitm whtck 
Altered the freedom of action, and changed 
the soA hands of tore into the gattkig 
dmins of matrimony. 

•* Come 9 come,** added she, *'yoei must 
atnusa yowself, we engaged ^ith my lord 
that yon should do so; believe me, he is a 
maD of aense and spirit, he confides in your 
love, and is not such a novice as to wish, or 
expect you should become a mofiie, simply 
because he » taking a short journey .-^^^Tb 
the opera ^(mvmi^ g^o,and you will thank 
us for this tittle exertion to set aside your 
absurd ^oier plan.'" 

** Too weak and irresolute to defend my 
l^wn judgment and inclinations, against the 
ridicule and boasted experience of these wo^ 
men, I submitted, though with an ill grace; 
to their imperious requisition; and was con^ 
ducted to that scene of fashion and pteasui^e^ 
at the usual hpun 

L4 «The 
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" The major had obtained a box, and we 
were very commodiously seated. I will not 
' deny that I was fascinated, enchanted by the 
music, dancing, and scenery ; the house was 
very brilliant, the company highly fashion* 
able, and the altogether had such an efiect 
upon my senses, doating on music, that I 
looked with uncommon complacency on my 
companions, and no longer I'egretted having 
sacrificed my inclinations to their better 
judgment. 

" On dur return we sat down to ft very 
elegant supper, ordered by Mrs. Harwood) 
who condescended to direct my household^ 
until I liad a proper establishment fixed. 1 
was in the highesit spirits^, imaginable, once> 
and only once, I wished Lord C — had 
been in our party ; my senses were in ft 
tumult of pleasure, I declared the opera 
should be my favourite resort when free to 
act as 1 liked, for there could not be any 
other place of amusement so captivating so 
truly divine l-^In short, I was in raptures, 

and 
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and my spirits seemed to electrify my 
three companions. 

" It was near fcMir in the momifig when 
r retired to rest; I was so overpowered by 
drowsiness that 1 have scarcely recollection 
of being undressed^ and getting into bedv-^ 
Nelly afterwards told me, I did not speafc 
three' words; and after she left me, meeting 
Mrs. Harwood on the stairs, she bid her not 
disturb me till I should ring, my spirits being 
exhausted and requiring, rest; 

** To the transactions of this most hor- 
rible night, I declare, with the most solemn 
appead to Heaven, I was wholly imcon- 
scious, and must doubtless have taken some 
powerful opate.— Judge then, you who low 
virtue, and have honour and truth in your 
bosoms— judge what must liave been my 
feelings, when I awoke and found myself in 
the arms of Major Freeland 1 

" I neither shrieked nor moved, — horror 

and suppnse "benumbed all my faculties. — • 

As I spoke not the mojuster said some words, 

L5^ and 
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and pTiteni me to bis boaom;-—! utitred 8 
deadly groan^ and lost my. seases. 

^^jPor five days from this eventful one^ I 
was happily unconscious of my misery; and 
kad it frieaaed Heavea to have recalled me 
then^ what days and nights of consuming^ 
anguish^ bitter and unavailing sorrow^ had I 
been preserved from. — ^Bat I was restored 
^saAj to feel tb^ fatal effects of duplicity and 
jttial ingra^tude, that the measure of my 
woes might be fdl^ and proportionate to the 
extent of my guilt.^ 

^* I \mi humbled to the dust, and pu-4 
niabed by the very man ior whom I had 
iaaakfXk and wounded the hearts c^ the best 
rad most indu^entjof parents $-f^for whom 
I bad forgotten all aetf-respect^ and abased 
myself in the eyes of the world, wickedly 
and voluntarily I — ^Here I must pause/' 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



^ Ye lyin^ vanities of life 



Where are you now, and what is yotir amount? 
We COBVB into the world only to die in sorrow! 
Wc gain a little that we may lose it with blteef 
Tears, an«l We engage Our hearts, only, that thoee 
Hearts may break in misery and regret ! " 



Wi 



HEN my icason retui*Ded> . I feU 
myself* as weak asan infaot; I opened rfty 
eyes to behdd IVIrs. Harwood and Mrs; 
Bateman sitting neafr the bed.^ — ^With^ a 
shudder that agitated my w^ole frame, I 
closed them again, saying, — ^* Go^, go, leavQ 
me*:to die!" — for in the same moment re- 
collection and horror burst upon my brain, 

the 
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the dreadful past rose tp my terrified senses 
in its most hideous form. 

"Dear Madam," said Mrs. Bateman, 
holding my struggling band,, "pray compose 
yourself; we are rejoiced to see you restored 
to us, your sudden and unaccountable illness 
has frightened us exceedingly, but now we 
have every thing to hope, — at present we 
leave you with your servant." 

"Yes, my sweet friend," added Mrs. 
Harwood, "you shall not be oppressed, 
'tis sufficient for our happiness that your 
senses are restored;— by and by we will 
visit you again." 

"I made no reply, they withdrew, and X 
Ivas left with Nelly. She requested me to 
take some drq>s, I opened my eyes once 
again to the light, again I shuddered, she 
repeated her request. 

" Tell me," said I, " how long have I 
been ill? — What has happened to me— 
have I had a horrid dream, or am I a wretch 
forever?" 

" Indeed, 
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^^^ Indeed, Ma'am /* answered she, *^yoa 
have been very ill, and how it happened^na 
one can tell, for His five' days ago now, the 
very day after my lord went a^ay, that I 
was awoke just about day break, as I could 
discern the things in my room, by the vio- 
lent ringing of your bell, so I starts* uf)j 
and just throwing on a bit of cloaths ru^ncfd 
in, when. Lord help me>= there was you 
tying, to my thoughts, aadisad as a stone* 
So I called up the ladies, and thought I 
should have died myself with the fright;-^ 
and so, when you was recovered by vinegar 
and such things, you raved arid talked Yikt 
one wild; — and so a doctor was sent for; 
and he said it was a fever of the brain,— i 
and ever since, till this blessed day, you 
have been mortal bad indeed.* — But the 
doctor said, last night, you would recover, 
and so, thank God, you will now soon get 
well, and aill your horrid fancies will be at 
an end!'' 
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^^ I heard her without interroption. I 
tried to believe the dreadful event that 
pressed upon my brain must be an illusion 
•f my senses ; but the stronger my reason 
returned^ tlie more I was convinced it had 
too certainly happened.— Memory, too 
faithful, retraced the horrid moment vfhttn 
I saw Major Freeland, and heard the few 
words he addressed to me.— Death or 
madness, at this recollection, would have 
been a blessing, but the crisis was past^-— I 
was restored to life and misery. 

*^ I i>ade very little rejJy to Nelly, who 
was curious to know how I was taken so 
suddenly ill. — I desired to be left alone for 
some hours and she retired. 

" I then retraced every circumstance in- 
my mind.— The wretch who had disho* 
rKiured me could not have remained in the 
h9use without the knowledge of Mrs. 
Harwood or Nelly. — The latter I entirely 
exculpated, the former, I began to fear, 
was a most infamous woman.— But, how- 
ever 
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dver ruined and betrajed^ Lord C*«- was 
now lost to me for ever,— never coold I 
raise my eyes to his again !-*^0h! how 
dreadful were my agonies^ how impossible 
to attempt a description of the horrors 
which took possession of my mind under 
a conviction so terrible I 

*^ Afbr passing some hours in misery 
unspeakable^ I suddenly determined to have 
an explicit conversation with Mrs. Har- 
wood« — I rzng my bell and desired to see 
her,— first taking some drops to support the 
violence of my emotions.— rShe came, and 
addressed me in a voice of kindness, in the 
most soothing and friendly terms, while I 
was struggling for composure and resolution, 

" At length I fixed my eyes firmly upon 
her, and asked, — ^* Where is Major 
Freeland?" 

^^ Astonished at a question so abrupt^ 
ber cheeks were flushed with crimson, and 
her features were so agitated, as ifltoiedi- 

ateJy 
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ately to convince me she was the mosb 
abandoned of women. 

" I repeated my question with all the 
force my weakness would permit^ adding^- 
sternly,— "There is no occasion for any* 
more deceit or evasion, — ^you well know' 
the cause of my illness. — ^You know Major* 
Freeland passed the night here, after we 
came from the opera^ and I now demand of 
you, a succinct account of what ar^ JAs 
vitw^i and what 2/ou propose to yourself 
from the misery and dishonour into which 
I have been betrayed through your means? 
Speak, Mrs. Harwood, for once be sincere ;> 
what is to become of the unhappy abased 
wife of Lord e—?^* 

" She appeared petrified by an address^so 
unexpected and solemn, that thrown off 
her guard, she only said, — ^^ Major Free- 
land is a man of honour, he adoi^es you.«— ^ 
You have nothing to apprehend from Lord 
C — •, he has deserted you.^^ 
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^ 1 repeated her last words, turned irK 
stantly sick, and fainted. 

^^ When, by their too officious en- 
deavours, I was again restored to life and 
memory, Mrd. Harwood ordered Nelly to 
retire, then €eeming to collect a firmness 
of manner, she said,-^^' To impose upon 
you longer is unnecessary. Lord C — has 
no claims upon you, your marriage is not 
valid, and be is com{>elIed to renounce the 
union.— You wUl see h«n namorc; but he 
kas left you a setttemeirt of a hundred 
a. year, and consigned his right to youlr 
heart over to Major Freeland, wHo, I re- 
peat, is a maa of honour, of large fortune, 
and who will immediately ensure to you 
four hundred a year for life, and will ac- 
company yott abroad, or wherever yoti 
choose, ta reside, until his ardent aii^ction 
has superseded the fickle LbitJ C— m your 
heart. — Here is a. letter from his lordships 
Heave it with you, and I hope you will 

SQoa 
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soon sec jour own interest, and receive 
the major agreeably to hie wishes.^' 

^ The vile woman might have talked on 
ior hours, I shouM not liave interrupted 
her; every word penetrated to my soid, b«A 
amazement and terror impeded every at- 
tempt at articulation^ — she laid the Irtter 
on the bed.and withdrew. 

'* I must draw a veil over my sufierings. — 
That my senses did not a second time £idl 
a sacrifice to my unprecedented wrongs, I: 
doubtless owe, in a great measure to the 
excess of them.— Indignant horror took 
possession of aU my faculties, and for some 
ti^me benumbed every sense of speech or 
wtion. 

"At length I awoke from the stupor 
which oppressed me. I eagerly caught up 
the letter, in which was enclosed the set-* 
tlement $he spoke of, and read the following 
lines: 

'' TIS with pain I lament the 
fatal necessity that compels me to restore 
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your freedom^ and tears me from you. — ^I 
never deceived you in respect to my uncle^ 
on whom I am entirely dependant, and 
who would instantly disinherit me had I 
really married a woman whose rank and 
fortune were beneath the dignity of my 
birth and his expectations* 

"Madly in love with you, I had no re- 
source but z pretended marriage. Had my 
uncle then died, my fondness for you 
might have induced me to legalize it ;• — ^but 
he is now in a state of convalescence, may 
live many years, and is going to reside 
abroad for two or three years at least.—- 1 
am compelled to .attend him» — we shall 
meet no mpre!^— This I should the more 
deeply regret, did I not l^nQw the passionate 
admiration of Major Freeland, who has not 
only assured me of his protection but of a 
handsome siettlement, if he is so happy as 
to obtain your acquiescence with his planSb 
As deception can now avail nothing, I 
frankly confess, no letters were ever for- 
warded 
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warded to your parents; I destroyed those* 
you wrote, which is a fortunate circum- 
stance^ for so violent is the major's at- 
tachment, that it is by no means improbable 
but he may be induced ta marry you, and 
then a reconciliation with your parents may 
be effected without disgrace or any know- 
ledge of circumstances between us. 
. •* Be not displeased with Mxs. Harwood; 
she is inclined to be sincerely your friend •• 
and her charac^r rs' sq equivocal in 4He 
world, that she is received into genteel so- 
ciety, and her acquaintance will not injure 
your character. Be assured \ leave yoa 
with regret, compdted by imperious cir- 
cumstances which cannot be resisted, and 
such as Il^aa not prepared to expect on my 
first attachment to yo». — Your happiness 
will be always dear to me, and shouM you 
ever want a friend, you will assuredly, at bM 
times^ find* one in 

'' C— , 
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^^P. S. In this is enclosed a trifling set- 
tlement as a small independence^ and a 
note for two hundred pounds for present 
emergencies^^ — ^but I have settled every pe- 
cuniary demand with Mrs. Harwood to 
this day. — Had more been in my power, 
more I would have done,'* 



'^ What I felt on reading this letter can 
never be conceived but by an unhappy be- 
ing in similar circumstances. — I was not 
niarried legally, — my parents had to thi^ 
hour been ignorant of my life or death, 
hoBour or dishonour. — My silence »must 
Jhave confirmed their sense of my ingratitude 
^nd wickedness.— I was deserted, turned 
over, like an infamous creature, to thp 
licentious wi^es of another profligate, whiose 
baseness had proved the vileness of his 
heart and principles ! 

" Such were the dreadful heart-^breaking 
recpllections that pressed upon my mind^ 
and maddened my brain!—- 1 laid for some 

* hour6 
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hours in a state verging on di$traclion, and 
more than once meditated on self-destruc- 
tion. But Heaven graciously preserved me 
from that sin, that I noight suffer on earth 
the punishment I so justly merited for th6 
premature death of a tender mother, the 
disgrace heaped upon the head of a res- 
pectable father, and the dishonour hrought 
upon myself by my own Criminaf and weak 
credulity. 

•' 1 was lefl a considerable time to myself 
before Nelly returned ; she then gave me a 
medicine which sliortly after threw me into 
a corfiposed sleep for some hours, and wheti 
1 awoke aTl the confused images which had 
disturbed my head ^ere fled,— I waB more 
composed, but more internally wretched. 

** Mrs. Harwood and Mrs. Bateman 
came to congratulate me on my servant's 
report of my quietude. — ^1 sziid litlte more 
than that I wished to be alone Tor the pre- 
sent, — they retired, and Nelly info;med me 
' ' ' ^ there 
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tjiere^ n^as company with them in the 
drawing-room« 

*^ It was evening when the physician 
came; he seemed surprised at the perfect 
restoration of my senses^ and requested I 
might be kept quiet for fear of a relapse by 
any sudden efiect. 

^' In this state I continued for four days 
evidently getting better^ and oo the last day 
was ^le to leave my bed* 

" Mrs. Harwood had as y^ hot spoken 
on the subject of Lord C— *s letter, and I 
deferred entering on it till I had strength of 
intellect to bear att the information I wished 
io obtain. 

^^ One morning, when I was sitting up, 
llie oatne alone, and I saw by her coun- 
tenance she h&d much to say, though em- 
barrassed in whiat manr^er to open the 
conversation. I was, therefore, thefirst to 
speak, and desired she would inform me 
who was the person that married me to 
Lord C — ? — ^This was her answer: — 

. - '' Neither 
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^^ Neither his name nor person are 
known to me, for I never saw him before 
fior skice. — I thought him a clergyman* 
Giroumstances not to be foreseen or ex* 
pected, the recovery of the Earl of M — =—, 
compelled Lord C — to acknowledge to me 
the deceit he had been guilty of;r— he 
dared not hazard a legal marriage while his 
uncle lived, and was too madly in love to 
wait the slow progression of life or death. 
But he assured me, that had his uncle died, 
he really would have married you. — ^ThQ 
contrary took place; — a sudden convales- 
cence, and a resolution, no less sudden, im-r 
mediately to go abroad, completely overset 
all Lord C — -'s plans, and obliged him to 
rdinquish the happiness iie had wished afid 
hoped for. -^ This, Madam, is the real 
truth." 

. " Tis hardly possible,". I repHedy very 
calmly, *' that this specious tale should be » 
true4— but adoditting it to be so, I am con- 
vinced it is not all the truths you cpyld tell. 

Your 
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Your own sh^re in the deceptive marriage 
you have carefully concealed, and would 
have me believe the discovery of it to you 
was of late date. . I am not now so easily 
imposed upon, my eyes are open too late, 
lo all tl)e artfal and base proceedings in 
this house ;-~I have paid dear, dear indeed 
for my experience and knowledge, but you 
can tio longer deceive me.'^ 

^^ 1 request. Madam,'* aaid she, haugh- 
tily, '^ that you will not implicate me in 
any transactions between you and Lord 
C— • I bav» condescended from ^ompat- 
sionate motives, to interest myself for you<; 
and even the paltry settlement which kis 
lordship has ensured to you, was wrung 
from him by my importunities. It is a 
mere bagatelle to be sure, yet it is some- 
thing; and I am commissioned to tell you, 
that it will be your own fault, if you <}o 
not obtain ten times that sum from one of 
the most liberal of men, who scorns deceit^ 
and is superior'to dependance on others." 
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" I understand you perfectly/' I re- 
pliec}; " it was necessary that I should be 
sacrificed, that I should be degraded, 
abused, and hreparably wronged, to bring 
me on a level with those who have basely 
contrived my ruin. At present, Mrs. Har- 
wood, I can talk no more on this subject, 
I feel my head disordered again. Leave 
me, Madanr), to reflection; and be assured 
you leave me to as much misery as human 
nature can support." 

*^ I saw by her countenance, that the 
composed manner tn >yhich I spoke, gave 
her hopes of success in her schemes ; for 
her features relaxed from their haughty ex- 
pression, and she left me with a civility 
bordering on kindness. 

" It would be a vain attempt to describe 
the various feelings of my heart, and the 
disorder of my mind. One idea only 
dwelt forcibly on the latter, a determination 
to quit that fatal house, the grave of my 
peace, and of my honour; but as I had 

no 
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no doubt that every movement would 

he watched, and my intention prevented 

if known, I had no alternative but to bear 

with apparent calmness the presence of 

those women, who were unquestionably 

. instrumental to my destruction, that they 

might be thrown off their guard during 

' my convalescence, and not suspect my in- 

,tention to escape from them, 

" I was at a loss in what light to con- 
sider the seeming affectionate attendance 
of Nelly. — She had, to gratify me, deceived 
the best of masters and mistresses — she 
had proved herself devoid of principle, by 
-accepting bribes to destroy their peace ;— 
self-interest, therefore, was doubtless the 
leading feature in her character, and to 
that she was as likely to sacrifice me now, 
as she had formerly been to assist me in 
deceiving and abandoning my much injured ' 
iparents. 

" How torturing, how humiliating were 

those reflections ! — She had been seduced 

M 2 from 
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from her duty through my errors, and now 
I could no longer repose confidence in har 
int^^rityi — ^She liiat bad onoe deceived, 
might deceive iigain; «uch doubts n^ust 
ever dwell on die micufs of confederMes 
in ne£arious actions^ for where thene i$ no 
principle, tha-e can be no reliance. I felt, 
bitterly felt, all the painful consequences of 
my unpardonable defection from duty and 
fielf-respect; and, it wa^ possible, that the 
mind of this unfortunate girl Was. corrupted 
by my example, and her futijre errors 
might be added to the intolerable weigh* 
of consciousgAiilt in myown bosom. 

** The distraction that followed the soul- 
harrowing retrospection of the many evils 
^tendant on my first deviation from , rec- 
titude, was beyond iendurance;-r-could it 
'be conveyed by language to the thought- 
less, the gay, and fluttering .young girls, 
who dance fearlessly on the edge o( a pre- 
cipice, from whence one false slep must 
inevitably precipitate them into ia fatal 

vortex. 
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vortex, where their peace, tbeir hcxiour^ 
their fame, and every hope of domestic 
happiness^ is engidphed for ever ! -^— Ohj 
eOuld my ooiserable fate ever reach their 
e9^9, and be impressed oa their bosoms^ 
t-he gradfttioa of my guilt might warn them 
against that great, that irreparable error^ 
of holding a secret correspondence with an 
insidious seducer ; who must b^ devoid of 
honour and pidnciple, if he seeks to de- 
grade the object of his pretended love into 
H mean dtiplicity, a violation of the first 
principle in nature, the sacred duties of 
filial love and gratitude, aird that Self-res-* 
pect, which is never wounded and forgottert^ 
without misery, repentance, and a torturing, 
remorse, which will accompany them to 
their grave* 

^^ Let these ^ressions- mui repetitions 
be p^doned, consciencei, and • full hearty 
hssfe drawn thenv from n^e; misery h pro« 
Un, and what I fee), I cmnot I^ut write. 

Ma ^M 
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I resume my narrative. — In conse- 
quence of the resolutions I had formed, I 
endeavoured to tranquillize my spirits; and 
when my servant returned, I saw that she 
examined my countenance with an appear^ 
ance of interest. I asked if there was' any 
company below. 

*^ Only Mrs. Bateman," she replied, 
*^ and she is no company neither, because 
sk\e Tives'here now I think, and the major. 
Ma'am; and dear me, his valey says, he 
is nephew to a lord too, and most mortal 
rich, many thousands in a year, and no- 
body to care for, his lord uncle can't hurt 
him — and he is as generous as a prince. 
Andr—and' ^^'* She stopped. 

" And what?" asked I. 

'' Why,. Ma'am, Mr. Sym.es saidj that 
Tjis master was distractedly in love with 
you, andwi^ed iieowas King of England 
for your sake, ta punish your enemies, and 
then make you^ his qhefen. i Qh, dear, he 
ii^tiie very best gentletiten in all the world; 

he 
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he is SO glad you are better, and does so 
wish to see you, that I hope you will let 
him come up to your dressing room soon, 
— it will make him so happy, and he does 
so wish to make you happy ^ and not keep 
you here in this dull place, where one sees 
nothing. Mr. Symes says he will take me 
to plays and shews— to the tower to see 
the lions, and all them sort of savage 
things. Oh, I hope you will soon be quite 
well I" 

" I had permitted her to run on, that 
I might adduce my own conclusions from 
the tenor of her sentiments ; and was now 
pretty well convinced she was quite in .the 
major's interest. My soul sickened at the 
idea; but I struggled to overcome my 
emotions, and coolly answered :— 

*^ But suppose, Nelly, 1 should chuse 
to go into the country till my lord's re- 
turn, would you have any objection to ac- 
company me?" 

M4 '^As 
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" As to my lord's return," replied she^ 
with a pert consequential air, " that I be- 
lieve is neither here nor there; you might 
mope yourself to death before he comes 
again, I fancy. And 'twere much better 
to stop in lAinnon, where you can live 
grand, and see every thing, have your owrt 
coach, and go among /all the great people. 
Dear, dear Ma'am, don't think of the 
coutitry, for I never desires to see it again." 

" Well, Nelly, I shall think about it; 
*rhen I am quite well, perhj^s, I shall 
tbuse that situation likely to make me 
most comfortable." ~ 

** Dear me. Ma'am, to be sore, that's 
the right thing, and for certah| there*s no 
comfort to be moped in the country ; I 
detests it, and hope afore long we shall 
be as gay, as grand, and as happy, as the 
days are long." 

** Unable to bear more, I gave her some 
trifling commission, in a gentle tone of 
voice, and sent her from me. What I 

endured 
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endured I am unable to deeeribe. I ^w 
that I could repose no confidence in her, 
that she was decidedly bought over from 
her attachment to me; and what mortified 
and tortured my very soul, was a conviction 
that the treachery and base desertion of 
Lord C— , bad been made known .to her, 
and that I was humbled and degraded in 
the eyes of my own servant. 

" She had always been officious in call^ 
ing me ^^ my Lady,*' and " yoiir Lady* 
ship ;*' she had now wholly dropt it, and 
addressed me with a familiarity and con^ 
fidence, she had never dared to use when , 
1 lived under the roof of my parents. 

" Humbled as I was in my own eyes, 
the poignancy of this conviction overcame 
the assumed composure I I)ad worn beford 
her, and I pesently lost my senses. 

^* How long they deserted me I know 

not; on the return of my reason, 1 found ♦ 

myself on the floor, my clothes covered 

with blood, from a violent bleeding at my 

M 5 nose. 
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nose, and which in all probability pre- 
served me from a delirium. It appeared 
that I had struck my nose in falling, as it 
swelled greatly ; but the bleeding was very 
trivial when I discovered my situation. 

*' I recovered my seat with some dif- 
ficulty; and confess I then regretted my 
return to life, without foreseeing the fatal 
termination of my days, or ^supposing it 
possible I could endure a hundreth part of 
the miseries which I was fated to expe- 
rienjce.— But murinur not, thou unhappy 
wretch, for thou hast deserved to suffer ! — 
May those sufferings purify thy soul, and 
obtain mercy ! 

^^ Compelled by dire necessity to assume 
an appearance of calmness, while my 
whole soul was in tumults, I succeeded in 
deceiving the base women into a belief 
that I should shortly be reconciled to all 
their infamous views, and become a willing 
associate in vice. 

'^ I 
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" ^^ I still kept my apartment for four days,^ 
because I found time was requisite to restore 
my strength, and also to throw them off 
their guard. The ladies visited me twice a 
day, I bore -with them, and the languor on 
my spirits was an excuse for my little incli- 
nation to talk. 

. *^Qnce Mrs. Bateman said, — ^^ The 
poor major is extremely miserable; he will 
not credit pur report of your convalescence, 
but is impatient to throw himself at your 
feet.^' 

^^ It was with the utmost difficulty I re- 
presse^i^e mdignaht rage that swelled my 
tortured bosom; — she looked for ah an- 
swer, — I faintly said, — ^^ Not yet. Madam, - 
I am unable, at present, to see any but 
yourselves." 

^^ I observed the exchange of significant 
looks, and suppressed smiles, and they soon 
took leave with encreased kindness ; no 
doubt in haste to convey my answer to 

their employer. 
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^^ It was the fifth day from Mrs: Har- 
wood*s explanation^ when in the morning 
Nelly informed me the ladies were going 
out tQ dine^ and from thence to the opera. 

V* My heart leaped at the welcome in- 
telligence;— now was the so much wished 
for opportunity to tnake my escape, and I 
determined to avail myself of it.—- 1 pre- 
tended a violent head ache^ and after 
dinner^ told Nelly to bring me a cup of 
strong. cdfFee, which I should take, and try 
to obtain a few hours rest, without having 
any tea ; de^ring she would not disturb me 
till I rang the bell for her attendanr^ 

^^ This she readily promised, and I had 
XK> doubt but servar^ in a house like that 
would iseek their owj»-amufiement when left 
to themselves, and wholly forget a person 
confined to a sick apartment. 

^^ It was my first thought to leave the 
bwd and all other papers relative to Lord 
C— , with the note for two hundred pounds, 
behihd me, and a letter expressive of my 

feelings. 
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feelings, and appropriate to my wrongs;— 
but on reflection, I knew not what use the 
kifamous Mrs* Bateman might make of 
those papers, or how far they might here- 
after be essential towards my own justifi- 
cation. I therefore secured them, with 
what linen I could take with convenience, 
^nd a black silk dress from my own trunk, 
which had never been seen by any of the 
£i^ily. t 

**The back parlour had folding doorS 
into the garden^ at the bottom of whjch 
was a gate that led into a lane, and from 
thence across some fields to another h?gh 
road. This gate had a draw-back kycls 
and two bolts, consequently there was nd 
difficulty to open it inside, and from thence 
I hoped to escape. 

"Not to dwell on particulars, every 
thing succeeded to my wi^; I pulled thd 
gate after me, and walked as fast^as my 
weakness would permit. 

^'1 
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*^ I gained the high road almost in the 
Same moment that a stage coach • was pass- 
ing;- — the driver observing^ I suppose, a 
bundle in my hand, stopped^ and asked if 
I wanted a place? — I replied in the affir- 
mative. — When seated, he demanded where 
I wished ta stop ? — I was speechless, for I 
knew not the name of any street, or vvher« 
the stage put up. — He repeated the ques- 
tion, adding, — '^ I go on to the Bank with, 
these here gentry in the coach." 

" Very well,'' said I, ^^you will set me 
down there also.'* 

** By this time it beg^n to be dusk ; a 
gentleman and two ladies were my compa- 
nions, but I was too desirous to conceal my 
own face to make any observations on their 
persons, and was extremjely rejoiced at the 
cncreasing darkness which screened me 
from the examination I dreaded. 

** When the coach arrived at its destined 
place, we all got out, and paid ^ the fare 
demanded. — My companions civilly wished 

me 
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me a good night, and I was left standing 
in the street, without knowing where to 
go, or a single being by name, in all this 
great and busy metropolis. 

" I walked on mechanically through twa 
or three streets, and at length reached the 
Strand. — ^To describe my sensations, or the 
dreadful reflections which crowded upon 
my mind, is wholly impossible; whether it 
was that my agitations had an effect upon 
my manner of walking, or ^hat I betrayed a 
fear of ev^ry human being who approached 
me, and so drew on the notice I was so 
anxious to shun, I know not, but I found 
that I was stared at by the women, and 
every moment addressed impertinently by 
the men. 

"What was to become of me— ^wherd 
should I find a resting place ? — Oh ! how 
bitter, how heart piercing the conviction^ 
that I had no home, no friend, not even an 
acquaintance, to whom I could apply, or 
hope for shelter from the stor.ms of life!— 

Dishonoured^ 
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Dishonoured, disgraced, and a fugitive^ 
who would receive me into their house, or 
afford rest aiid covering to itij weak and 
trembling frame ?— -Gracious Heaven ! wbafc 
a lost creature, in » few abort m£»ith9, was 
the once idolized daught^ of Ibe best and 
most respectable of parents I 

" The moment their wrongs and my in- 
gratitude darted into my mind, a sudden 
impulse determined me to return, to ham«^ 
blc myself at tbeir feet^ to confesfi*-to 
deplore tnj gnilt, solicit one forgiving word^ 
and then io die. Yes,, I resolved on deathy 
ibr life I found intolerable; I could not 
fupport sclf-reproacb, remorse, and tliia^ 
cruel desertion of that barbarous man to 
whom I had given my heart and my con-, 
fidence} and for .whom I bad sacrificed 
every sacred duty impressed in thfe bosom' 
of a female, and become a tirretch detestablo 
in my own eyea^ and an outcast from the 
worlds 
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^* With these tbotaghts despair took pos- 
session of my soul. I walked on more 
-swfftly, until impeded by a loaded stage 
t:oach, driving krto the yard of tfa^Golden- 
dross inn, — I was so near being run over, 
-that a man hastily catching my arm, I fell 
back, and struck n>y head with iriolence 
-against the stones. 

" Stunned by the blow and suddea 

bright, I lay to aH appearance senseless. 

The humane man, whoharl endeavoured to 

save me from a more terrible accident, had 

me conveyed into the house, where I was 

very soon restored to recollection, though 

'not capable of ^ articulation for several 

.iiiinutes< 

'^ A surgeon had be^n sent for, who, 
^after examining my head, gave his opinion 
that no material injury had taken place; a 
great quantity of hair, with a thick slouched 
bonnet, had, in all probability, preserved 
me from a f^al fracture. 
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^^ In a few hours I seemed perfectly re- 
covered; — a young woman in the room 
informed me it was past ten o'clock, and 
Bsked if ♦chose to send for any friend^— ^ 
would I have a hackney coach — or tal^c 
iiny refreshment? 

^^ These questions drew on an immediate 
recurrence to the dreadful forlorn circum- 
stances which overwhelmed me.-— I had no 
friend to send for, — no home to go to. — 
I threw a melancholy look on the girl, 
which seemed to affect her, and judging 
perhaps that my senses were not yet in a 
settled state, she pressed me to have some 
refreshment. — I merely said,. — "Some\ 
wine and water, and a crust," when iiv- 
Btantly a gush of te/trs I could no longer 
suppress, greatly reliev^ed ^ both my bead' 
and my -heart. 

*^ By the time she returned, I began td 
think it would be best to ask for a bed] 
there, saying, that I came frpm the coun- 
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try, and would not, at so late an hour in- 
trude upon my friends. 

"** The girl readily assured me of a bed, 
adding, that a bason of good gruel, with 
some toast, should oe brought, after I was 
an bed, to compose me to rest. 

*^ To this considerate proposal I acqui- 
esced, and desired to be shewn to my appro- 
priated apartment. 

*^ When she re-entered to say it was 
ready, and I rose to follow her, I asked for 
my parcel. 

'^ I have seen none," said she, '* no 
bundle or parcel was brought in with you ; 
and if you had such a thing, it must have 
been dropped when you fell, and perhaps 
stolen by one of the crowd/* 

" I sank back, in the chair, e^Cclaiming 
wth uplifted hands, — '^ My God! what is 
\ now to become of me! I !'* 

END OF VOL. X. 
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